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Jordanian officer kills himself in Paris 

AMMAN ( J-T.) — A Jordanian seqgeam serving at the Jor- 
danian military attache's office in Paris was killed as a 
result of a shot from his service revolver, the Jordanian mil- 
itary attach® in Pans told the Jordan News Agcocv. Petra, 
on Sunday. The military attache identified the sergeant as 
Daher Alunad Ayed, and said the military attaches office 
will open an inquiry in the incident. The French authorities 
have been informed of the incident to help in the investiga- 
tion, P«ra said .Agence France Presse (AFP) said Ayed. 28, 
killed himself on Thursday with a shot to the temple, usine 
his service revolver in his ground-floor office at the 
embassy on the western edge of Paris.AFP Quoted a Jor- 
danian embassy source as saying: “This soldier, who had 

neither personal problems nor enemies, disappeared, takin® 
his secret with him ” c 




an Press Foundation 


Qatari minister gets fetter from Levy 

DOHA (AP) — «* Qatar's foreign minister received a letter 
from his Israeli counterpart that concerned the Middle 
East peace process, the official Qatar News Agency 
reported Sunday, h did not say when or who delivered 
David Levy's loner to Sheikh Hamad Ben Juv*cin Ben 
Jabr Ai Thani nor did it elaborate on its contents. In IW. 
Qatar and Oman broke with their Gulf allies and estab- 
lished trade ties with the Jewish state. But plans for 
exchanging trade offices have been put on hold because of 
Arab- Israeli tensions following last May's election of 
hard-line Israeli Prime Minister Benyamiu Neianyjhu. 
Both Gulf states have said they will only establish full 
diplomatic relations with Israel when a comprehensive 
Middle East peace settlement is in place. 
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King sends message 
to Libyan leader 

AMMAN f Petra) — Minister 
of Trade and Industry Ali 
Abu I Ragheb left for Libya 
on Sunday carrying a mes- 
sage from His Majesty King 
Hussein to Libyan leader 
Muamar Qadhafi on bilateral 
lies and issues of common 
concern. He will also hold 
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trade between the two coun- 
iries and encourage Libyan 
investors to launch joint ven- 
tures in Jordan. 

Cuba pays tribute 
to Jordanian efforts 

HAVANA ( Petra t — The 
vice-president of Cuba has 
voiced bis country's appreci- 
ation of His Majesty King 
Hussein's role in strengthen- 
ing the foundations of peace 
in the region. The Cuban offi- 
cial, speaking during a cere- 
mony where Jordan's non- 
resident Ambassador to Cuba 
Hasson Abu NImeh presented 
his credentials, said Havana 
was seeking improve its ties 
with Jordan and the Arab 
World and wanted to open an 
embassv in Amman. He cited 

P 

economic reasons as the 
major reason for not opening 
an embassy in Amman so far. 
Mr Abu Ni'raeh conveyed 
King Hussein's best wishes to 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
and briefed the Cuban vice- 
president on the situation in 
the Middle East. 

Iraqi arrested near 
Israel- Jordan border 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Iraqi 
citizen was arrested Sunday 
□ear the Israeli-Jordanian 
border after infiltrating the 
Jewish state, Israel's army 
radio and sources said. Mili- 
tary sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Iraqi was dressed in civil- 
ian clothes and was unarmed 
when he was discovered by a 
member of kibbutz Tirat Zvi 
near the border. The sources 
said the kibbutz notified the 
army, which detained the 
man for questioning. It was 
not yet known why the Iraqi 
had entered Israeli territory or 
how he sneaked across the 
border. 

FBI director ends 
Middle East tour 

CAIRO (AFP) — Federal 
Bureau of Investigastion 
(FBI) Director Louis Freeh 
wound up a three-day visit to 
Egypt Sunday aimed at 
boosting security ties to fight 
economic crimes and terror- 
ism. After talks Sunday with 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
the head of the FBI told 
reporters, "the FBI has cases 
which have impact around 
the world. Conversely, the 
Egyptian authorities have 
cases that involve activities in 
the USA: Money activities, 
banking crimes." "We are 
continuing our good relation- 
ship particularly in fighting 
against terrorism." 

7 Palestinians killed, 

4 missing after floods 

QALQILYA I AFP) — Seven 
Palestinians were killed and 
four missing and feared dead 
on Sunday after floods caused 
by torrential rain swept away 
a mini-bus near Qalqiliya in 
the West Bank, rescue work- 
ers said. Two passengers man- 
aged to escape from the vehi- 
cfe late Saturday by grabbing 
hold of the branches of a tree, 
police said. The bodies of 
seven passengers have been 
recovered, said Yousef El 
Jabi, fire chief in the West 
Bank city of Nablus. The acci- 
dent happened in an area of 
the West Bank under the con- 
trol of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority that asked for 
help from Israeli police to 
search the flooded area for 
survivors. Much of the West 
Bank, Ga za Strip and Israel 
was hit by heavy rain last 
week which led to consider- 
able flooding. Six people were 
lolled in weather-related road 

accidents. 


King cautions against actions 
that might ‘ explode emotions ’ 
and undermine peace process 

Netanyahu, speaking after talks with HM, defends 
settlement plans by saying development of Jewish 
and Palestinian communities is evenhanded 

King: All issues of mutual concern discussed 

Netanyahu: Progress made on bilateral matters 


By P. V. Vj veknnand 
Jordan Times Siajf Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday 
expressed hope all efforts 
would be exerted to main- 
tain an atmosphere of 
peace, security and dia- 
logue leading to the final 
status negotiations between 
Palestinians and Israelis 
and reiterated that he stood 
ready to help in whatever 
way he could to advance 
the peace process. 

The King was speaking 
at a press conference after 
several hours of talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
appeared to have made 
progress on some of the 
bilateral issues in terms of 
economic cooperation and 
joint projects. 

Addressing the joint press 
conference, Mr. Netanyahu 
asserted that his Likud-led 
government was “the only 
Israeli government" capa- 
ble of arriving at a final set- 
tlement with the Palestini- 
ans. 

“We have created a con- 
sensus for peace among 
Israelis," he said in reply to 
a question in an implicit 
reference that a peace 
accord worked out by the 
left-leaning Labour Party, 
which he ousted in May 
elections, would be less 
acceptable to Israelis than a 
deal negotiated by the 


right-wing Likud. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
returned to Israel after a 
dinner hosted by the King, 
told the press conference 
that “genuine reciprocity, 
non-violence and dialogue 
and realistic expectations" 
from the Palestinians were 
the main preconditions for 
a final peace agreement. 

In his comments at the 
press conference, the King 
did not specifically refer to 
the ongoing controversy 
over Israeli plans to build a 
Jewish neighbourhood in 
Arab East Jerusalem that 
have sparked Palestinian 
warnings of violence. 

“We had our views and 
the Israelis had their views" 
on the subject, the King 
said in reply to a question. 
“We will continue_io do 
everything we can ...Essen- 
tially we would like to have 
an atmosphere of calm, 
peace and understanding 
and an atmosphere of dia- 
logue leading to the final 
status negotiations as 
planned. 

“1 hope very very much 
indeed that nothing will 
ever happen to explode the 
emotions. We have to think 
with our minds and 
hearts.... and 1 hope we all 
can continued to work with 
a sense of responsibility.” 
the KJng added. 

In two separate meetings 
earlier, the King and Mr. 
Netanyahu discussed the 


Middle East peace process 
and bilateral relations in 
addition to the implementa- 
tion of bilateral agreements, 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed means to advance 
the peace process on all 
tracl^ to ensure a just, last- 
ing and comprehensive 
peace, which will enable 
the countries of the region 
to pursue comprehensive 
development and brighter 
future for all. Petra said. 

“King Hussein stressed 
the need to refrain from 
embarking on any action 
set to obstruct the peace 
process or to give the ene- 
mies of peace the opportu- 
nity to impose their agen- 
da.” the agency added. 

“King Hussein said 
peace should mean security 
for all and serious work to 
ensure a bright future for 
the generations to come,” it 
said. 

At the outset of the press 
conference, the King 
appealed to the media “to 
give us a chance to address 
our problems, without 
jumping into conclusions, 
without making specula- 
tions." 

"We do not want to con- 
duct policy through the 
media,” he said. "We need 
to have an good atmos- 
phere ” 

Mr. Netanyahu sought to 
play down die potential cri- 


sis with the Palestinians by 
declaring that he wanted 
Jerusalem to be a cirv of 

m 

peace for Jews and empha- 
sising that his government 
was adopting an evenhand- 
ed approach by drawing up 
development plans for both 
Jewish and Palestinian 

communities. 

"We want to see 

Jerusalem a city of peace 
for both Jews and 

Arabs," he said. “All our 
plans regarding Jerusalem, 
all of them without excep- 
tion, include development 
plans for Arab neighbour- 
hoods as well as Jewish 
neighbourhoods." Mr. 
Netanyahu told the press 
conference, which come 
after three hours of talks 
with King Hussein. 

Developing Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods in Jerusalem 
does not mean “leaving 
undeveloped the Palestin- 
ian parts.” he said, adding 
that his government had 
allocated almost $50 mil- 
lion to “develop the Pales- 
tinian areas” of Jerusalem. 

“The solution which 1 
believe is feasible between 
us and the Palestinians 
requires mutual coexis- 
tence, almost a live and let- 
live policy — Palestinian 
communities can grow and 
develop as naturally as they 
should and would. The 
same thing is true for the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres urges party restraint 

over government scandal 

Netanyahu lawyer is confident prime minister 
will be cleared of wrongdoing in Bar-On affair 


TEL AVIV t Agencies) — 
Opposition leader Shimon 
Peres on Sunday called for a 
measured response to the 
attorney-general scandal 
engulfing Israel’s govern- 
ment pending the outcome of 
an investigation. 

“The Labour Party must 
act with restraint and 
patience until die end of 
judicial proceedings in tfus 
affair which is one of the 
most serious in our history'. 
The country is wounded, and 
it is not something that lean 
rejoice about.” Labour 
leader Peres told Israeli 
Radio. 

The lawyer for Mr. 
Netanyahu said meanw'hile 
his client has a strong 
defence in a corruption 
scandal over a political 
appointment that threatens to 
bring down his government. 

Netanyahu has a very 
strong case, which is why I 
decided to take it,” attorney 
Yaacov Weinroth, who was 
called in two days ago to 
help the prime minister pre- 
pare for possible further 
questioning in the matter, 
told state television. 

“Not only will he come out 
of this clean but also without 
a spot.” he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu also confi- 
dently told opposition 
groups who have been 
preparing for early elections 


because of the scandal Shat 
he will not bow out anytime 
soon. 

“Wait patiently, you have 
about four years in opposi- 
tion. I have plans that you 
will remain in the opposition 
for four more years,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said at a joint 
press conference in Amman 
on Saturday. 

“I don’t suggest that any- 
body have suits made, and 
I’m going to lead the coun- 
try to peace and security,” 
said the prime minister, who 
refused to comment directly 
on the scandal Mr. 
Netanyahu was grilled by 
police for four hours last 
week about last month’s 
aborted appointment of close 
Likud Party ally Roni Bar- 
On as attorney general, 
allegedly in exchange for 
political favours. 

Israeli Television said pre- 
viously that 45 minutes into 
the interview, after Mr. 
Netanyahu failed to answer 
several awkward questions, 
police formally warned him 
his deposition might be used 
to press charges against him. 

Mr. Weinroth said: “I Will 
advise him to tell everything 
that he knows and not to use 
his right to silence if ?re is 
questioned again.” 

Judicial sources said a host 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s dose 
aides — including the head 


of the prime minister's office 
Avigdor Lieberman, Justice 
Minister Tzahi Hanegbi and 
cabinet secretary Danny 
Naveh — will be questioned 
by police for a second time 
this week over the affair. 

“They will certainly be 
warned that their statements 
could eventually lead to 
charges being laid against 
them,” the sources added. 

The inquiry centres on 
claims by public television 
that the "agreement” on Bar- 
On was concluded by Shas 
religious party leader Arieh 
Deri and Mr. Lieberman. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s closest political 
associate. 

Mr. Deri allegedly warned 
Mr. Netanyahu that if Bar- 
On was not named to the top 
judicial position, the party, a 
member of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
right-wing governing coali- 
tion, would not back the 
Hebron agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

The Shas leader is also said 
to have agreed to a plea bar- 
gain with Mr. Bar-On over 
separate corruption charges 
he is facing. 

If found to be implicated in 
a corrupt deal over Mr. Bgr- 
Ons ^appointment, m 
Netanyahu could face 
charges of breach of trust, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Group urges 
EU to press 
Arafat on 
human rights 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
major U.S. human rights group 
said on Saturday it urged lead- 
ers of the European Union 
(ELI) to press Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat to slop 
alleged human rights abuses by 
Palestinian security forces. 

Mr. Arafat and the EU lead- 
ers are due to sign an interim 
association agreement between 
the EU and (he Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) on 
Monday in Brussels. 

In a Feb. 20 lener released on 
Saturday. Human Rights 
Watch said under the agree- 
ment, the Palestinian authority 
should be required to “cease 
the pattern of legal measures 
and security force conduct that 
chilis political debate and dis- 
sent.” Human Rights Watch 
Executive Director Kenneth 
Roth asked EU President Hans 
Van Mierlo and European 
Commission Vice President 
Manuel Marin to push Mr. 
Arafat to free more than 500 
people being detained without 
charge, or charge and bring 
them ro trial soon. 

“Specifically, we urge you to 
press upon President Arafat, in 
a public manner, the need for 
the Palestinian (National) 
Authority to ensure account- 
ability at the highest lev els and 
to condemn publicly acts of 
torture, illegal detention and 
other abusive practices when 
committed by PNA security' 
forces.” he wrote. 



His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the Royal Palace on Sunday (photo by Yousef Allan) 

King meets Arab Israeli Knesset members, 
reiterates support for Palestinian endeavours 


AMMAN ( Petra 1 — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Sunday reiterated Jordon's sup- 
port for the Palestinian people and leader- 
ship and their endeavours to regain their 
rights in Palestine. 

The King, who was speaking at a meet- 
ing with u visiting delegation of Israeli 
Arab members of Israeli Parliament led by 
Abdul Wuhab Darawsheh. head of the 
Arab Democratic Party, underlined the 
need for concerted efforts to achieve com- 
prehensive and durable peace. 

King-Hussein reviewed with the visitors 
the developments in the peace process and 
called for efforts to remove obstacles in its 
path. 

Speaking after the meeting. Mr. 
Darawsheh voiced the Palestinian people's 


deep appreciation of King Hussein's efforts 
towards the establishment of a durable and 
just peace and the Kingdom's backing bu 
the Palestinian people’s endeasnurs to 
regain their rights. 

Mr. Darawsheh spoke in detail about the 
dangers inherent in (he Israeli settlement 
policies iu Palestinian lands, paniculurh in 
and around Jerusalem, and their adverse 
effects on the peace process. 

He also voiced the Palestinian people’s 
appreciation of Jordan’s acceptance of 
Palestinian students in Jordanian 
universities. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Royal Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh was present at the meeting at the 
Royal Court. 


Assad, 

Hrawi 

discuss 

peace 

talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assud held talks with his 
Lebanese counterpart Elias 
Hrawi here Sunday amid 
efforts to restart Syrian- 
Israeli peace negotiations, 
officials said. 

Mr. Hrawi met with Mr. 
Assad and Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
Syrian presidential 

spokesman Jibran Kourieh 
said. 

A Lebanese official said 
Mr. Assad and Mr. Hrawi 
would discuss “in particular 
Israeli aggression in South 
Lebanon.” 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak visited Damascus 
on Saturday for talks with 
Mr. Assad about the Isrueli- 
Syrian peace negotiations, 
which broke off a year ago. 

After their meeting. Mr. 
Assad said at a news confer- 
ence that Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
government “has done 
nothing up until now to 
encourage peace." 

French foreign ministry 
official Jean-Claude 

Cousseran brought Mr. 
Assad a message Thursday 
from French President 
Jacques Chirac on French 
efforts regarding the peace 
process. 

Mr. Assad said after talks 
with Mr. Mubarak that Syria 
was still committed to make 
peace with Israel. 

But the Syrian leader 
accused Mr. Netany ahu of 
giving nothing to revive the 
Syrian- Israeli peace talks, 
suspended for about u year. 

“He ( Netanyahu j says he 
wants to resume the negotia- 
tions without pre-conditions. 


Iraq ends standoff 
over missile parts 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
ended a three-month standoff 
by granting U.N. inspectors 
permission to remove the 
remains of missile engines for 
analysis overseas, Iraqi and 
U.N. officials said Sunday. 

The U.N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM). which sus- 
pects Iraq of harbouring more 
than 16 Scud missiles, wants 
to know whether the remains 
belong to original Soviet- 
made missile engines or to 
parts Iraq made to hide the 
existence of Russian ones. 

"The government of Iraq 
agreed to the removal of rem- 
nants of proscribed missile 
engines from Iraq for in- 
depth technical analysis by 
the commission." according 
to a joint Iraqi-UNSCOM 
statement. 

The statement carried the 
names of Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and 
L T NSCOM Chairman Rolf 
Ekeus. who said at a press 
conference here that the 
remains would be removed 
“very soon, maybe in some 
weeks.” 

Mr. Ekeus. who held three 
rounds of talks with Mr. A/.iz 
during a four-day visit which 
ended here Sunday, said no 
decision had been nude yet 
on which laboratories around 
the world would study the 
missile parts. 

“We have so far offers from 
the U.S. and France, and the 
question of further offers 
from Russia is under consid- 
eration." Mr. Ekeus said at a 
press conference with Iraq’s 
Foreign Affairs Under-Secre- 
tary Riyadh Al Qaisy. 

“This has nothing to do 
with politics.” Mr. Ekeus 
said. 

Iraq had bkK'kcd the 
removal of some 150 engines 
and other missile debris since 
November while UNSCOM 
insisted the material be 
analysed in Huntsville, 
Alabama, in the United States 
and rejected an Iraqi offer to 
ship it to Russia. 


But both sides Mruck a 
compromise, with Mr. Qaisy 
saying: “It was a very happy 
agreement.” 

UNSCOM agreed to brief 
Baghdad on the findings of 
the analysis and pledged not 
to render them public until 
the government here has been 
consulted, according to the 
statement. 

While UNSCOM moni- 
tored the destruction of 4S 
long-range missiles following 
the 1941 Gulf war. Iraq 
retained some S5 other mis- 
siles but claimed later to have 
destroyed them on its own. 
according to U.N. officials. 

Iraq fired around SO mis- 
siles at Israel and Saudi Ara- 
bia during the Gulf w ar. 

Mr. Ekeus >:tid alter his last 
trip here in December that he 
suspected Iraq was lading 
more than the six to 16 mis- 
siles previously estimated. 

The Pentagon accused Iraq 
earlier this month of hiding 
up to 25 ballistic missiles in 
violation of U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Ekeus said he had con- 
fronted Mr. Azi/ the last time 
w-ith documentary ev nienee 
proving that Baghdad had 
imported missile compo- 
nents. The former Swedish 
diplomat said Iraq claimed to 
have destroyed the compo- 
nents unilaterally, hut that his 
inspectors had not been able 
to verify this. 

Mr. Ekeus and Mr. Aziz, 
who meet every two mouths 
under an agreement reached 
in June lust year, will meet 
again here in early April to 
discuss biological and chemi- 
cal weapons in “an intensive 

manner,” Mr. Ekeus said. 

The joint statement also 
said the two sides "started a 
detailed review of the chemi- 
cal weapons area at the high 
political level." 

Mr. Ekeus said UNSCOM 
had presented its concerns 
about chemical weapons, 
which he described as “quite 
substantial and serious.” to 
the Iraqi government. 


i. ” 
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Mordechai: Peace with Lebanon 


in two weeks 


if Syria permits 


Bv P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


ISRAEL BELIEVES ii 
could enter a peace accord 
with Lebanon in a matter of 
weeks if the Beirut govern- 
ment breaks from Syrian 
influence and guarantees 
the security of northern 
Israeli towns. Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai savs. 

The assertion came amid 
a debate on whether Israel 
should unilaterally with- 
draw its forces from 
Lebanon following a mid- 
air collision of two heli- 
copters this month that 
killed 73 Israeli soldiers on 
their way to a border strip 
the Jewish state occupies in 
South Lebanon. 

The border strip, patrolled 
by Israeli soldiers and 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen, serves 
as a buffer zone against 
guerrilla attacks against 
northern Israeli towns. 

Speaking in an interview 
over the weekend in West 
Jerusalem. Mr. Mordechai 
was essentially renewing a 
so-called Lebanon-first 
option under which Israel 
would enter an accord with 
the Beirut government as 
the first step before negoti- 
ating a peace deal with 
Syria. 

But it was the first time 


that a senior Israeli official 
spelt out the Jewish state's 
clear perceptions of the 
proposal, which has been 
rejected by Beirut and 
Damascus. 

"We can sign a peace 
agreement with Lebanon in 
two weeks," said Mr. 
Mordechai. "We do not 
have any arguments over 
our border with Lebanon or 
over any such issue....” 
'"‘■’'We' 1 are sure that 
Lebanon's army can fight 
terrorism and can be 
responsible for the entire 
Lebanese territory, includ- 
ing the border with Israel," 
he said. 

"It just needs a very short 


time to write an agreement 


to redeploy the Lebanese 
army along the border with 
Israel and for (the Beirut 
government) to shoulder 
the responsibility for the 
situation m Lebanon if only 
the Syrians would allow 
that." be added. 

"If the Syrians allow 
Lebanon, Lebanon can 
move forward tomorrow, 
the day after tomorrow, 
deploy forces in the south- 
ern Lebanon area and 
establish a new situation in 
the area and sign an agree- 
ment in a very short period 
of time," he said. 

’’Why do they need 
UNIFIL or any other for- 
eign forces when they have 


their own Lebanese army?" 
he said. 

UNIFIL is a U.N. force 
deployed in South 
Lebanon following a limit- 
ed Israeli invasion of its 
northern neighbour in 1978. 

Syrian-Israeli negotia- 
tions remain deadlocked 
over Damascus' demand for 
a total Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, 
which the Jewish state 
occupied in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war and unilateral- 
ly annexed in 1981. 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon, where it 
maintains around 35,000 
soldiers, and Lebanese- 
Israeli peace talks are also 
stalled as a result of the 
Syrian-Israeli deadlock. 

Israel has repeatedly 
accused Syria of using "ter- 
rorist activities" — guerril- 
la attacks against the buffer 
zone in South Lebanon — 
to pressure Israel into 
accepting the demand for 
total withdrawal from the 
Golan as a precondition for 
peace talks. 

Mr. Mordechai asserted 
that Israel, while retaliating 
for guerrilla attacks from 
South Lebanon, has been 
careful not ro damage 
Lebanese military installa- 
tions with a view to pre- 
serving Lebanon’s ability to 
ensure security in a possi- 
ble peace deal with the 


Jewish state. 

"We allowed and did not 
damage the building of the 
Lebanese army in the last 
few years." said the defence 
minister, who took office in 
June after serving 33 years 
in the Israeli army. 

"I have always tried my 
best not to damage the situ- 
ation and all the time not to 
use our real power, not to 
do what we can really do in 

Lebanon and doing only 
what we have to do.” 

In the event of a peace 
accord with Lebanon. Israel 
will withdraw totally from 
the buffer strip and hold the 
Beirut government respon- 
sible for "only the security 
of our population in the 
north and the right of the 
southern Lebanese people." 

The reference to southern 
Lebanese people was an 
implicit demand that mem- 
bers of Israel's client SLA 
militia should be absorbed 
into the Lebanese army as 
part of any agreement. The 
Lebanese government con- 
siders the 2.000-strong 
SLA as traitors and has out- 
lawed it. "The South 
Lebanon Army is part of 
Lebanon’s army, and they 
can join the regular 
army...,” said Mr. Mord- 
echai. "They are South 
Lebanon’s people, they are 
the bridge of life between 
Israel and Lebanon." 
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first time in 3 years 


High-powered Saudi team to hold talks in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A high-powered Saudi Arabi- 
an delegation flies to Washington on Monday to strike 
up an acquaintance with the new Clinton administration 
and allay concerns over the probe into last year's bomb- 
ing against Americans in the kingdom. 

Led by Defence Minister Prince Sultan, representing 
his brother. King Fahd, the team includes key decision- 
makers including Saudi Arabia's foreign, oil and trade 
ministers and a deputy finance minister. 

During the visit, which lasts until Friday, they will 
meet President Bill Clinton and top U.S. cabinet offi- 
cials for talks ranging from Gulf security and Saudi 
5 ,-rlj defence, fleedspp die Middle East peace process and oil 


strategy,,... 


“This 7s truly a very important trip for us,” a senior 
Saudi diplomat said. “This is a new administration for 
practical purposes — second term, change in national 
security ieam...We feel this is as good a time as any to 
sit down at the highest level and take a look at the next 
four years.” 

The close U.S. -Saudi relationship has been dogged in 
recent months by U.S. complaints that Riyadh was not 
sharing enough information on its investigation into last 


June's truck bombing that killed 19 American service- 


men in Dhahran. 

Both U.S. and Saudi officials say a number of sus- 
pects have been arrested, but as recently as Feb. 12. a 
senior Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) official 
told congress that Saudi authorities had still not provid- 
ed evidence the United States wanted. 

The senior Saudi diplomat, briefing reporters on con- 
dition he was not identified, said he believed the prob- 
lem was now “history", but added: “It would be nice to 
kill it once and for all” this week. 

Another Saudi source said: “We are way further ahead 
than many people believe we are” in the investigation. 

Since the bombing, most of the 5.000 U.S. servicemen 
in Saudi Arabia, whose main task is to enforce a “no- 
fly-zone" over southern Iraq, have been moved away 
from populated centres to more remote and easily pro- 


tected locations. 

The Saudi diplomat said their presence was reviewed 
at regular intervals and no formal agreement to make it 
permanent had been either requested by Saudi Arabia or 
proposed by the United States. 

While Riyadh has firmly backed Washington's tough 
policy of maintaining U.N. sanctions on Iraq for its 
1 990 invasion of Kuwait Saudi officials said their con- 
cern about possible chaos if President Saddam Hussein 
falls could come up this week. 

'The strategic question is are we thinking for the post- 
Saddara era?” one said. “Do we have a plan for what we 
. 'do when that regime collapses?" 

Washington sees strong Saudi .defences as a key ele- 
ment in Gulf stability, and Saudi officials have made 
clear they would like to replace their ageing fleet of 114 
U.S. F-5 fighters, probably with F-16s. 

Prince Sultan, however, earlier this month denied US. 
press reports that he would seek to purchase the Lock- 
heed Martin F-16s during this week's trip. The reports 
have already raised concerns in Israel. 

U.S. leaders are expected to press the Saudis to con- 
tinue moves towards normalisation with Israel, despite 
last year’s advent to power of a right-wing Likud 
administration. But Saudi Arabia, like other Arab states, 
believes it is up to Israel to make the first move by 
agreeing to give up occupied Arab land. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Ali Naimi is expected to 
discuss the oil market situation and international nego- 
tiations for a climate change treaty with acting U.S. 
energy Secretary Charles Curtis, U.S. officials said. 

An Energy Department official said Washington 
planned to raise the possible leasing out of space in the 
U.S. strategic petroleum reserve to Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s largest oil producer and exporter. 

Gulf sources said, however, they did not expect any 
oi!-for- arms deal to be discussed. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — For 
the first time in three years, 
Iraqis will be allowed to 
perform the annual pilgrim- 
age to Islam's holiest sites 
in Saudi Arabia, the gov- 
ernment has announced. 

The decision effectively 
reverses an edict in 1995 by 
Iraq's leading scholars urg- 
ing Iraqis nor to perform 
the pilgrimage. They 
declared that the money to 
travel would be better spent 
on Iraqis impoverished by 
U.N. sanctions imposed in 
1990. 

The edict was enforced 
by the government. 

Muslims are supposed to 
make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, site’of Islam’s holi- 
est shrines, at least once in 
a lifetime. 

To travel to Mecca this 
year. Iraqis must pay S330 
for transportation and 
85.000 dinars (about S65) 
for other expenses, the 
ministry of religious affairs 
said in the decision Satur- 
day. The U.S. dollars can be 
purchased from banks run 
by the Iraqi government, 
which will organise the 
trip, it said. 

The black market rate 
hovers around 1,300 dinars 
to the dollar. But those who 
travel will get a better deal 
at official banks, where the 
rate is 450 dinars to the dol- 
lar. 

Iraqis must travel over- 
land to neighbouring Saudi 
Arabia since U.N. sanc- 
tions ban flights in or out of 
Iraq. 


Iraq last sent pilgrims in 
1994 when more than 500 
Iraqis took part. Under quo- 
tas established by Saudi 
Arabia, as many as 20.000 
can go, but nowhere near 
that many were expected to 
travel since the money 
needed was far beyond the 
means of most Iraqis. 

Sanctions imposed by the 
Security Council after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait have made 
life miserable for the over- 
whelming majority of 
Iraqis. By banning most of 
Iraq's oil exports, the sanc- 
tions have deprived Iraq of 
its main source of foreign 


currency. 

- Earlier this month; 1 Iraq 
asked the United Nations to 
free S50 million of its 
frozen assets held in Gulf 
states to help pay for the 
pilgrimage, which begins in 
ApriL It also requested 
U.N. approval to fly the pil- 
grims on Iraq's national air- 
line. 

But the U.N. committee 
overseeing the sanctions 
rejected the request, the 
Iraqi News Agency said 
Sunday. The United 
Nations ignored a similar 
request for last year’s pil- 
grimage. 

“This is not the first time 
the American and British 
administrations, with blind 
hatred, have rejected an 
Iraqi request,” Abdul-Mon- 
eim Ahmad Aaleh, the reli- 
gious affairs minister, was 
quoted as saying by the 
agency. 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — 
Three years after a church 
bombing kept him away. Pope 
John Paul U plans to travel to 
Lebanon in May on a trip that 
will be keenly felt across the 
Middle East. 

The Vatican has not official- 
ly announced the trip, saying 
only it is under study. But 
church officials, speaking cm 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Vatican was aiming at 
May 10 for an overnight visit 
by the Pontiff. 

A flurry of planning started 
this weekend. The Vatican’s 
foreign minister. Archbishop 
Jean-Louis Tuuran. travelled 
to Syria, the main power bro- 
' ker in Lebanon, and Lebanese 
officials and prelates came to 
the Vatican for meetings with 
the pontiff'. Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri was to have an 
audience Monday. 

The main reason stated" for 
the journey is the Pope's 
response to the work of a 
synod, or meeting, of 
Lebanese bishops at the Vati- 
can in the fall of 1995. 

The bishops issued a sharp 
call tor the withdrawal of 
Israeli and Syrian forces from 
Lebanon. Israel. Syrian and 
the Palestinians — three par- 
ties that attract close Vatican 
interest — will be listening 
very carefully to what the 
Pope says on the matter. 

Israel controls about 15 per 
cent of Lebanese territory, a 
swathe of land in die south it 
claims as a buffer zone. Syria 
maintains about 40.000 troops 
in Lebanon. 

The Vatican has been push- 
ing for their withdrawals qui- 
etly through diplomatic chan- 
nels, and it is unlikely John 
Paul will directly call for such 
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SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Rainy, cold, and cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with snow 
falling over hilly areas that are 
1.100 metres above sea level and 
winds westerly active. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy and 

winds southerly moderate. Scat- 
■» 

iercd showers ore expected and 
seas will be high. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. WaCq Qaddoumi 893542 

Dr. Batyat Bader .....S 32642 

Dr. Naser Ibrahim ...... 830432 

Dr. Mohammad Al-Gboul 790730 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 

AI Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Sal am pharmacy... 636730 

Yacotib pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
Nqjib pharmacy .........847632 

IRBID: 

Dc <&a* iTi’anwh ___250U8O 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waked Nabhan-995743 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-..630341 

Civil Defence Emergency -...199 
Rescue Mice 192621111.637777 

Fire Brigade .617 101 

Blood Bank .775 1 2 1 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police —896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 1 76 

VVaer& Sevraagp Cbmpfcrins —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

— .. -787 11 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) _.. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority —680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co -63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali —666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali -.664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka >891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery .865199 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department al the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 
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H» : 25 London (RJ i 
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03:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 
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a move but could well hint at 
it, Vatican officials said. 

"The Holy Father is very 
aware of the situation, and 
chat Lebanon is in need of 
regaining iLs sovereignty, its 
independence, its liberty,” 
Lebanese Cardinal Nasrallah 
Pierre Sfeir said in an inter- 
view this weekend while in 
Rome to see the Pope. 

A papal trip to Lebanon 
comes within an intricate and 
delicate Vatican policy 
towards the Middle East. 

Despite a warming towards 
Israel that resulted in full 
diplomatic ties three years 
ago. friction remains over the 
Vatican's desire for 
international “open city" sta- 
tus for Jerusalem — pan of 
which Israel occupies and 
which the Jewish state claims 
as its capital. The pontiff long 
has expressed his goai'to visit 
' 'die Holy City by the ne\v mil- 
lennium. “ 

The Pope also is concerned 
about the small Christian 
community in Syria and his 
flock elsewhere in die Mus- 
lim-dominated Middle EusL 

John Paul has called 
Lebanon a symbol of Christ- 
ian-MusIim relations, one of 
the major themes of his papa- 
cy in recent years. 

“Lebanon is more than a 
country’, it is a message ... of 
dialogue and living together," 
John Paul often has said. 

Cardinal Sfeir, leader of the 
Maronite Church, is the senior 
Catholic patriarch in 
Lebanon. Sligbdy less than 
half Lebanon's population of 
four million is believed to be 
Christian, with the majority 
Maronite. The country’ also 
has Protestant and Orthodox 
denominations. 
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Undo' the patronage of HRH Princess Sarvath, an art exhibition by Taiwanese 
artisfi opened Saturday in Amman at the National Arts Galiery. The exhibition has 
beenSorgamsed by the Young Muslim Women's Association (YMWA) of which the 
Prti£&ss is president. The proceeds of the exhibition will benefit the YMWA (Pboto by 
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AMMAN (J.T.j — Mar- 
keting Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical produces in Iran 
and Iranian medicines in 
Jordan will be among the 
main topics to be discussed 
while Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh visits Iran this 
week. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Dn Bataineh explained that 
while in Iran he will exam- 
ine primary health and 
medical services and 
review prospects for pro- 
moting health cooperation 


between Iran and Jordan. 

The minister also 
affirmed that he would dis- 
cuss questions related to 
the registration of Iranian 
and Jordanian medicines in 
the two countries and their 
joint marketing. 

Dr. Bait an eh confirmed 
that he will deliver a lec- 
ture in Tehran covering the 
Kingdom's medical ser- 
vices and health situation 
as well as the existing pub- 
lic health insurance sys- 
tem. 

The group will first visit 


Bahrain and discuss simi- 
lar issues with Bahraini 
Minister of Health Faisal 
Mousawi. 

The minister will be 
accompanied on his visit 
by a team of ministry offi- 
cials as well as representa- 
tives of the private sector. 

Last year. Dr. Bataineh 
visited Algeria where he 
concluded protocols 
regarding the treatment of 
Algerians in Jordan as well 
as Jordanian pharmaceuti- 
cal exports to Algeria. 


HUDC director elected chairman 
of pan-Arab expert committee 


CAIRO (Petra) — Director General of the 
Housing and Urban Development Corpora- 
tion (HUDC) Yousef Hiyasat was Sunday 
elected chairman of a committee of experts 
currentiy developing a pan-Arab strategy 
on housing and shelter in Cairo. 

The committee will be submitting its 
strategy for approval by the Arab ministers 
of 2nd reconstruction at an up£rim-‘ / 

ing meeting, Mr. Hiyasat said. 

He described this strategy as the imple- 
mentation of a resolution passed by a U.N. 
conference on human settlements (Habitat), 
held in Istanbul last June. 

The committee will examine the Istanbul 
Declaration on Habitat as well as a report 
by the UN secretary general on Habitat as 


presented to the general assembly last fall 
in the course of developing this strategy. 

Mr. Hiyasat described the committee as 
considering issues such as the involvement 
of Arab women in the development of 
human settlements, responding to real 
needs of local communities and supporting 
the .work of .Arab institutions linked with 
Habitat 

The strategy is expected to contribute to 
Arab needs in terms of training personnel, 
establishing a data base, providing infor- 
mation on urban development participa- 
tion of non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and Arab international cooperation 
in urban development he said. 


What’s Going On 


FILM 

*~Regarde le$ hommes tomber" si the French Cultural Centre, JabaJ Weibdeh, at 8:30 
P-nt ’ . . 

WORLDNET DIALOGUE 

■ * Woridnet Dialogue via satellite on ‘‘Women’s Rights and Issues” at the American 
Centre Auditorium, 3:30-4:30 p.m. (The programme will focus on the promotion and 
recognition of women's rights and surrounding issues). The dialogue will be between 
pa p irip imts in Washin gton and panelists in Amman, Karachi, Dhaka and Doha. The 
Vfeshingtbn prog ramme hosts Theresa Loar, the U.S. State Department senior coordi- 
nator for international women's issues, and Sha n fa A1 Khateeb, from the North Ameri- 
ca Council for Muslim Women. Jordan will be represented by Salwa Naser, the coordi- 
nator for NGOs at the Jordan National Committee for Women and Ghada Kamhawi, a 
lawyer. 

SLIDE LECTURE 

> Slide lecture “The Jordanian-French Project of Copying the Paintings of Quseir 
*Amra" by architect Claude Vlbeit, at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation, Jabal 
Ammanat 6:00 pan. (The event, sponsored by the Friends of Archaeology (FoA), to be 
pteceededby the FoA open annual general meeting.) . 

.V CONCERT 

_ ■ 

■ * Performance by The Upper Austrian Wind Soloist at the Royal Cultural Centre at 

8:00 p.m. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

" LECTURE 

- V “Where It All Began" by Dr. Noha Horamad and Mrs. Anna Obeidat at the British 
CounciJ at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Display of Jordanian childem’s drawings at Goethe-Institut, Jabal A mm a n , until 
“March 3. 

* Works by artists Chao Song-Yun, Li Chi-Mao, and Shen Cheen at the Jordan Nation- 
al Gallery of Fine Art, until Feb. 25. 

- ; * Works by artist Amanda Shebadeh at the French Cultural Centre, until March 6. 
♦Display of Jordan River Designs Products, Jabal Amman (Tel. 613081/2) until Feb. 

4 . . ■ . . " ■ 

L - *Art exhibition by NazDia Salim at Orient Gallery, Isam Ajlouni St, Shmeisani, until 
$*. 28.' • 

’ ’ *BaniHamidaexiui>ition of handicrafts (rugs, cushions, runner*, and wall-hangings. 
Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7), until Feb. 28. 

_ * r 1 * ■ 

. ♦Wmks by contemporary Arab artists entitled ^The New Collection" at Dana A1 
.Punun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 643251/2), until Feb. 27; 


Crown Prince receives 
Greek delegation 


AMMAN (Petraj— HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Sun- 
day received a military 
delegation from the Greek 
Defence College, headed 
by Brigadier General Dim- 
itrious Pipi Likakisat at 
the Royal Court. 

The Crown Prince and 
the visiting delegation 
reviewed regional situa- 
tions as well as bilateral 
cooperation. 

Prince Hassan briefed 
the delegation on the Jor- 
danian role in supporting 
the peace process and safe- 
guarding regional security 
and stability. 

He praised Jordanian 
relations with European 
security institutions, and 


emphasised the Kingdom's 
role in establishing cooper- 
ation between Europe and 
the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by the Assistant Chief 
of Staff for Operations and 
Training Ghazi Tayeb, 
Mutah University Vice 
President for Militap' 
Affairs Ma’rouf Bakhit. 
Commander of the Royal 
War College Abdul Juiil 
Maaitah. President of the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) Hani Mulki, Greek 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Arisridis Sandis and the 
Greek Military Attache to 
Jordan Emanuel 

Kanavakis. 


12 persons arrested for 
embezzlement in Zarqa 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Twelve persons, including 
six government officials, 
were arrested on charges of 
embezzlement committed 
at the Zarqa Free Zone, 
according to a joint 
announcement released 
Saturday by the Depart- 
ment for Combating Cor- 
ruption as well as the Cus- 
toms Department. 

The statement delineated 
a total of JD750,000 as 
embezzled through tamper- 
ing with receipts issued for 
the payment of customs 
fees on vehicles taken from 
the free zone area. 

Various goods brought 
into the free zone are nor- 
mally exempt from cus- 
toms duty, pendiog their re- 
export. but should 
importers want to bring 
them into local markets, 
customs duty is required. 

The statement described 
senior customs officers as 
spotting the embezzlement 
during a routine check. 

The suspects apparently 
issued the first and second 
carbon copies of receipts to 
vehicle owners, hearing the 


amount of the fees paid, 
but were producing the 
third and fourth carbon 
copies to their superiors, 
recording much lower 
amounts and pocketing the 
difference, it said. 

Citing one example of 
this embezzlement, the 
statement maintained that 
for one new Mercedes, a 
mere 230 fils appeared on 
an official receipt handed 
to the Customs Depart- 
ment while the customs 
duty on that particular car 
actually amounted to JD 
30,000. 

In some of the cited 
cases, vehicle owners were 
apparently actually cog- 
nisant of such embezzle- 
ment and in one case a car 
was taken from the free 
zone area without its own- 
ers paying a single fils in 
customs duty', according to 
the statement 

The suspects were report- 
ed to the prosecutor gener- 
al and investigations are 
underway. 


Committee reviews 
tourism projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Min- 
ister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh 
Irsheidat Sunday 

chaired a committee 
meeting to review 
progress in plans for 
implementing tourist 
projects, " financed 
through a Japanese 
grantT 

Subsequent to the 
meeting, the committee 
released a statement 
stating that six projects 
are slated to be devel- 
oped in the Amman 
region, the first of 
which regards central 
Amman, where a mod- 
em bus station and 
alleys linking the 
Roman Amphitheatre 
with the archaeological 
citadel are to be imple- 
mented at the cost of 
JD3 million. 

The committee also 
reviewed plans for cre- 
ating a National Muse- 
um at Ras A! Ain at the 
estimated cost of JD12 
million, a tourist road 
Unking the Dead Sea 
with the city of Madaba 
at the estimated cost of 
JD9 million, a Dead Sea 
panorama for JD4 mil- 
lion, the development 
of tourist facilities in 
Karak at the estimated 
cost of JD5 million and 
a tourist development 
centre in Salt for JD6 
million. 

These projects and 
others, scheduled to be 
executed in 1998, 
involve collaboration 
with the Ministry of 
Public Works, the 
Department of Antiqui- 
ties, the Amman munic- 
ipality. the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority fcJVA), 
and the Korak and Salt 
municipalities. 

Dr. Irsheidat main- 
tained that the develop- 
ment plan covers 
reservation of archaeo- 
ogical sites as well as a 
balance between tourist 
development and antiq- 


f c 


uity protection. 

According to the 
statement, agreement 
was reached between 
the ministry and the 
Japan International 
Cooperation Agency 
(JJCA), which conduct- 
ed a feasibility study on 
these projects, that the 
JICA submit a detailed 
programme for the 
implementation of 
development plans so 
that the various depart- 
ments involved might 
make arrangements for 
their work therein. 

They also agreed that 
each of the concerned 
departments form tech- 
nical committees to 
submit proposals per- 
taining to the execution 
of these plans. 

Dr. Irsheidat main- 
tained that Jordan antic- 
ipates a rise in tourism 
over the next few years 
and that it is -incumbent 
on the Kingdom to con- 
struct visitor facilities 
in conjunction with the 
private sector. 

The committee, 
formed by the Council 
of Ministers, groups 
representatives of the 
Department of Antiqui- 
ties, the municipalities 
of Amman, Karak and 
Salt, the JVA and the 
Ministry of Planning. 

Also Sunday, Dr. 
Irsheidat met with a 
German press delega- 
tion, invited by the 
Ministry of Tourism to 
explore archaeological 
sites and publicise 
them in an international 
Berlin tourism exhibit 
to be held between 
March 8th and 12th. 


Ensour meets with visiting 
Sudanese minister 


AMMAN J Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour Sunday 
told visiting Sudanese Min- 
ister of Agriculture Nafee 
Afi that Jordan is ready to 
offer assistance to Sudan in 
the fields of agriculture and 
higher education and is 
equally ready to renew 
bilateral agreements, previ- 
ously concluded between 
the two countries. 

Dr. Ensour maintained 
that Jordan supports 
Sudanese efforts to amelio- 
rate these two fields. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikai also 

attended the meeting. 

Earlier Sunday. Dr. 

Shneikar held a meeting 
with the Sudanese minister 
and discussed prospects for 


launching joint Jordanian- 
Sudanese agricultural pro- 
jects concerning livestock 
and farming with the aid of 
the Jordanian Hashemite 
Charily Organisation. 

Hie organisation had ear- 
lier implemented projects 
in Sudan, following a 
drought which struck that 
country. 

m 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed Jordanian purchases 
of meat and live sheep as 
well as the Kingdom's 
exportation of fertilisers to 
the African country, some- 
thing which, they affirmed, 
will be covered in detail by 
a bilateral committee, due 
to convene in Amman next 
month. 

Dr. Ensour subsequently 
received Director of the 


Sudanese Ministry of High- 
er Education's Foreign 
Relations Department 
Mohammad Nlirghani and 
the two discussed coopera- 
tion in higher education, 
possible exchanges of uni- 
versity teachers and exper- 
tise and scholarships for 
students to studs in the 

a 

other's eountry as outlined 
in a previously signed Jor- 
danian- Sudanese cultural 
protocol. 

Mr. Nlirghani described 
his eounirv as easier to ben- 

m 'em 

efil from Jordanian exper- 
tise in higher education and 
prepared to develop an 
executive programme b* 
the implementation of the 
cultural agreement. 


Ministry proposes measures to 

limit tribal revenge 


AMMAN i J.T. ) — The 
Ministry of Interior is 
proposing new measures to 
limit tribal revenge in cases 
of murder and rape, a local 
daily newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

Whiie tribal traditional 
law is neither legally sanc- 
tioned nor written, the gov- 
ernment does rectjeni.se 
their influence in certain 
jurisdictions. 

According to Al Aswaq 
Arabic daily, the ministry is 
recommending to the Cabi- 
net that exile from a district 
where a rape or murder has 
been purported to take 
place be restricted to the 
alleged killer or rapist and 
his immediate relatives. 

The ministry also sug- 
gested that any attack, 
burning or looting of the 
perpetrator's property be 
considered a separate crime 
and handled in accordance 
with existing civil law. 

According, to lawyer 
Emile Rawashdeh. tribal 
laws and traditions require 
that “all male relatives of 
an alleged killer or rapist, 
including cousins, brothers 


and siblings, back to the 
great, great, great grandfa- 
ther, leave die region in 
which the crime was com- 
mitted until the ease is ser- 
tled.” 

According to the new 
ministry proposal, howev- 
er, the measure would be 
restricted to the brothers 
and children of the alleged 
perpetrator, AI Aswaq 
reported. 

According to Mr. 
Rawashdeh! tribal custom 
dictates that exiles should 
leave their town for anoth- 
er. The ministry proposes 
that exiles be forced to 
move no further than to a 
locution within the same 
govemoratc or city in 
which they previously 
resided, or from one neigh- 
bourhood to another. 

Also, the ministry' stated, 
relatives of the perpetrator 
should not be sought out by 
the. relatives of the victim in 
order to take revenge if the 
former work in government 
departments or ore hospi- 
talised. 

According to Attorney 
Rawashdeh, within the dic- 


tates ot tribal law. any per- 
son committing premeditat- 
ed murder or manslaughter 
must seek exile until a trib- 
al reconciliation i-> reached. 

According t»» the King- 
dom's penal code, “any 
man who engages in sexual 
intercourse with a xirgin 

must either mam her or 

» 

face retribution." Mr. 
R uwashdeh at tint icd . 

Rape is punishable by 
law. However, m the ease 
of adultery, if the two 
involved are consenting 
adults, they are not liable 
for legal process unless a 
relative or a spouse appeals 
to court, he said. 

According to Mr. 
Rawashdeh. tribal disputes 
regarding “crimes of pas- 
sion" and murder are caus- 
ing “great problems for 
those authorities who must 
ensure the safety of an 
entire tribe'* in the case that 
a crime is committed. 

The ministry requested 
that its suggested regula- 
tions be assiduously 
applied, Al Aswaq reported. 


Islamists and opposition groups 
condemn Israeli premier’s visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan- 
ian Islamists and opposi- 
tion groups Sunday 
expressed dismay at Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's visit to 
Amman and demanded 
that all political groups 
condemn the visit. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) party said in a state- 
ment : “Netanyahu is being 
welcomed for talks in 
Amman at a time when he 
continues to declare, on 
every occasion, his plans 
for Judaising Jerusalem 
which he considers as 
Israel's united and eternal 
capital and pursues the 
construction of settle- 
ments. particiarly that of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim near 
Jersuulem." 

Mr. Netanyahu is making 
the visit after opening a 
new entrance to a tunnel 
□ear AJ Aqsa Mosque and 


while “pursuing the prac- 
tice of murdering the Arab 
people of Palestine. 
Jerusalem and Lebanon,'' 
added the IAF statement. 

“The blood of the Jordan 
Armed Forces, which was 
shed on Jerusalem's walls 
and in all of Palestine, 
cries out in condemnation 
of Netanyahu's visit as 
well as any negotiations 
with the terrorist, the mur- 
derer and the sponsor of 
Jewish settlements,” it 
said. 

“Our duty compels us to 
reject this aggressor visit 
in Amman and to stand by 
our nation,” it stated. 

A statement by Parlia- 
mentary' opposition groups 
also voiced condemnation 
of the visit “which is tak- 
ing place at a time when 
Israel continues to infringe 
on the Palestinian people's 
rights." 


“It is regrettable to see 
the government, which has 
committed itself to imple- 
menting all the provisions 
of the Wadi Araha treaty, 
refraining from holding 
Netanyahu to account for 
his actions and to see the 
government adopting the 
present policy of relations 
with the Zionist state, 
while not listening to the 
voice of the Jordanian peo- 
ple who reject all of these 
humiliating capitulations,” 
it said. 

The statement criticised 
the government for what it 
coiled an opening of doors 
to the enemies of the 
nation less than 24 hours 
after "these enemies 
announced their intention 
to Judaise Jerusalem and 
build more Jewish settle- 
ments.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan to take part in Iraqi seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Kingdom is scheduled to participate in a workshop regarding j 
the usage of saline and semi-saline w'ater in agriculture, organised by the Baghdad Uni- 
versity and scheduled to run from Feb. 24 through March 6. 


I 


IDB grants loans worth JD 4m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) proffered 12 loans in Jan^ 
uary totalling JD4 million to finance industrial projects. These projects have been esti- 
mated to have provided 450 job opportunities. 


Tourism seminar held at Yarmouk 

IRBID (Petra) — The Yarmouk University Anthropology Department Sunday held a 
seminar on the role of anthropology in tourist development. University President Mar- 
wan Kamal maintained that Jordan boasts many natural, historic and geographic sites j 
which also benefit the tourist industry. 
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China’s security forces tighten 
grip ahead of Deng’s funeral 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese 
security pounced on two 
men concealing guns in 
Tiananmen Square Sunday 
as President Jiang Zemin 
stepped up controls to en- 
sure calm before Deng 
Xiaoping's funeral. 

The men were detained 
and there was no confirma- 
tion whether the pistol and 
rifle found in a bag they 
were carrying were fake or 
real, but the incident 
showed the increased ten- 
sion as uniformed people's 
armed police implemented 
random searches through 
Tiananmen Square and its 
vicinity. 

Throughout the square, 
the heavy presence of plain- 
clothed and uniformed po- 
lice created a tense air in 
contrast to the nonchalant 
atmosphere immediately 
following patriarch Deng’s 
death late Wednesday. 

While soldiers and plain- 
clothed officers were happy 
to let visitors have their 
photographs taken in front 
of the national flag flying at 
half-mast, they let no one 
approach the monument to 
the martyrs further down 
the square — where a num- 
ber of anti-government de- 
monstrations have started in 


the past 

Anyone carrying flowers 
or wreaths for Mr. Deng, 
who died at the age of 92 
Wednesday, was immedi- 
ately stopped. 

The two men carrying 
guns were stopped as they 
walked under the massive 
portrait of Mao Tsetong at 
the north end of Tiananmen 
Square. 

A group of plain-clothed 
security officers swiftly 
moved in, pushed other peo- 
ple away and blocked all 
further view. 

Both the police precinct 
and the Beijing Public Se- 
curity Bureau refused to 
comment on the incident. 

The strong security grip 
reflected an anxiety to min- 
imise the chances of any 
spontaneous expression of 
grief or political demonstra- 
tion in the wake of the death 
of Deng or during his funer- 
al in the Great Hall of the 
People beside the square 
Tuesday. 

Public anger at the Chi- 
nese government was 
voiced during the funeral of 
former Communist Party 
chief Hu Yaobang in 19S9, 
and Jed to the pro-democra- 
cy demonstrations in Tia- 
nanmen Square that were 


crushed by the army on 
June 4. 

More than a decade earli- 
er. demonstrations broke 
out in the square after the 
death of late Premier Zhou 
Enlai in 1976. 

Further afield, police in 
Chengdu, the capital of 
Deng’s native province of 
Sichuan, said they dispersed 
spontaneous mourning de- 
monstrations that started 
early Thursday upon news 
of his death. 

Only in Deng's remote 
birthplace, the small village 
of Paifang, did China's se- 
curity apparatus openly al- 
low demonstrations of grief. 

Some 40.000 people 
descended on his family 
home Sunday, bringing to 
70,000 the total to have paid 
their respects there, a care- 
taker said. 

She said there was no hos- 
tility from local police, who 
were simply controlling traf- 
fic in and out of the tiny vil- 
lage, where Deng was bom in 
the 1 4- room house in 1904. 

President Jiang Zemin, 
who is Deng's annointed 
successor and chairs the fu- 
neral committee, has moved 
swiftly to stop any obstacles 
coming between him and 
the mantle of ultimate con- 


trol over China. 

Bur his grip on power 
does not appear absolute 
and the orchestrated calm 
that pervades the capital has 
led observers to fear that all 
may not be as serene as it 
looks. 

Workers and students re- 
fused to be drawn on their 
lack of mourning for Deng, 
which was in stark contrast 
to that shown for late party 
Chairman Mao Tsetong. 

They all said they were 
waiting to see what would 
happen, which was a 
marked shift from the initial 
apathy expressed as new$ of 
Mr. Deng’s death emerged. 

In a further move to pro- 
tect himself against any 
political infighting or spon- 
taneous demonstrations, Mr. 
Jiang has also barred his 
disgraced predecessor Zhao 
Ziyang from coming to 
Beijing and attending Mr. 
Deng’s state funeral Tues- 
day, the Hong Kong-based 
Sing Tao daily quoted a 
source in Beijing as saying. 

Mr. Jiang became Deng's 
annointed successor after 
Mr. Zhao was ousted during 
a fierce political rift over 
the 1 989 pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Tianan- 
men Square. 


Taleban crush revolt in east Afghanistan 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Afghanistan's Taliban mili- 
tia Sunday said it had 
crushed a week-long tribal 
revolt in eastern Kunar pro- 
vince after overruning the 
rebels' key stronghold at 
Asmar town. 

"The Taleban have cap- 
tured Asmar” in an over- 
night offensive, forcing the 
rebels to flee towards the 
mountains in the north, the 
Pakistan- based private Af- 
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
said, quoting a Taleban offi- 
cial. 

Three Kunar tribes — the 
Salarzai.- Mashwani and 
Gujar — had staged a rebel- 
lion against Taleban after 
the religious militia's fight- 
ers launched an operation 
earlier this month to seize 
weapons from the local 
population. 

Taleban official Maulavi 
Sadar Azam, who is deputy 
governor of eastern Jalala- 
bad City, claimed the revolt 
in Kunar province, border- 
ing Pakistan, had been 
"crushed” and the Islamic 
militia was now chasing the 
fleeing tribesmen in the 
mountains, the news agency 
said. 

He gave no details and in- 
dependent confirmation of 
the Taleban claim was not 
immediately available. 

The tribesmen led by Ma- 
lik Zurin had captured Bari- 
kot and Asmar towns, some 
210 kilometres east of Ka- 
bul. from the Taleban last 
Monday after three days of 
fighting which reportedly 
left around 40 dead on both 
sides. 

According to AIP. an im- 
portant Taleban official, 
identified as KaJeemutiah 
who was in charge of the 
education department in 
nearby Ningarhar province, 
was also killed in the tribal 
revolt. 

Mr. Azam claimed that 
only two Taleban fighters 
were injured in the opera- 
tion late Saturday to flush 
the rebels from Asmar. 

The tribal revolt was the 
second in Kunar since the 
Taleban seized Afghan cap- 
ital Kabul in lute Septem- 
ber. ousting President Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani and sen- 
ding his forces under former 
Defence Minister Ahmad 


Shah Masood fleeing to 
northern Afghanistan. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Mas- 
ood have joined with Uzbek 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum and several other fac- 
tions in an anti-Taleban al- 
liance fighting to regain 
control. 

A similar insurgency in 
Peech Darra, some 160 ki- 
lometres east of Kabul, in 
Kunar province late last 
year was put down by the 
Taleban after fierce fighting 
in which 40 combatants 
were reported killed and 
some 200 others wounded. 

Observers said the tribal 
revolt could have involved 
former Jalalabad Governor 
Haji Abdul Qadeer who 
ruled the three eastern Af- 
ghan provinces of Kunar, 
Laghman and Ningarhar 
before the Taleban took 
control of Kabul. 

The Taleban have alleged 
that opposition groups figh- 
ting against their forces in 
Kunar were using Pakistan 
as a base for their opera- 
tions. 

"It is a matter of concern 
for Afghansitan that anti- 
Afghan activities are taking 
place from inside Pakistani 
territory." Taleban Informa- 
tion and Culture Minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi told 
reporters in Kabul Saturday. 

However Mr. Muttaqi fell 
short of accusing Pakistan 
of directly aiding the anti- 
Taleban group but requested 
that authorities in Islama- 
bad curtail any rebel activi- 
ty. 

“We want Pakistan not to 
allow anti- Afghan activities 
which are underway from 
their territory.” he added. 

In Islamabad, a Foreign 
Office spokesman denied 
the reports saying the Tale- 
ban had not made any offi- 
cial complaints, adding that 
no anti-Taleban forces were 
operating from Pakistan. 

The spokesman added that 
Islamabad had no favourites 

among the warring Afghan 
factions and supported ef- 
forts by the United Nations 
to bring peace to the coun- 
try. 

Western observers in Ka- 
bul have said they believed 
Taleban’s dramatic rise to 
power was made possible 
by covert support from the 


Pakistani military and intel- 
ligence circles. 

The Taleban. now battling 
opposition forces in north- 
ern Afghanistan, control 
most of the southern two- 
thirds of the country. 

Meanwhile, four employ- 
ees of the French-based 
charity Action Centre La 
Faim lACF — Action 
Against Hunger) have been 
arrested in Kabul, witnesses 
said Saturday. 

The four men, two French 
expatriates and two local 
staff members, were being 
held by the Taleban militia. 

A spokeswoman at ACF 
Paris- headquarters- con- 
firmed the detention of ex- 
patriates Frederic Michel 
and Daniel Llorente. in 
charge of the charity's lo- 
gistics in Kabul. 

She said they were taken 
by Talebans from the Uni- 
ted Nations compound in 
Kabul Friday night but dec- 
lined to give more details. 

It was not immediately 
clear why the four had been 
arrested or if they were 
charged with any crime. 

The arrests followed a 
lunch organised by expatri- 
ate female sraff of Action 
Contre La Faim for local 
female employees. 

Witnesses said as many as 
15 armed Taleban fighters 
entered the ACF residence 
at about 1:00 p.m. (0830 
GMT) Friday, arresting a 
cook and a security guard, 
searching the house and 
removing cameras, pho- 
tographs, magazines and 
films. 

The two expatriates were 
arrested early Saturday at 
the United Nations Interna- 
tional Community Associa- 
tion building in central Ka- 
bul — where they were sta- 
ying — after protracted dis- 
cussions between Taleban 
authorities and U.N. offi- 
cials. 

Taleban authorities have 
said the portrayal of images 
of living human beings in 
photographs and paintings 
runs counter to Islamic Law. 

The ACF runs a number 
of projects in Kabul, includ- 
ing nutritional surveys and 
an emergency children fee- 
ding programme. It has sus- 
pended the projects until the 
situation has been clarified. 


Suharto ends Burma visit 


RANGOON (R) — Indonesian President 
Suharto ended a three-day visit to Burma 
Sunday that focused on cementing stronger 
relations berween the two nations without 
dwelling on political or human rights is- 
sues. officials said. 

Hundreds of well-wishers wearing bright, 
colour-coordinated sarongs lined the road 
leading to the airport to wave Indonesian 
flags at Mr. Suharto as they bade him fare- 
well Sunday morning. 

Mr. Suharto was accompanied at the air- 
port by Burmese Prime Minister and head 
of the ruling State Law and Order Restora- 
tion Council (SLORC), Senior General 
Than Shwe. 

Mr. Suharto's visit to Burma — the last 
stop on a week-long, three-nation tour that 
included Cambodia and Laos — comes 


amid questions over the acceptance of 
Burma as a full member of the Association 
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

The seven member nations of ASEAN 
have been pressured by several of their 
Western trading partners not to accept 
Burma as a full member until the SLORC 
improves its human rights record and 
agrees to talk with the democracy move- 
ment. 

ASEAN groups Brunei. Indonesia. Ma- 
laysia. the Philippines. Singapore. Thailand 
and Vietnam. Burma. Cambodia and Laos 
are due to join the group soon although a 
date has not been set. 

Burmese democracy leader, Nobel Peace 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. has also urged 
ASEAN to rethink its plan to allow Burma 
to become a full member. 


More 

protests held 
in Albania ’s 

south 

VLORE CR) — Anti-gov- 
ernment protests in Al- 
bania's south showed no 
sign of abating Sunday as 
about 5.000 marchers 
staged their 18th daily pro- 
test march along the palm- 
lined main boulevard of 
this Adriatic port town. 

The Balkan country's rel- 
atively • more prosperous 
south- has. been hardest, hit 
by the collapse of five 
dubious Pyramid invest- 
ment schemes last month 
which wiped out the life 
savings of hundreds of 
thousands of Albanians. 

Destitute investors blame 
the right-wing government 
of President Sali Berisha 
and Prime Minister Alek- 
sander Meksi for not clam- 
ping down on the schemes 
when they boomed and 
keeping bapless investors 
in the dark about their dan- 
gers. 

“We are demonstrating 
both because we want our 
money back and we want 
the government to resign," 
protester Engjell Dine said. 
“We’re determined to keep 
on going until the bitter 
end.” 

The demonstrators rallied 
in front of Vlore University 
to express their support for 
a group of 55 students who 
went on an anti-govern- 
ment hunger strike Thurs- 
day. 

“The main purpose of our 
hunger strike is to force the 
government to resign as 
soon as possible and for a 
technical government- to be 
formed to deal with the 
problems which are hurting 
our city.” student leader 
Leonhard Kagtalli said. 

Mr. Berisha last week 
embarked on a election 
campaign-style tour across 
Albania to tell his desper- 
ate people that only the rul- 
ing Democratic Party could 
resolve the crisis. 

But his office Sunday 
said Mr. Berisha had no 
immediate plans to travel 
to the country’s south, 
which has spearheaded op- 
position against his go- 
vernment since five fraud- 
ulent funds collapsed in 
January, sparking weeks of 
popular protest 

Sources close to the pres- 
idency had indicated Satur- 
day that Mr. Berisha was 
due to travel to the town of 
Fiere,some 110 kilometres 
south of Tirana. Sunday. 

Addressing hand-picked 
supporters in several cities 
across central and northern 
Albania over the past 
week, Mr. Berisha has pro- 
mised to step up economic 
growth and exempt some 
of the worst-hit investors 
from paying taxes for two 
years. 


Smoke bellows out from the sixth and seventh floor of 36-storey central Bangkok 
building, as firefighters try to extinguish flames Sunday (Reuter photo) 

Three dead, over 100 rescued 
in Bangkok towering inferno 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Fire 
swept through a brand new 
36-storey building here 
Sunday killing three people 
while scores had to be air- 
lifted to safety on .the eve of 
the opening of some offices 
in the multi-million tower 
block, police said. 

Strong winds and billow- 
ing, thick smoke hampered 
firefighters but police re- 
ported that over 100 strand- 
ed inside the burning build- 
ing had been lifted to safety 
by six helicopters flown in 
to the rescue. 

The death toll rose to 
three after rescuers found a 
charred body on the fourth 
floor of the building. 

Two died earlier after fal- 
ling to the ground as they 
tried to escape the flames, 
which licked up the side of 
the President Tower in the 
Thai capital's Ploenchit 
Road, witnesses said. 

Eight survivors were 
rushed to nearby police hos- 
pital with serious injuries, 
including one man in inten- 
sive care with burns to over 
90 per cent of his body, said 
a senior hospital official. 
Major General Somsak Vi- 
watanand. 

“The first man was hang- 
ing out the window but it 
was too hot and he dropped 
to the ground. I didn't know 
how to help,” said one dis- 
traught witness speaking to 
television reporters. 

“I could see the other guy 
but 1 knew I couldn't help 
him. 1 walked away." he 
said. 


Witnesses said that some 
of those who were wounded 
had a miraculous escape af- 
ter they lept from as high as 
the 10th floor. 

Deputy. Interior' Minister 
Cfi'dtTeriri" Yoobam’riVng 
warned the death foil could 
still rise as firefighters sear- 
ched the building. 

Officials said that a total 
of 1 01 survivors were taken 
to hospital for check-ups. 
Some 24 had minor injuries. 

Thousands of onlookers 
gathered as six helicopters 
were brought in to winch up 
the trapped. One craft 
crashed when a rotary blade 
was shorn off by a tree and 
electricity cables, but it 
managed to land safely. 

Firefighters also moved in 
to battle the blaze from the 
ground but their hoses could 
only reach the eighth floor. 

Most of those trapped 
inside were construction 
workers still working on the 
building which is only par- 
tially opened. Others were 
office workers decorating 
their offices to be opened 
Monday. 

The fire broke out in the 
late morning at about il 
am. (0400 GMT) following 
an electrical fault. It was 
finally extinguished some 
five and half hours later, the 
facing blue tinted windows 
charred black on the lower 
storeys. 

Chaiermpan Srivikom. 
chairman of the President 
Tower Company said the 
building is valued at 2.4 bil- 
lion baht ($96 million) and 


is insured for 1.5 billion 
baht. 

Bangkok Governor Bhi- 
chit Rattakul said that more 
than 40 city fire engines had 
rushed 'io* the scene. WhHc a 
further’ '5 1 Were sent from 
the Police Fire Brigade Di- 
vision. 

He announced late Sun- 
day that the area surround- 
ing the skyscraper had been 
pronounced a danger zone 
and was off-limits. 

The deputy interior minis- 
ter said at the scene that an 
air conditioning system be- 
ing repaired on the seventh 
floor had caught fire in an 
office which was about to 
be opened. 

“I think that no lives 
would have been lost if peo- 
ple had not panicked. If 
they had stayed and waited 
for rescuers, those who died 
could have survived,” he 
said. 

One survivor, Yongyot 
said he had heard two ex- 
plosions and seen people 
fleeing through the ground- 
floor entrance. Blocked by 
the blaze, some had leapt 
for their lives. 

Those who died were 
named by police as Sintha- 
wee Inpiu, 35. from Mukda- 
harn province and Souhanh 
N a milling, 37 of Lampang 
province, who had been ins- 
talling furniture in a new 
office in the President Tower. 

Police said the third fatal- 
ity could not immediately 
be identified as man oir 
woman because the body 
had been burned so badly. 


Bhutto weeps at brother’s murder probe 


KARACHI (,R) — Pakis- 
tan's former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto wept as she 
told a judicial tribunal Sa- 
turday she believed the kil- 
ling of her estranged broth- 
er Murraza was part of a 
conspiracy to topple her 
government 

She accused President 
FaroOq Leghari of conduct- 
ing psychological warfare 
against her before sacking 
her three-year-old govern- 
ment on Nov. 5 on disputed 
charges of corruption and 
misrule. 

“The plan behind it was io 
overthrow my govern- 
ment,” Ms. Bhutto said of 
Murtaza’s death in a Sept 
20 police shootout outside 
his home in Karachi’s sea- 
side Clifton area. 

Before attending the 
three-judge inquiry into the 
killing, she caressed a black 
goat at her fortress-like Bi- 
lawal House residence 


where the animal was 
slaughtered as a traditional 
sacrifice to ward off evil 
spirits. 

Karachi's Supreme Court 

building was guarded by 
more than 100 armed police 
and paramilitary rangers. 

Ms. Bhutto's father Zulfi- 
kar Ali Bhutto was toppled 
as prime minister in a 1977 
army coup and executed in 
1979 after a controversial 
conviction for conspiring in 
the murder of a political 
opponent. 

Her youngest brother 
Shahnawaz died of suspect- 
ed poisoning in France in 
1985. 

Her Pakistan People s 
Pany (PPP) was routed in 
Feb. 3 elections, which gave 
a landslide victory to 'new 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif's Pakistan Muslim 
League Party. 

Ms. Bhutto accused un- 
specified “hidden hands and 


moving shadows" of con- 
spiring to overthrow her 
when she decided to move a 
vote of confidence in the 
previous National Assem- 
bly (lower house). 

Mr. Leghari dentes that he 
conspired to remove Ms. 
Bhutto, who got him elected 
as president after 1993 gen- 
eral elections won bv^the 
PPP. y 

Mrs. Bhutto said Mr. Le- 
ghari s agenda was io "hi 
jack” the ppp a„ d 

™* president for a second 
term. -He wanted ro be <fe 

facto president and de theto 
prime minister.” 

Members of Murtaza's 
breakaway Shaheed Bhutto 
foeutm of the PPP accuse 
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Azerbaijan 

attacks 

■ 

Russian 
arms sales 
to Armenia 


BAKU (R) — Azerbaijan 
has strongly protested 
against alleged Russian 
arms supplies to its enemy 
Armenia and called for an 
investigation by the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Aman Tuleev. Russian 
minister for cooperation 
with countries of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, said last week that 
84 T-72 tanks and 50 in- 
fantry combat vehicles had 
been transferred from Rus- 4 
sia to Armenia from 1994 ™ 
to 96. 

A statement by the Azeri 
Foreign Ministry Saturday 
said die shipments were “a 
gross violation of the Con- 
ventional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) agreement.” The ag- 
reement limits the amount 
of heavy conventional 
weaponry that member 
countries may station in 
certain areas. 

Armenia Friday denied 
having received the wea- 
pons at all. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have been embroiled in a 
nine-year conflict over the 
disputed region of Nagor- 
no-Karabakh. which is po- 
pulated by ethnic Armen- 
ians but surrounded by 
Azeri territory. 

War over the issue killed 
more than 15,000 people 
before a ceasefire was dec- 
lared in 1994 after massive 1 
Armenian territorial gains. 

Talks to resolve the issue, 
in which Russia and the 
OSCE have taken a mediat- 
ing role, are deadlocked 
and the prospects for a set- 
tlement seem remote. 

The Azeri statement said 
the alleged arms shipments 
“dealt a blow to the author- 
ity of the Russian Federa- 
tion and to its role as an in- 
termediary in the Armen- 
ian- Azeri conflict." 

It demanded Russia and 
the OSCE “carry' out an 
inspection on the territory 
of Armenia and the territo- 
ries of Azerbaijan which it 
has occupied." Twenty per 
cent of Azeri territory is 
now controlled by Armen- 
ian forces. 

Mr. Tuleev said the ship- 
ments had been “in viola- 
tion of proper procedure 
and without the permission . 
of the government.” 

"At the same time a 
Russian delegation is con- 
ducting talks with Azerbai- 
jan on development of 
bilateral trade and econom- 
ic relations, behind its 
back. Armenia gets mili- 
tary hardware from Mos- 
cow.” he said. 

Mr. Tuleev said the arms, 
worth 271 billion roubles 
($48 million) had yet to be 
paid for and called the 
issue a further hindrance to 
the process of inteeration 
among CIS states. He de- 
manded an investi nation by 
Russia s chiet prosecutor. 

Azeri officials have regu- 
larly accused Russia of aid- 
ing Armenia in the conflict. 
Armenia and Russia have 
deep historical lies and ma- 
ny Armenians see Russia as 
a protector against their 
longtime enemv and neigh- 
bour Turkey, which has 

close cultural and political . 
fids with Azerbaijan. 

In a separate' develop- 
ment, Armenia and Iran arc 
to interconnect their elec- 
hicny grids next week in a 
move which should case 
the lormer’s critical power 
shortage. Armenia’s energy 
minister was quoted as say- 
ing Saturday. 

Karen Gaioustjan said an 
agreement hud been 
reached when he visited 

™ [ rom fob. |? to 20, 
and the connection would 
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Civilians observe a crater Sunday, made by a 200 kDo bomb which fell on the crowded Kadutu market during a 
raid by the Zairean Air Force last week. The bombing raid which hit all civilian areas left at least nine dead and 
over 40 wounded. The fighting in eastern Zaire continues despite recent attempts by the international community 
to ini tiate peace talks (R enter photo) 

Albright cold-shouldered by Japan I N. Korean 


over food aid for North Korea 


TOKYO IAFP) — Japan 
gave a cool response Sun- 
day to appeals from U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright to act on an 
urgent request for food aid 
for North Korea, officials 
said. 

She also used her first en- 
counter with Japanese lead- 
ers since taking office last 
month to address trade fric- 
tions, warning of reprisals 
for Tokyo’s alleged discrim- 
ination against U.S. firms in 
the maritime- transport mar- 
ket. 

Ms. Albrighr asked Japa- 
nese Foreign Minister Yuki- 
hiko Ikeda to respond in a 
“forward-looking” way to 
the recent World Food 
Programme (WFP) appeal 
but he reacted cautiously, 
Japanese officials said. 

She made the request 
shortly after her arrival 
from Seoul on the second, 
leg of her first Asian tour« 

_ v i ll . 


to have a breakfast meeting 
Monday with Prime Minis- 
ter Ryu taro Hashimoto be- 
fore flying to Beijing, the fi- 
nal stop of her tour, where 
preparations were under 
way for the funeral of para- 
mount leader Deng Xiao- 
ping. 

Over the food aid, Ms. 
Albright reminded Mr. Ike- 
da that Pyongyang was pre- 
pared to make exploratory 
contact on four-way Korean 
peace talks which also in- 
volve China. 

The WFP has appealed for 
$41.6 million in food aid to 
the Stalinist state. The Uni- 
ted Slates has committed 
$10 million and South Ko- 
rea $6 million. 

Japan insists that it is in a 
different position from the 
United States and South 
Korea. 

“You should not make 


repor- 


since becoming state seefe- • ters Wednesday. “Was there 
taiy. She has also visited six any abduction incident bet- 


the 


European nations on the 
way. 

Mr. Ikeda pointed to alle- 
gations that Japanese natio- 
nals had been kidnapped to 
the North in the past, a 
question which has been de- 
nied by Pyongyang but 
stalled rapprochement talks 
with Tokyo for more than 
four years. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums, 
at a separate briefing, said 
Mrs. Albright and Mr. Ikeda 
had discussed the Korean 
situation “at great length” 
and there was a “broad- 
scale agreement in most of 
this issue.” 

But he refused to com- 
ment on the Japanese stand 
on the aid issue. 

Mrs. Albright is scheduled 


ween the U.S. government 
and North Korea? ... Does 
America have a case like U 
Un-Hye?” 

Ms. Li Un-Hye is a Japa- 
nese woman allegedly ab- 
ducted by North Korean 
agents to train spies. 

Tokyo broke off rapproch- 
ement talks with Pyong- 
yang in late 1992 when 
Norih Korean negotiators 
walked out after Japan de- 
manded information on Ms. 
Li Un Hye. 

The 1977 disappearance 
of a 13-year-old Japanese 
girl was recently back in the 
limelight with allegations 
that she was kidnapped by a 
North Korean agent. 

On economic issues, Mrs. 
Albright asked for improve- 
ments in market access to 


areas ranging from automo- 
biles and pans to civil avia- 
tion and Japanese maritime 
ports, the officials and Mr. 
Bums said. 

She demanded a quick re- 
sponse over Japan's alleged 
refusal of licenses to let 
non-Japanese firms perform 
stevedore services, the offi- 
cials said. 

Ms. Albright told Mr. Ikeda 
that the U.S. Federal Mari- 
time Commission (FMCj, an 
independent organ isadon, 

might impose penalties for 
each Japanese ship calling at 
an American port. 

Later in a meeting with 
International Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Shinji Sato, 
Ms. Albright warned of 
trade friction flaring up 
again in the auto sector if 
Japan failed to deliver on a 
pledge to help U.S. firms 
open dealerships. 

On ,the. question .of a 
landowners ■ revolt aghinst 
renewing leases on land 
used by U.S. forces in Oki- 
nawa. Ms. Albright sought 
an “amicable solution" 
while Mr. Ikeda promised 
Tokyo would do everything 
possible, the officials said. 

Ms. Albright also met 
with the state minister for 
defence, Fumio Kyuma, 
and reaffirmed a policy of 
maintaining the present 
U.S. troop levels in Japan 
although land used for LF-S. 
bases in Okinawa was to be 
cut by 20 per cent. 

Mr. Bums said Ms. 
.Albright wanted economic 
issues to be a “regular pan 
of her discussions with 
Japanese leaders ” He noted 
that her meeting with Mr. 
Sato was the first time a 
secretary of state had met a 
Japanese trade minister in 
14 years. 


The Birdcage wins top honours 
at Screen Actors Guild Awards 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Za- 
ny comedy film The Bird- 
cage won one of the top ho- 
nours at the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards Saturday in a 
surprise victory over other 
movies that are considered 
likely favourites to win an 
Oscar. 

While the Screen Actors 
Guild does not hand out a 
“best picture” award, it hon- 
oured The Birdcage for best 
ensemble performance in a 
motion picture, over such 
films as The English Patient 
and Shine, both Academy 
Award nominees. 

The Birdcage, which was 


released early last year was 
not nominated for an Aca- 
demy Award for best pic- 
ture. 

“For the first time in my 
life. I was totally speech- 
less," one of the film’s stars, 
Nathan Lane, said after the 
ceremony. “You could have 
knocked all of us over with 
a feather. We were in a state 
of shock." 

Screen Actors Guild 
Awards, which are based on 
the votes of the 7S.000 
members of the Actors’ Un- 
ion. are seen as an endorse- 
ment of actors by their 
peers, and often as a precur- 


sor of likely winners at the 
Academy Awards, which 
will be presented next 
month. 

Small, independent films 
were also among the big 
winners, with Frances Mc- 
Dormand honoured as best 
actress in a motion picture 
for her role as a police de- 
tective in the offbeat mur- 
der film Fargo and Geoffrey 
Rush winning the best actor 
award for Shine, the stoiy 
of brilliant young pianist 
destroyed by mental illness. 

Both McDormand and 
Rush are up for Academy 
Awards. 


Japan’s very respectable 
prince speaks out ... a bit 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Crown Prince 
Naruhito has given a rare press conference 
in which he politely acknowledged the pub- 
lic’s right to speculate on when he will pro- 
duce an heir but gently chided the media 
not to get too nosy. 

The very -respectful - news conference by 
this very respectable royal, held nine days 
ago but’ timed for release on the prince s 
37th birthday Sunday, was a far cry from 

soul-searching recent appearances by 
Britain's scandal-caned royals who both 
fascinate and repel many Japanese. 

Prince Naruhito’s carefully worded res- 
ponses to questions during the 17-minute 


conference gave no clues on whether a baby 
might be on the horizon for him and his 
wife. Crown Princess Masako. 

“I fully recognise the importance of this 

matter and the degree to which the people 
are interested in this question,’’ the prince 
said. “I would like to refrain from making 
any further comment." 

Public fascination with the issue lies in 
the fact that so far the Japanese imperial 
succession is not assured beyond Prince 
Naruhito’s generation. 

Under the Japanese system, only male 
descendants of the male line of the imperi- 
al family can become emperor. 


funeral 
list hints 
at power 


SEOUL (R) — N onh Ko- 
rea may be in the throes of 
a power struggle, analysts 
and media reports said 
Sunday after Pyongyang 
signalled a major leader- 
ship shake-up. 

In an apparent bid to 
show that top leader Kim 
Jong-Il was still in charge, 
Pyongyang radio reported 
his first public appearance 
since a high-level defec- 
tion 1 1 days ago. 

Cracks have been appea- 
ring in the hierarchy of the 
secretive Communist na- 
tion — already destabi- 
lised by food shortages — 
since the defection - - of 
Hwang Jang-Yop, die 
country's top ideologue, to 
South Korea's Beijing em- 
bassy on Feb. 12. 

Premier Kang Song-San, 
66, was replaced last 
Friday. And on Saturday, 
North Korean media re- 
ported the death a day ear- 
lier of Defence Minister 
Choe Kwang. 78. 

The line-up of Choc’s fu- 
neral committee — a fairly 
reliable gauge of power — 
indicated that the sudden 
departure of three senior 
figures was just the latest 
in a series of exits among 
the ruling elite. 

Large-scale changes 
since a similar list was is- 
sued two years ago has ad- 
ded weight to speculation 
of a Pyongyang power 
struggle as Mr. Kim pre- 
pares at last to assume the 
formal titles of state presi- 
dent and general secretary 
of the ruling Worker's Par- 
ty vacant since his father. 
Kim II-Sung, died in 1 994. 

There was no official ex- 
planation for the departure 
of Mr. Kang, ranked sixth 
in the power structure, al- 
though he was known to be 
ailing. Choe. who died of a 
heart attack, was number 
seven in the pecking order. 

The latest list of 85 
names announced by the 
official North Korean me- 
dia shows that up to one 
third of the top 30 posi- 
tions have changed hands. 

“There has been a power 
shift,’* South Korea's top 
newspaper, the Chosun 11- 
bo, said Sunday. 

“They've already been 
dismissed or there's a seri- 
ous power struggle inside 
North Korea." the Dong A 
llbo daily said. 

Deputy Premiers Choe 
Yong-Rim and Kim Hwan 
and former Premier Yon 
Hyong-Muk were off the 
list, as was Workers' Party 
strategy chief O Kuk-Ryol 
and central military com- 
mission member Ri Ha-11. 

Military men have made 
the most gains. 

“There has been quite a 
sharp rise in power by mil- 
itary officials,” said a re- 
port in the Naewoe Press, 
which monitors the North 
Korean media. 

Japan's Yomiuri Shim- 
bun daily said Workers' 
Party strategist O enjoyed 
the support of young mili- 
tary officers. 


Kalima falls to Zaire rebels as 
new bombing raids reported 


KISANGANI, Zaire (AFP) — The town of Kalima and its 
refugee camp in eastern Zaire have fallen to rebels, in- 
formed sources said here Sunday, amid reports that dozens 
had been killed in new air raids against rebel positions. 

Humanitarian officials had said Saturday that 25.000 
Rwandan refugees had fled the Kalima camp in panic amid 
repons of renewed fighting in the urea, and said unidenti- 
fied troops had been spotted at the camp's runway. 

Religious sources here confirmed that Kalima had fallen 
early Sunday. They said rebels had quietly moved in and 
taken the camp Saturday with no fighting. ' 

As reports circulated of the town's fall, sources here said 
Sunday that dozens of people had been killed in the past 
few days in air raids by Zairean government forces on rebel 
positions on the road beftveen Kisangani and Bafwusende, 
further to the north. 

The bombing and machine-gun raids sparked panic and 
left victims among both the rebels and civilians, the sources 
said. Civilians were fleeing towards Kisangani, they said. 

Government forces said the bombardments would contin- 
ue until the area was “cleansed.'* 

Kinshasa had been sharply criticised for earlier bombing 
raids, which began last week and which were reported to 
have caused numerous civilian casualties. 

The Kalima camp was only opened last Monday, initially 
to house 25.000 Rwandan Hutu refugees who evacuated 
their camp at Shubunda. 70 kilometres to the east, at the 
start of the month when Zairean rebels arrived in the area. 

Aid workers said the flight of the refugees had taken 
place within the space of around an hour. 

“It was incredible. There was nothing left there, as if the 
camp had never existed,” a member of one non-govem- 
mental organisation said. 

Fighting broke out in eastern Zaire in October, when 
mainly Tutsi rebels launched a campaign that has since 
escalated into an offensive to overthrow the president. 

The rebels claim they now control some 20 per cent of 
Zaire. Certainly they hold a long swathe of eastern Zaire 
around 1 ,000 kilometres along its eastern borders. 

At the beginning of February, relief organisations esti- 
mated that 400.000 Rwandan Hutus remained in eastern 
Zaire and the fighting has prompted many to tlee camps in 


the area. 

Recent attempts to bring the two sides together for talks 
in Cape Town appear to have hogged down. 

South African and U.S. negotiators have been talking sep- 
arately to both warring sides in the Zairean conflict in a bid 
to kick-start negotiatons. 

Rebel leader Laurent- Desire* Kabila had announced 
Friday that his fighters would scale hack their fighting dur- 
ing the Cape Town talks. But late Friday, the Zairean gov- 
ernment rejected all negotiations with the rebels, whom it 
claims are supported by Rwanda. UganJu and Burundi. 

Meanwhile. Zaire's President Mobutu Sese Seko lias 
shaken up the army high command, naming .» new com- 
mander of land forces, which are battling rebels in the 
country's east, state radio reported Saturday. 

General Mosala Mndjandongo. commander of the Lower 
Zaire region. ivpJaced General MuJumhu Ainboic. ir said, 
quoting a presidential decree signed by Mr. Mobutu on Feb. 
17. before his departure for his villa in France Frid.iv. 

The shake-up follows advances b> rebels from the east on 
several fronts, blunting an army counter-offensive launched 
from Zaire's third city of Kisangani on Jan, 2<>. 

Defence olficiuls contacted hv Reufeis S.uurd.iv were 

• ■ 

unable to elaborate on the reasons lor the latest change m 
the high command, which has seen its forces straggling 
against the rebels. 

Mr. Mobutu, who had prostate surgery List August in 
Europe, returned to Zaire* after tour months absence and 
shu filed the army high command in December. 

He appointed General Mahcie Lieko Bokungo as armed 
forces chief of staff. Gen. Maliele is one of the few seuioj 
generals in Zaire who has earned his jcpuratitm on the bat- 
tlefield and not through close familv or ethnic ties to Mr. 
Mobutu. 

A senior Defence Ministrv official said earlier Saturel.o 

m • 

that Zaire's armed forces had been using helicopter gun- 
ships to attack rebels advancing front the north and east on 
Kisangani. 

“Since Wednesday «mr MI-24 cnmlut helicopter luxe been 
conducting raids between BalxvaseiiJe and H.m.tha. " the e - !ii- 
eial told Reuters, adding Uiat rebels had been as close as i > 
kilometres to the city. The raids continued Fridas 


Algerian forces reportedly kill 88 rebels 


PARIS (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian security forces have 
killed 88 guerrillas over the 
past week in operations cur- 
ried out in four rebel strong- 
holds. a leading Algerian 
newspaper said Sunday. 

At least 18 other rebels 
were killed in infighting 
between guerrilla factions, 
said A! Watan daily, quoting 
what it called a reliable 
sources. 

Security forces, in a si- 
multaneous operations in' 
Me’dea and ihe'mounrainous ‘ 
Chrea regions.* killed 60 
guerrillas, it said. 

More than 150 villagers 
had been slaughtered in the 
past four months in Chrea 
and Medea in suspected 
Muslim militant raids, inc- 
luding 33 people hacked to 
death 10 days ago in Ker- 


rach hamlet in Chrea area. 
50 kilometres south of Al- 
giers. 

Twenty-three guerrillas 
were killed Thursday and 
Friday in Magma Kheira 
village. 60 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, said 
A1 Watan widely seen as 
well-informed in security 
affairs. 

Security forces stormed a 
rebel hideout in Algiers last 
week killing five militants 
holding a meeting to plot 
-unspecified attacks in -the 
Algerian capital, the paper 
added. 

The paper made no men- 
tion of casualties in the 
ranks of the security forces. 

The bodies of five guerril- 
las killed in infighting were 
found Thursday on a road- 
side in Larba. 22 kilometres 


south of Algiers, A1 Watim 
said. 

The five men were mem- 
bers of a group which broke 
awav wifh the Armed Is- 

m 

lantie Group [GlAj. Alge- 
ria's ruthless guerrilla fac- 
tion. it said. 

Thirteen more guerrillas 
have died in the past week 
in a turf xvar between rival 
guerrilla factions in the 
western region of Sidi Bel 
Abbes. AI Watan added. 

, President Liamine Zer- 
ouai was quoted earlier .this 
month us saying that the lat- 
est wave of killing in Al- 
geria was the result of set- 
tling scores between rival 
rebels. 

About 6U,(K)U people have 
been killed in Algeria’s vio- 
lence since early 1992 when 
the authorities cancelled a 


ecnerai election in which 

V 

radical Islamists had taken a 
huge lead. 

The government plans in 
hold niulii-p.ui\ patfiamen- 
turx elections on Mj\ 29 or 

m m 

June 5. 

Algerian seeuritv forces 

^ m 

have slain five members of 
a splinter group ot the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(G1A). the Al Watan daily 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Among them w;is the lea- 
der of .the group know n as 
Katihai Al .Ansar, a dissident 
faction ot ihe GIA — ifw 
most extreme of the armed 
Islamic groups fighting the 

country's military -backed 

■ ■ 

regime — ihe paper said. 

The foe were killed while 
holding a meeting in an 
apartment in centra! Algiers, 
the newspaper reported. 


Yeltsin says fully recovered, sees NATO compromise 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — President Boris Yeltsin, looking 
thin but lively on his first public appearance for nearly two 
months, said Sunday he expected to strike a deal on NATO 
expansion plans at next month's summit with Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who met U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright Friday, said after a wreath-laying ceremony for 
Russia's war dead that Moscow would stall the inclusion of 
its former East European allies into the Western alliance as 
long as possible. 

He told reporters he hoped to reach a compromise when 
he met the U.S. President in Helsinki on March 20 and 21. 

“We are firm in our position. We are apposed to NATO 
enlargement. Our task now' is to stall it as long as possible 
and not allow the renewal of confrontation." Mr. Yeltsin 
said after the short ceremony marking Russia's Defenders 
of the Fatherland Day. 

“We have agreed to look for a compromise and I think we 
will find this compromise at the summit we are holding 
with President Clinton on March 20-21.” he said at the 
memorial to the unknown soldier outside the Kremlin wall. 

Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov will hold 
talks in Brussels Sunday with NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana. it is the latest in an intensive round of diplo- 
matic negotiations surrounding the alliance's expansion 
plans, which Moscow sees as a threat to security and a 
domestic political embarrassment. 

Mr. Yeltsin spent nearly 20 minutes on the ceremony and 
chatting with journalists in bright sunshine. 

Wearing a heavy dark blue coat, he ignored the freezing 
temperature and removed his fur hat during the ceremony. 

Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and other govern- 
ment leaders also anended. 

It was the first time Mr. Yeltsin has been seen in public 
since he went down with pneumonia in earls January. The 
illness which thwarted his attempt to make an early recov- 
ery from the heart bypass operation he underwent last 
November. He has spent little time in the Kremlin since 
being reelected last July. 

Mr. Yeltsin has spoken on television and been pho- 
tographed briefly during meetings with visiting officials but 
has not met the media or public face-to-face since new year. 

Walking a little stiffly but with confidence and speaking 


clearly, he told reporters he had lost 26 kilogramme during 
his illnesses of the past few months. 

”1 have fully recovered now. I just have to gain some 
strength.” he said. “My brain is working fine.” 

Asked about attempts by the opposition-dominated par- 
liament to remove him on health grounds. Mr. Yeltsin 
showed some of his old fire, growling: ‘This is a purelx 
political. Communist campaign. But they should kmnx I am 
a fighter and I remain a Jlghier. They shouldn't attack me 
too hard because 1 can hit back." 

Mr. Yeltsin also touched on the question of Russian mili- 
tary reform Sunday, saying there xxere “difficulties." but 
adding that “progress is already visible.” 

He said that “soldiers should feel optimistic.” 

The Russian army is suffering from an acute shortage of 
funds and deepening problems of morale and Defence 
Minister Igor Rodionov has issued a series of strongly 
worded warnings. 

Gen. Rodionov Sunday reiterated his eoneern over the 
state of Russia's armed forces as the Kremlin issued reas- 
suring statements on the country's defence systems. 

In a speech in honour of Russia's Armed Forces Day. 
Gen. Rodionov warned that the country's strategic systems 

needed close monitoring, ihe Interfax News Acencv said. 

»■ 9 * 

“What exists must be preserved before we worry about 
reform." he said. 

“We have enough planes and missiles, but there is a risk 
that our control systems will no longer be reliable.” Gen. 
Rodionov said, adding: “Russia could lose control of its 
nuclear arms.” 

“If concrete measures are not taken before 2UIHI ... 
Russia's defence system will he destroyed." Gen. Rodionov 
said. 

Last week ITAR-TASS reported thai Mr. Yeltsin hud 
asked "rime Minister Chernomyrdin to verify personally 
the reliability of Russia's strategic missile systems. 

Mr. Yeltsin's move came after Gen. Rodionov submitted 
a report earlier this month in which he said the country 's 
nuclear forces w'ere in danger of getting out of control. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin made an inspection of the Ballistic 
Missile Forces Command near Moscow and said it was 
"reliable.” 


Peru ends dangerous search for mudslide victims 


LIMA (R) — The bodies of 
up to 300 peasants will re- 
main entombed under a 
thick crust of mud in south- 
eastern Peru after authori- 
ties decided Saturday' the 
risk to rescuers from mud- 
slides or epidemics was too 
great to continue digging. 

’ “It is better to save our 
own lives than recover dead 
people,” Luis Barra, mayor 
of the village of Abancay 
and local civil defence 
chief, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Rescuers Saturday dug 


another four bodies out of 
the mud and rocks which 
engulfed the .Andean Moun- 
tain villages of Ccocha and 
Pumaranra before dawn 
Tuesday. But driving rain 
triggered a fresh mudslide 
and they abandoned their 
work. 

"We worked from eight in 
the morning ( 1300 GMT I to 
two (1900 GMT) in the af- 
ternoon. when more mud 
came sliding down, which 
scared us. So we decided to 
call off the search.” Mr. 
Barra said. 


Nearly 50 bodies have 
been recovered by civil de- 
fence workers who have la- 
boured under the constant 
threat of the mudslides that 
are common in Peru's rainy 
season. 

Mr. Barra said bodies 
closest to the surface have 
now been found, but the rest 
were more than two metres 
below. The buried bodies 
were beginning to rot. and 
posed less of a threat of 
causing epidemics if they 
were left under mud. 

Their advanced state of 


putrefaction made ihe hod- 
ies found Saturday — the 
legless corpse of a woman, 
a girl and ivvo children — 
impossible to identify. 

With the rain s till pouring 
down, exposed nearby vil- 
lages have been evacuated 
by troops who went from 
hut to hut to persuade reluc- 
tant residents to leave be- 
hind their chickens, sheep 
and Guinea pigs. 

About 250 Vanities have 
lost their homes, and anoth- 
er 230 have been evacuated 
front exposed sites. 



6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan limes, Monday, February 24, 1997 



Jordan Times 


Arab 




ddy paWnbnt ta gPftfA by ibc 
Enabfehed 1TO 
<— j« > iuwn.^-i 


r- *r — >ft Wu» 

Chairman of (be Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD A L KAYE D 

Director General; ' 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-ia-Cfafef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan press rounds doh. 

University .Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan, 

Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 214*7 -ALRAI JO 
Facsunife; 696183 

Tfee Jordan Times is published daily excepr Fridays 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 

Depth to peace message 

TO EXPRESS disappointment that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu did not use the 
opportunity of his visit here yesterday to 
announce the withdrawal of plans to build new 
settlements in East Jerusalem is equivalent to 
saying that we expected him to do so but he did 
not. The fact is that much as he would have done 
well to announce freezing of these plans, as a mea- 
sure of good faith in the peace process and in 
recognition of Jordan's central role in it, 
Netanyahu was simply nowhere near taking this 
step. A quick look at his political situation and 
that of his government would readily explain why 
he would not. The right-wing factions, which are 
the backbone of his cabinet, would have used such 
an announcement to topple him from power. 

No Arab, Muslim or peace-loving person in this 
world can justify the need for Netanyahu or any 
Israeli leader to establish and expand Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied Arab territories, espe- 
cially East Jerusalem. Certainly none of them will 
accept any pretext, political or otherwise, for why 
he would not refrain from even thinking about 
building settlements. But, having said that, we 
should not excuse ourselves from studying and 
analysing the internal Israeli political scene in 
order to see just what is in the realm of the possi- 
ble, if only to predict what might happen. 

From what we could see already, it would be 
extremely difficult for the Netanyahu government 
to reach a comprehensive, lasting and just peace 
with all of the Arabs — at least not in its present 
set-up. 

This conclusion, of course, goes against the 
grain of what the Israeli prime minister was try- 
ing to convince us of. His message was that "this 
is the only government*' that could make real 
peace with the Arabs. 

What is to be done then? How should we deal 

with the Israelis and on what basis? -r 

The Arab World will not, for strategic reasons 
and considerations, abandon the search for peace 
even with an Israeli government that will not, 
cannot deliver on reaching an equitable settle- 
ment The only avenue open, short of resorting to 
wars and violence, would be to keep up the pres- 
sure in the direction of peace until such time 
when there is no alternative for the Israelis but to 
respond In kind. After all, this will be in their best 
and truest interests. 

His Majesty the King did not say in so many 
words yesterday that Netanyahu risked more 
than the fall of his government by not abandon- 
ing plans to construct new settlements in 
Jerusalem or elsewhere in the Palestinian territo- 
ries. But the King was clear in his message that 
the need for peace overrode every other consider- 
ation by any government. 

The King left it up to the Israeli prime minister 
to discover the depth of the meaning of his mes- 
sage. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i criticised the present civil service sys- 
tem in Jordan saying dial it is more oriented towards ensuring 
the well-being of die civil sen ants and government employees 
than offering civil service to the public. Fahed Fanek said the 
successive governments are to blame for this situation because 
they followed what he called 'political hypocrisy' to win popu- 
larity for themselves at ihe expense of public interest. Indeed, it 
is easier to get u divorce in Jordan than sacking a public official 
or civil servant especially those with clout added the writer. 
He said the present system does not demand quality service 
from the government employees and does not offer incentives 
to encourage them to offer such service, but it allows an 
employee to make more gains and get higher salary the longer 
he or he stays in his or her job albeit with poor performance. 
Furthermore, the pension system which used to be applied offer 
the employee had served 30 years offering him 75 per cent of 
the salary during retirement, has been amended on several 
occasions, allowing the employee to retire after a shorter peri- 
od of service and to receive higher salary, continued the writer. 
He said in view of this situation there is no wonder that 
Jordanian citizens are less productive and less creative than 
their colleagues in foreign and advanced nations, and tliere is net 
wonder that the country's public service remains backward. 

A WRITER for AI Dust our has urged Parliament and the gov- 
ernment to place the question of the rights of the Jordanian peo- 
ple of Palestinian origin in occupied Palestine on the list of pri- 
orities for discussion, stressing that the legitimate owners of 
lands and homes in Palestine can never give up their rights. It is 
the responsibility of the government to demand the restoration 
of Jordanian people's rights, their real estates, and their homes 
for which they’ hold real deeds and whose property is registered 
with the concerned authorities, demanded Hamadeh Foraaneh. 
By demanding our rights we are following the example of Jews 
who emigrated to Palestine from Europe and America and who 
were keen on regaining their rights in their original countries or 
receiving compensation for them, continued the writer. The 
Jordon-Isiael peace treaty came to end the decades of conflict 
in the region and if Israel wishes to see security, stability and 
real peace prevailing in the coming century, it should abandon 
its policy of hegemony over the region and should give up the 
land which it has occupied for decades, said the writer. We are 
definitely not inclined to cany out terrorist attacks as a way of 
regaining our property and lands in Israel but said the writer, we 
are determined to pursue this end through other means and 
through teaching our children about these rights and drilling 
into their minds that they have a duty to do all they can to regain 
them. 
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Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Will 1997 be a better year? 


A FEW days ago, a friend of mine asked me the typical, 
yet never easy, question, “So do you think next year will 
be a better year for the economy? "The answer was rather 
lengthy, so l decided to write it up as an article. 

Unemployment: If you have been one of the unlucky 
unemployed people of 1996 (15 per cent of the labour 
force) and are still looking for a job then it is likely that 
you will continue to look for a job in 1997. The Gulf 
countries, in spite of increased oil prices*, suffer from 
unemployment among their indigenous populations. In 
many of these countries, the indiginezation of the labour 
force is considered a developmental . goal. Bahrain and 
Oman have made significant progress in this regard, even 
though the process has so far been limited to the private 
sector. This policy may cause the demand for Jordanian 
labour to decrease in these markets. 

The Iraqi marker will not be ready this year to attract 
enough business investment and it remains an unpre- 
dictable market. Furthermore, due to the high unemploy- 
ment rates, all jobs created there will be immediately sat- 
isfied by the domestic labour supply. Hence, one would be 
wise to steer his/her market expectations away from Iraq- 
dependent scenarios. 

Kuwait will most likely remain steadfast on its policy of 
not accepting Jordanian workers. Their demand for 
Jordanian labour will not return this year to the way it was 
before the Gulf war. however, the reason may be more 
due to financial difficulties and commitment to indige- 
nous labour than due to Jordan’s still misunderstood role 
in the Gulf war. After all. many of the Gulf countries’ 
economies have been in financial straits due to the Gulf 
war. capital flight, and ambitious development pro- 
grammes. Furthermore, for the economy in Jordan to 
absorb all new entrants to the labour market, the economy 
must grow annually at no less than an average growth rare 
of 8 per cent, which rask will be close to impossible given 
the government's resolve to decrease the budget deficit 
further in 1997. 

The inflation rare: According to preliminary estimates 
the inflation rate last year was close to 6 per cent due to 


the reduction of government subsidies on water and elec- 
tricity and the shift from direct to cash subsidies in sever- 
al commodities such as wheat. Had it not been for the 
tight monetary policy last year the inflation rate would 
have been higher. In 1997. inflation may rise further as the 
government continues to pursue its policy of cash trans- 
fers. privatisation, and price liberalisation. Furthermore, 
the worldwide increase in oil prices (17.5 per cent in 
1995) may trigger higher prices in Jordan and cause 
greater inflation, especially as Jordanian expatriates in the 
Gulf increase their remittances home (supply push and 
demand pull effects). Additionally, while the European 
countries have enjoyed low inflation rates last year, sev- 
eral of the EU governments may relax their monetary 
policies and cause the inflation rate to rise in order to alle- 
viate some of their unemployment problems. (The 
European Union has requested from its member countries 
to reduce their budget deficits as a percentage of the GDP 
to 3 per cent. Whether countries such as France and Italy 
whose unemployment rates are comparable to those of 
Jordan will listen to the EU or not, remains to be seen). 

Jordan stands to gain from new developments in the 
peace process in the region. Positive developments in the 
negotiations between the Palestinian National Authority 
and the Israeli government will increase the inward flow 
of foreign investment, encourage domestic investment, 
increase tourism revenues, and revitalise the transport 
sector in Jordan. Further, as Iraq becomes more involved 
in the international oil market with the implementation of 
the oil-for-food agreement with the United Nations Jordan 
will see an increase in its exports to Iraq, especially in the 
area of reexports. 

Apparently, the picture is not clear whether 1997 will be 
a better year or not. However, economists are not always 
competent, especially when it comes to predicting. The 
famous economist John Maynard Keynes once said: “If 
economists can manage to get themselves thought of as 
humble, comperent people, on a level with dentists, that 
would be splendid." Need one say more! 


By Gwynne Dyer 

LESSER MEN like widely 
disliked Premier Li Peng 
were obliged to take the 
public blame for ordering 
the massacre of pro-democ- 
racy protesters on 
Tienunmen Square in 1989. 
but it was Deng Xiaoping 
who actually gave the order. 
Now that he is dead, how 
long will it be before it ail 
starts happening again? 

Forever. say most 
observers, believing that the 
Chinese people have been 
bought off. distracted, of 
drugged into submission by 
the avalanche of consumer 
goods that has transformed 
so many people’s lives in 
China since 1989. 

At 10 pier cent growth per 
year, the Chinese economy 
has doubled in size since 
1989. and per capita income 
is up by at least 50 per cent. 
President Jiang Zemin. 
Deng's chosen successor, 
has had seven clear years to 
consolidate his own power, 
with the old man still in the 
background to run interfer- 
encelfor him. 

For the first time in 400 
years, we are assured, there 
will not be a succession 
struggle after the old ruler 
dies. The Chinese 
Communists have got away 
with iL combining a vigor- 
ous capitalist economy with 
rigorous party control of 
politics. The ‘cross-century 
cadres' will still be in power 
a decade from now-. 

Well, maybe. To believe 
this, you only have to 
believe that Chinese people 
are different from every- 
body else and have no desire 
to exercise more control 
over their own lives, that a 
Communist Party which has 
spent the past 40 years wag- 
ing vicious internal feuds 


After Deng 


has now utterly changed its 
character, and that there will 
be no hitch or hiccup in the 
steady growth of employ- 
ment and income in China 
over the next ten years. 

The White Queen told 
Alice that she could believe 
six impossible things before 
breakfast. That is only three, 
but still.... 

Nobody is suggesting that 
a new leadership struggle is 
going to break out next 
month. As Hong Kong's 
best China-watcher. . Willy 
Lam of the "South China 
Morning Posl" told me last 
year “There is a near con- 
sensus amongst diplomats 
and China-watchers in 
Beijing that the first one to 
two years after Deng’s death 
would in fact be quite stable. 
The leadership which Deng 
has anoinred will likely be 
able to hold the fort for the 
near term, that means for up 
to IS to 24 months." 

Nobody seriously expects 
a simple repetition of the 
events on Tienanmen 
Square . either. Eight years 
on, people are much more 
cynical. Even students are 
more cautious, because they 
have much more to lose. But 
it is a plain fact that hardly 
anybody under the age of 40 
believes in Communism, or 
even thinks that their leaders 
really believe in it Yet if 
you don't accept 
Communist ideology, then 
by what right do these peo- 
ple hold power? 

Not just power, either, but 
a near-monopoly of wealth. 
The corruption has grown so 
great that one Beijing insid- 
er estimated recently^ that at 
least a dozen senior 
Communist families are 


now in the billionaire class. 
These great and increasingly 
hereditary concentrations of 
wealth and power will be 
tolerared as long as every- 
body else is getting more 
prosperous too. but not if the 
economy stalls. Even tem- 
porarily. 

The prospect of losing 
both wealth and power con- 
centrate the mind wonder- 
fully. People who rise to 
positions of wealth and 
power, especially in a 
Communist system, tend to 
make long-term strategic 
calculations about how to 
achieve and preserve those 
positions. So it would be 
astounding if many senior 
Communists were not think- 
ing in terms of moving to a 
more flexible, more sustain- 
able political system. 

Other countries in East 
Asia have already blazed the 
path. In Japan, formal 
democrarisation after 1945 
left the old ‘iron triangle' of 
politicians, industrialists and 
bureaucrats virtually 

untouched for four decades. 
There were free speech, a 
free press and free elections, 
but the same gang always 
won. The same strategy is 
now being successfully 
implemented in Taiwan and 
(so for. at least) in South 
Korea. 

This is the line along 
which the Chinese 
Communist Party will split 
has already secretly split, in 
fact, as the dispute between 
disgraced former Premier 
Zhao Ziyang and hard-liners 
like Deng at the time of 
Tienanmen Square amply 
demonstrated. 

Some senior cadres 
believe that stonewalling on 


democratisation is the only 
way to preserve the privi- 
leges of the Communist 
elite. Others (Qiao Shi. the 
chairman of the National 
People's Congress, is the 
most readily identifiable) 
are convinced that political 
liberalisation is a necessary 
safety valve and the best 
long-term guarantee of their 
power. 

If the Chinese Communist 
Part)' were to dump its most 
embarrassing and blood- 
stained autocrats and hold 
free election today — even 
allowing other political par- 
ties to compete — its 
moneyjts- ccnm±afpat£on- 
age, and its ability to corral 
the massive rural vote would 
give it an overwhelming vic- 
tory. It was on just such a 
basis that Japan's Liberal 
Democratic Party kept a 
monopoly of power through 
38 years of free elections. 

When the intra-party 
struggle really gets under- 
way. IS or 24 months from 
now. these rival strategies 
for survival will define the 
way that the factions line up. 
The odds are in favour of the 
reformers’ winning, simply 
because they are on average 
younger, better educated, 
and richer. 

If they win (without trig- 
gering an open civil war 
within the regime), then five 
years from now China could 
be a country that superficial- 
ly meets most of the norms 
of an open, democratic soci- 
ety. The reality would be 
rather different, but free 
speech, a free press and the 
rule of law are not gains to 
be sneered at. 

If they lose, then sooner or 
later it is back to Tienanmen 
Square. Except that next 
time, maybe it won't be just 
the government side that 
uses violence. 


LETTERS 


Message of peace 


To the Editor: 

AS A group of American Jews visiting Israel. Palestine 
and Jordan, we wish to add our voices to those criticising 
ihe policies of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu as a danger to the Arab-lsraeli peace process. 
We are fully in support of The Copenhagen Declaration of 
January 30. 1 997, and also of the open Tetter addressed to 
Mr. Netanyahu in your newspaper today. The building of 
more Jewish settlements on occupied Arab land can only 
lead to more bloodshed and tragedy for all the peoples of 
the region. You should be aware that there are many 
American Jews who believe that a just and lasting peace 
requires an end to all settlement building and the with- 
drawal of all Israeli troops from occupied Arab lands. 

Our organisation in the United States, which represents 
the philosophy of Israel's Meretz Party, is committed to 
These goals, and works diligently to inform our fellow 
American citizens about the reality of the situation in the 
Middle East. Rest assured that we will continue these 
efforts when we return to America, so that all of us. Jews. 
Muslims, and Christians. Israelis and Arabs — Abna' 
Ibrahim, the Children of Abraham — can raise up a new 
generation which will never again know war and occupa- 
tion. 

Jacob Bender, 
Executive Director, 
American Friends of Meretz. 


For the record 


To the Editor: 

SOME CORRECTIONS are due regarding your article 
about Garuda (Jordan Times. Feb. 19, 1997). 

The air transport agreement between the government of 
Indonesia and the government of Jordan was signed in 
Jakarta in November 1991. Seven months after the sign- 
ing. in June 1992. Royal Jordanian began its flights to 
Jakarta twice a week. 

The visit of the Indonesian President Suharto to Jordan 
was on November 1 1-14, 1996, not in July 1996. 

The first Garuda flight landed in Amman on Feb. 1 
1997. 

■ 

Firdauzie Dwiandika, 
Indonesian Embassy. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however, should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as welL Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special cir- 
cumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspaper 
is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 


Human Rights File 


What Tntimaa 
is all about 


By VVaieed M. Sadi 

THE ARABIC word 
‘Tntimaa’' is gaining 
increasing currency in the 
ongoing national debate 
about who is and who is not 
a genuine Jordanian, not to 
mention a loyal Jordanian. 1 
found myself time and 
again reflecting on the phe- 
nomenon or “intimaa" and 
in this process tried to draw 
guidance from the world 
around us for a precise con- 
struction of die term. 
Literally speaking, “inti- 
maa” to a country means 
faithful association and 
identification w-ith that 
country. It could also mean 
believing in the country and 
having a certain “love” and 
appreciation for it. The con- 
cept also implies readiness 
to defend it and its national 
symbols. For us in Jordan, 
what tops the list of criteria 
is the devotion and loyalty 
to the Hashemite dynasty 
and the recognition of the 
role of the Great Arab 
Revolt in shaping the 
Arabic path of the country. 

All these national symp- 
toms and symbols would 
remain abstract unless 
translated into deeds. 
Planting a tree, constructing 
a home and investing in an 
economic project are all 
manifestations of faith, con- 
fidence and association 
with the country. Even try- 
ing to be part of the political 
establishment could be evi- 
dence of self-identification 
with it. In other words, tak- 
ing a positive part in the 
economic, political and cul- 
tural development of the 
country are all forms of 
political, economic and cul- 
tural expressions that would 
give “intimaa" a more tan- 
gible form. Yet the litmus 
paper for Jordanian identity 
is, all t these features, plus 
something' 'else, w ( tijch is’ 
hard to define in black and' 
white terms. This some- 
thing else could be a matter 
of "feeling” or "sentiment" 
of belonging to the country. 

The debate on this issue 
boils down, however, to 
whether Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin are grade 
A Jordanians in every sense 
of the word. Many of these 
“Jordanians" have started to 
hear for sometime now and 
feel or believe that they are 
being systematically and 
methodically treated as sec- 
ond class citizens in the 
wake of recent develop- 
ments in the area despite 
repeated pronouncements 
to the contrary. This 
increasing sense of “isola- 
tion" or marginalisation has 
been given expression, in 
the opinion of some at least, 
by word and deed. The 
cumulative effect of this 
creeping erosion of the 
political clout of the affect- 
ed Jordanians has taken a 
heavy toll on the political 
and economic stability of 
the country. It is this phe- 
nomenon and the currents 
that led and are leading to it 
that prompt a "fresh 
appraisal of what a 
Jordanian identity is ail 
about and what constitutes 
“intimaa" to this country as 
presently constituted. 

The loss of the West Bank 
to the Israelis in 1967 may 
have been the start of "a 
process of reappraisal of the 
Jordanian identity. The 
waves of displaced 
“Jordanians” from the West 
Bank which poured into the 
Eastern Bank gave rise to 
genuine fears that there was 
a conspiracy aiming to 
make Jordan a homeland 
for the Palestinians and that 
the Palestinian question is 
being solved at the expense 
ot the original Jottianians. 
The sheer size of the new 
emigrants must have sem 
shockwaves across the 
minds of many Jordanians 
who feared that a fimher 
disequilibrium in the ratio 
“■ween the original and 
“W citizens would jeopar- 
doe the political influence 
Of the original people of the 
country, especially i n the 

democLyf 

197 ? mir" 0 doi *t Unit ihe 

confli™ 1 *!? tind political 
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the Palestinian com- 


mando groups that operated 
recklessly and illegally in 
the Kingdom at that time 
raised serious doubts in the 
minds of many indigenous 
Jordanians about the “inti- 
nua" of many compatriots 
of Palestinian origin. The 
Palestinian fidayeen move, 
rnent operating in the coun- 
try during that time was 
rightly perceived as an 
attempt by the Palestinian 
side to take full control of 
Jordan. 

The Jordanian- Palestinian 
equation became more dis- 
turbed with the rise of the 
political fortunes of die 
PLO in Arab and interna- 
tional eyes, especially in the 
wake of the Rabat Arab 
summit of 1974 which pur- 
ported to give the 
Palestinians a greater role in 
shaping their future. More 
pragmatically speaking, 
this" Arab and international 
recognition of the 
Palestinian identity was 
part and parcel of the inter- 
national preparatory work 
to solve the Palestinian con- 
flict at the hands of the 
Palestinians themselves. 

Then came the 1988 
political decision to break 
all legal and administrative 
ties with the West Bank 
which was the straw that 
broke the camel's back. The 
full legal import of that 
decision has yet to be mea- 
sured. If die intention 
behind it was to affect the 
secession of the West Bank 
from the country, then it 
was and still is unconstitu- 
tional. There are no ifs or 
huts about this point. If. 
however, the intent was less 
than a secession, then what 
are we all talking about 
when we debate afresh the 
Jordanian identity? As valid 
and justified are the strains 
on the Jordanian identity. 
! 'thfcy remitfn essentially and 
1 effectively ‘’more political 
than legal. There is no legal 
way that citizenship rights 
can be taken awav with a 

m 

stroke of a pen once they 
are acquired legally. How to 
reconcile the political con- 
siderations with the legal 
dictates is something that 
Jordan has yet to resolve 
properly and orderly. 

It must be home in mind 
by all sides that first, sec- 
ond and third generation 
Jordanians have lived and 
continue to live in this 
country for all or most of 
their life, contributed and 
continue to contribute to its 
development and raise their 
children and grand children 
in iL They are more associ- 
ated with Jordan than with 
their original homeland. 
For the most part, these 
people have not even set 
foot in "Palestine.” and 
know no country other than 
Jordan. To continue treating 
them as second class citi- 
zens in terms of rights and 
privileges, or much worse 
to deny them full citizen- 
ship rights, would be a folly 
on the long run. To ques- 
tion their “intimaa" here 
and now would also seem 
irresponsible. Instead of 
doubting the loyultv of so 
many of the people and 
alienating them by word 

and deed, we should 
endeavour to cultivate with- 
in them a sense of belong- 
ing. 

, Speaking ot or associat- 
ing themselves with their 
nxats in Palestine should 
not pose a problem in (be 
eyes of the politically 
matured amongst us since 
on the long run. there is no 
practical way ot sopitraring 
Jordan from the West Bank. 

I think the sooner that we 
all conic into grips with the 
new demographic reality in 
the country*. the stumer we 
would reconcile ouiNelves 

1,0 *^b\ ious fact that 
ordan and Jordaniantsm 
are no longer what they 

uwd * be. There is no 
sense in looking backward 

2 s u we can mm the dock 
Pack u. the late forties or 
V.’fi- til lies. Jordan is m>wa 
uiilcrem country. The soon- 
er that we all accept this 
act the sooner would be- 
he da\ \\ hen we so on wit£ 
hu.fdmg up the 'Kingdom 
° n terra finna. 
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At hand of French archaeologist, 8th Century Quseir ‘ Amra 
paintings reveal the drama and vigour of the Umayyad era 


By Rami G. Kbouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

FOR THE past seven 
years. Oaude Vibeit- 
Goigue, a talented French 
archaeologist and artist 
from IFAPO, the French 
Archaeological Institute in 
the Middle East, has quiet- 
ly and painstakingly car- 
ried out one of the most 
remarkable endeavours in 
contemporary Jordanian 
archaeology. "Working on 
scaffolds, ladders and other 
specially made contrap- 
tions that permit him to 
work face-to-face with his 
subject, he has traced and 
repainted on paper every 
single piece of artwork in 
the famous Quseir ‘Amra. 
The result, now ready for 
printing in book form by 
the Department of Antiqui- 
ties, is a stunning collec- 
tion of black and white and 
colour reproductions of 
this rare body of an from 
the first centuries of the 
Islamic era. 

Mr. Vibert-Guigue will 
show the drawings for the 
first time in public at the 
annual meeting of the 
Friends of Archaeology 
Society, where he will 
deliver a slide lecture. A 
small exhibition of select- 
ed colour copies of the 
drawings will also be on 
show at the meeting, 
scheduled for 6 p.ra., Mon- 
day. February 24, at the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation premises 
(between the 1st and 2nd 
Circles of Jabal Amman, 
opposite the Iraqi 
embassy). 

The panels are not only 
invaluable for scholars and 
art historians, who can 
study all the ‘Amra paint- 
ings at a level of accuracy 
and detail never before 
available, even in quality 
,photogi^hs; (hey also per- 
mit the general public to 
appreciate the an and cul- 
ture of mid-Sth Century 
society in this comer of the 
Umayyad realm. The full 
colour paper recreations of 
the original paintings liter- 
ally transport the viewer 
back into this early Islamic 
bath house in a manner that 
is unparalleled in any other 
aspect of Jordanian archae- 
ology and ancient art — 
thanks to the vivid rendi- 
tion of Mr. Vibert-Guigue ’s 
new drawings and the live- 
ly combination of people, 
animals, outdoor activity 
and architectural features 
in the original paintings. 

The project was initiated 
in 1 989 by a Department of 
Antiquities request to the 
French government for 
assistance in copying the 
fresco paintings, which 
have been badly damaged 
over the centuries by the 
action of water, dust, fire, 
smoke, vandalism, struc- 
tural conservation, and the 
activity of birds. The joint 
Jordanian- French project 
was launched with frmding 


and staff from both sides, 
and with Mr. Vibert- 
Guigue himself diligently 
examining the entire reper- 
toire of ‘Amra’s art at 
close-up range, usually 
within a few centimetres of 
the wall and ceiling sur- 
faces. The text for the book 
will be written by Dr Ghazi 
Bisheh, director of antiqui- 
ties, who is an expert in the 
Umayyad period and has 
overall responsibility for 
the Quseir ‘Amra project. 

Mr. Vibert-Guigue’s 
work has resulted in sever- 
al exciting elements. He 
has completely reproduced 
on paper the existing state 
of the qasr's art, with all 
the smoke and water dam- 
age of the centuries and the 
post-Umayyad ancient and 
modem graffiti that has 
been added onto the paint- 
ed surfaces. He has also 
produced drawings of the 
remaining portions of the 
original art, without the 
damage or graffiti: and. for 
selected panels he recreat- 
ed the complete original 
painting in full colour, 
based on his best estima- 
tions of how the missing 
elements would have been 
represented in the original. 
He also made a three- 
dimensional paper model 
of Quseir ‘Amra, complete 
with the wall paintings in 
their present state, but 
without the graffiti and 
smoke damage. Pho- 
tographs of this model 
allow us today to imagine 
what it felt like to walk 
through the building in the 
Stii Century. 

Umayyads revisited 

Mr. Vibert-Guigue’s fas- 
cinating working methods 
allowed him to glean use- 
ful information about how 
the original paintings were 
made. He first mourned the 
scaffolding and at very 
close range compared 
colour photographs with 
the painting remains, to see 
how accurately the pho- 
tographs conveyed the 
contents of the artwork 
(usually, the photographs 
did not capture aD the 
details on the walls). Then 
he placed large sheets of 
transparent tracing paper 
over the walls and ceilings 
and traced the drawings 
centimetre by centimetre 
— much as the original 
artists must have worked 
when they created the orig- 
inal works. 

Such close-up work clar- 
ified how the original 
artists made these paint- 
ings. They first drew yel- 
low lines on the wall to 
sketch their ideas, then 
they used red lines to fill in 
the details, and finally they 
painted the scenes in full 
colour. He identified rwo 
different kinds of original 
painting techniques — 
fresco and a tempera 
styles, obviously executed 
by a team of artists with 


Slides . copies of drawings will be shown 
in public for first time at Monday ’s 
Friends of Archaeology annual meeting 



A photograph of the paper model of Quseir ‘Amra, showing the wall and ceiling paintings as they have been re- 
created in their present condition, without the damage from smoke and graffiti 


different styles and capa- 
bilities (though none of 
them signed their works, 
so, unlike the Byzantine 
mosaicists, we do not 
know their names). 

The finest quality work 
was reserved for the 
human figures. Both Greek 


and Oriental styles of 
painting can be traced 
throughout the entire 
repertoire. Mr. Vibert- 
Guigue believes that each 
artists did one task, such as 
architectural features, peo- 
ple, animals or outdoor 
scenes, which explains the 


very complex variety of 
styles and perspectives in 
the paintings. 

One of the most fascinat- 
ing and useful outputs 
from this project has been 
a series of typologies — 
collections and lists of sim- 
ilar elements from the 


entire body of paintings. 
These include complete 
typologies of plants, archi- 
tectural dements 

(columns. capitals.etc.l. 

animals, people, clothing, 
jewellers*, hands/fingers. 
bathing scenes, and deco- 
rative borders. The most 


striking, without doubt, arc 
the typologies of people 
and animals, of which 
there are some 250 repre- 
sentations of each — a 
once living, varied com- 
munity that today has been 
given back its integrity and 
dynamism, at least on 
paper. 

The analysis of the con- 
tents of the paintings has 
not been one of Mr. Vibert- 
Guigue's responsibilities. 
This will be done now by 
other scholars, who for the 
first time ever will have 
total, accurate, and easy 
access to the full range of 
depictions and styles in the 
‘Amra paintings. He 
believes, though, that the 
250 or so people in the 
paintings may actually rep- 
resent the population that 
lived there: also, the sever- 
al bathing scenes may 
depict the architecture and 
function of ‘Amra itself. 

He has also clarified 
some aspects of the paint- 
ings. For example, the 
small, smoke-blackened 
figure that many people 
hdieve is Jesus Christ 
clearly is not so. The close- 
up re -drawing of that panel 
shows it to be a representa- 
tion of the scientifically 
organised order of life on 
earth; the lowest life forms 
on the outside of the panel 
give way towards the cen- 
tre to animals i including 
the famous bear playing a 
lute-like instrument), and 
the central human repre- 
sentation, in the re-draw- 
ing. dearly resembles the 
local gentleman- farmers 
and notables known from 
local Byzantine mosaics 
rather than a holy prophet. 

He shares the scholarly 

m 

consensus that the con- 
struction and decoration of 
Quseir ‘Amra were accom- 
plished within a short time 
span of about one year, 
some time in the Late 
Umavyad period, around 
715-750 AD. The Bath 
complex was built in two 
stages: first came the main 
bathhouse, which was later 
followed by the external 
enclosure walls. the 
expanded furnace area and 
the saqiya (water-lifting 
mechanism) adjacent to the 
deep well near the entrance 
of the main building. 

A new aspect of the pro- 
ject that has been agreed 
upon by the Jordanian 
Department of Antiquities 
and the French embassy 
comprises several different 
efforts that will help con- 
serve the paintings and 
buildings, while making 
visits by tourists or Jorda- 
nians easier and more 
informative. The building's 
internal pavement has been 
redone, the vaults cleaned, 
and the saqiya restored to 
working order. The guard 
room will be rebuilt, new 
bathrooms will be 
installed, and a pennant til 
exhibition on the bath and 
its paintings will be estab- 


lished there. It is expected 
that tourist group* u ill 
visit the exhibition and ilu* 
saqi> a. thus allowing 
smaller groups of people lo 
enter the main building at 
any one tune, which would 
help preserxe the paintings. 

Studying graffiti 

An inicreMing aspect o| 
this project has peen its 
inclusion of the graffiti on 
the paintings .is ,m integral 
part of the bods of ancient 
drawings ,uiJ texts to he 
documented and studied. 
Mr. Vibert-Guigue has 
painsiakiugls re -drawn 
overs word. Ji.iu ing jiul 
symbol thai was added 
onto the original paintings 
since the L'mayyad era.- 
including those front 
ancient and contemporary 

times. Stxlistic analysts 

indicates that some gruftil! 
ts from the Umax > ad and 
Mamhikc periods, includ- 
ing some in Ku tic scrips; 
this is complemented by tt 
large collection of hx.*.!l 
tribal signs i aw saint and 
drawings ot animals ami 
human figures. The graft hi 
itself prmidcs useiiri his- 
torical in ton nation, loi n 
depicts the continued use 
of the hath by human 
heinus since the I tiuw.iJ 
period. 

Oncol rhe most i.iscmut 
ing grattitis is a hand 
scratched amnia! burning 
scene directly beneath the 
large Umayyad hunting 
scene in the west wall of 
the central nave, iln fact, 
that west null pafrirmg 
measuring some 50 square 
metres — comprising 
hunting scenes, representa- 
tions of ancient kings, a 
bathing scene, and people 
working at agricultural 
tasks — is the simile 
biggest painting conserved 
from the Umayyad period). 

AnoiheT'’* ■*' notewonhy 
aspect of this project "has 
been to fill in gaps in the 
paintings, on paper at least. 
The Czech explorer A. 
Musi) who visited Quseir 
‘Amra in 1901-2 removed 
ten 50 \ 20 cm. panels 
from the walls to take hack 
to Europe, and he also 
drew them in a book he 
published in 1907. Three 
of those panels remain on 
display today in the 
Pergammon Museum in 
Berlin, while the seven 
others have disappeared. 
Mr. Vibert-Guigue visited 
(he museum in Berlin and 
examined Musil’s draw- 
ings carefully; as he re- 
drew the qasr. he included 
the contents of those ten 
panels that are now just 
blank spaces at ‘Amra 
itself. 

The full output of draw- 
ings will be published in a 
large-size book in the years 
to conic, and an exhibition 
on Quseir ’Amra will be 
pan of the Jordanian year 
of cultural activities 
planned for Paris in 1 997. 


King cautions against actions that 


might ‘explode emotions’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli communities,” he 
said. 

On bilateral issues, the 
King said he and Mr. 
Netanyahu, who was 
accompanied by a delega- 
tion of Israeli experts in 
water, energy, trade, eco- 
nomic cooperation and 
related areas, had “exten- 
sive talks on all matters 
related to our bilateral 
relations, what was 
achieved so far and what 
will be achieved in the 

times ahead.” 

Officials said the two 

sides reviewed the status 
of various projects that 
were under discussion, 
including water and ener- 
gy projects as well as 
trade and transport issues, 
including plans to develop 
Aqaba airport as an 
international facility that 
would serve both coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Netanyahu said the 
discussions on bilateral 
issues focused on “howto 


make peace between 
Israel and Jordan come 
alive, in terms of the 
prospects and opportuni- 
ties available to Jordani- 
ans and Israelis...'’ 

“"What we have resolved 
to do is very practical 
ways to lift all barriers, 
bring down all the walls 
that prevent such easy 
movement despite the stiff 
resistance of bureaucra- 
cies...,” said the prime 
minister. 

“We made some general 
progress today,” he said, 
adding some hurdles were 
overcome and “I am sure 
that we will overcome the 
remaining obstacles.. 

“I see a great future for 

Israel and Jordan, along 
the Jordan Rift Valley, the 
valley of peace,^ the 
Aqaba-Eilat basin,” be 
said referring to develop- 
ment plans that Jordan and 
Israel have been dis- 
cussing, some of them 
since late 1993. 

Jordani an-Israeli eco- 

nomic cooperation, he 


said, “offers a wonderful 

opportunity for growth 

this could be the kind of 
model for peace that we 
wish to see throughout the 
Middle East.” 

The King expressed 
hope that the deadlocked 
Syrian-Israeli peace 
negotiations “will resume 
before Ion°: to achieve the 
objective that is dear to all 
of us,” but that he had not 
offered his mediation. 
“But.'' he emphasised. “I 
am always ready to help in 
any way we can wherever 
the question of peace is 
raised...’' 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
was seeking to resume 
peace talks with Syria 
through the mediation of 
the U.S. but “1 cannot 
force Syria to the peace 
table if they don't want to 
resume the talks. There is 
nothing I can do. If they 
want to resume the negoti- 
ations, it is possible, but if 
they don’t want to resume 
the negotiations, then it is 
veiy easy to find various 


proposals and various 
means and not making a 
realistic effort. 

“I hope that the coming 
weeks will result in 
demonstrating whether 
Syria is interested in 
resuming the talks.’' he 
added in what appeared to 
be a reference to a “new 
formula” that he had pre- 
sented to the U.S. and 
which is reportedly to be 
carried to Damascus by 
American special envoy 
Dennis Ross. 

Mr. Netanyahu, accom- 
panied by his wife Sara 
and the delegation of 

senior officials and 
experts as well as Oded 
Oran, who is named as 
Israel’s next ambassador 
to Jordan, was received by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti upon 
his arrival. 

The King and Mr. 
Netanyahu held a closed 
round of talks before hold- 
ing an expanded meeting 
atfended by the Israeli del- 
eeation. which included 


Netanyahu advisor Dore 
Gold, cabinet secretary' 
Dany Naveh. deputy 
director general of the 
prime ministry Moshe 
Leon. Colonel Shimon 
Shabir, deputy military 
secretary for the prime 
minister, and Israeli 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Shimon Shamir as well as 
his designated successor 
Oran. 

Attending the meeting 
on the Jordanian side were 
His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 
Prime Minister Kabariti. 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and several 
members of the Council of 
Ministers including Water 
and Irrigation Minister 
Samir Kawar. Planning 
Minister Rima Khalaf. 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher. Minister of 
Transport Nasser Lawzi 
and Jordanian Ambas- 
sador to Israel Omar Rifai. 


Peres urges party restraint 
over government scandal 


(Continued from page I) 


which carries a penalty of 
up to three yean, in jail. 

Legal experts said the 
wide-ranging police inves- 
tigation 

Into the affair is set to 
last two or three more 
weeks. 

During that period Mr. 
Netanyahu is banned from 
having one-on-one con- 
tacts with close advisors 
implicated in the affair — 
even on sensitive govern- 
ment business — *to stop 
them from being tempted 
to compare notes. 

Israeli Radio said close 
aides of Mr. Netanyahu are 
furious with the state pros- 
ecutor Edna Arbel and 
police for pursuing lines of 
questioning “aimed at 
putting MrT Netanyahu in a 
delicate position.” Tourism 
Minister Moshe Katzav 
insisted on Israeli radio 
Sunday that the “govern- 
ment was functioning per- 


fectly. despite the difficult 
situation.” 

He added that he was 
convinced the prime min- 
ister would be “cleared of 
all suspicion” by the police 
inquiry. 

However. Yossi Sarid. 
the head of the left-wing 
Meretz Party which has 
nine seats in the Israeli par- 
liament, has already called 
on Mr. Netanyahu to 
resign. 

Mr. Peres was more 
measured, calling for a 10- 

12 day cooling off period 

after the conclusion of the 
inquiry to examine the 
issue in the cool light of 
day. 

But Labour has already 
announced it has set up a 
working group to prepare 
for new elections if Mr. 
Netanyahu's government 
falls over the scandal. 

Yossi Beilin, a former 
minister and a candidate to 
take over the Labour lead- 
ership from Mr. Peres, said 
Sunday that “the Labour 


P;irty must he ready for 
elections, even if it is still 
only a theoretical situa- 
tion.” 

Internal Securitx Minis- 
ter Avigdor kuhalani 
warned on Saturdax that 
the government would fail 
if Mr. Netanxahu was 
implicated in a corrupt 
appointment of Mr. Bur- 
On. 

Mr. Peres declined to sux 
whether he believed a gov- 
ernment of national unity 
bringing Labour into the 
government should now be 
formed. 

In remarks to army radio. 
Mr. Peres said politicians 
should first allow police to 
wrap up their investigation 
before makine 

w 

a “partisan storm." 

Mr. Wcinroth said Mr. 
Netanyahu had no inten- 
tion of stepping down 
pending the outcome of the 
inquirv. 
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Seminar sees private sector generating 

higher activity for development 


By Ghalia AIul 

special lo ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seminar on 

private sector participation 
in development projects in 
Jordan Sunday stressed that 
private sector involvement 
in the economy should gen- 
erate greater activity to 
benefit" public and com- 
mercial development. 

The seminar, organised 
by the Ministry of Planning 
in cooperation with the 
British Embassy, empha- 
sised the importance of pri- 
vate sector interaction with 
the government in the 
development of infrastruc- 
ture projects, Yusuf Mansur, 
head of the technical unit at 
the Ministry of Planning 
said. 

He added that the seminar 
also discussed policies for 
the implementation of 
build, own. operate and 
transfer (BOOT), and build 
.own. operate (BOO) 
arrangements. 

"Most industrialised 
economies opt for this sys- 


tem in doing business," Dr. 
Mansur said 

However, he said the gov- 
ernment should provide 
incentives as well as enact 
suitable legislation for the 
private sector to undertake 
such projects. 

“A clear, central policy 
should be established as 
well as a review of the laws 
in order to create the appro- 
priate legal environment for 
this approach to develop- 
ment. Levels of risk trans- 
fer must be considered 
carefully and appropriate 
risk taken by the private 
sector” according to a press 
release issued subsequent 
to the seminar. 

In her inaugural speech to 
the seminar. Planning Min- 
ister Rima Khalaf said Jor- 
dan was pressing ahead 
with its structural adjust- 
ment and economic liberal- 
isation programme which 
aims at achieving sustain- 
able development within 
the framework of open and 
positive interaction with the 
global economy. 


She added that the struc- 
tural reform programme, 
which the Kingdom started 
in 1989. was successful in 
liberalising the trade sys- 
tem, reducing tariffs on 
imports, rationalising tariff 
schedules as well as remov- 
ing all non-tariff barriers. 

"Realising that sustain- 
able development requires 
the ability to continuously 
create new jobs and to 
speedily affect the transfer 
of technology, the pro- 
gramme focuses on enhanc- 
ing the economy’s present 
and future capacity to 
attract foreign invest- 
ments” the minister said. 

She added that the King- 
dom has also enacted new 
transparent and investment- 
friendly laws with the aim 
of creating an environment 
more conducive to busi- 
ness. 

The minister said the 
Kingdom was also success- 
ful in its efforts to privatise 
public sector enterprises, 
especially those in the 
infrastructure. namely 


water, transport, electricity 
and telecommunications. 

“The country has made 
huge strides in the telecom- 
munications and energy 
areas, not only by convert- 
ing these public enterprises 
into companies but also by 
enacting new laws which 
enable the private sector 
delivery of services and 
allow for the enhancement 
of competition," Dr. Khalaf 
added. 

As for transport and 
water, the minister said: 
“The government has initi- 
ated procedures to enter 
into management contracts 
with private sector opera- 
tors.” 

She concluded by saying 
that the private sector 
should expand "its tradi- 
tional domain into the pro- 
vision of physical infra- 
structure services includ- 
ing, but not limited to. 
roads, railways, ports, 
water supply, electricity 
and basic telecommunica- 
tion networks.” 

Peter Hinchcliffe. British 


ambassador to Jordan, said 
that Britain would extend 
every assistance to Jordan 
to have the private sector 
participate in development 
projects in the country. 

The statement said that 
the British Embassy in Jor- 
dan has been very active in 
assisting the Jordanian pub- 
lic and private sectors 
through organising semi- 
nars, workshops as well as 
inviting several Jordanian 
ministers and senior offi- 
cials to the United King- 
dom to look at Britain's 
experience in privatisation 


Kuwait hesitant about privatisation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— Kuwait is hesitant 
about embarking on a 
full privatisation pro- 
gramme amid concern 
for die social and eco- 
nomic impact of the 
process, the planning 
minister has said. 

“We are facing major 
political and economic 
obstacles to privatisa- 
tion,” Planning and 
Administrative Devel- 
opment Minister Ali A1 
ZTmia was quoted as 
saying by the English- 
language Arab Times. 

“We are currently 
conducting several 
studies on possible 
social and political 
impacts of the process.” 


the minister said in a 
speech given to a local 
economics society. 

“Our economy is fam- 
ily-oriented. We have 
small companies and 
very few shareholding 
firms. Our economic 
sectors are not pre- 
pared. nor are they 
ready, for privatisa- 
tion.” he said. 

The government has 
raised more than $2 bil- 
lion through a pro- 
gramme of public sell- 
offs that began in 1994. 

But economists say 
privatisation has_ so far 
meant the sale ot shares 
companies that fell 


in 


into state hands during 
a stock market collapse 


in 19S2. rather than 
selling major state 
assets’, such as water, 
electricity and telecom- 
munications. 

“Where is the private 
sector in Kuwait to han- 
dle the process? Should 
we bring foreign 
investors?” Minister 
Zrnia asked, emphasis- 
ins the "social factor” 
which must be consid- 
ered. 

The government 

emplovs more than 90 
per cent of the Kuwait 
labour force, which is 
likely to be streamlined 
if any public companies 
are handed over to the 
private sector. 


Arab states spend $40m a day on food 
imports, Egyptian minister says 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
countries have to import 
$40 million of food each 
day to feed their people. 
Egyptian Trade Minister 
Ahmad Goweili said Sat- 
urday. 

“Today, 65 per cent of 
Arab wheat requirements 
are imported from abroad, 
74 per cent of its sugar 
needs and 62 per cent of 
its vegetable oil consump- 


tion,” Mr. Goweili said in 
his opening address for 
the 34th annual confer- 
ence of the Union of Arab 
Chambers of Commerce 
(UACC). 

“That shows that Arab 
countries as a whole rep- 
resent the region with the 
biggest food deficit in the 
world,” he said. 

“Arab countries spend at 
least $40 million each day 
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to ensure the importation 
of food products,” Mr. 
Goweili said, but added: 
“They have the possibility 
of reversing that situa- 
tion.” 

Some 600 business peo- 
ple from 22 Arab coun- 
tries are taking part in the 
three-day conference 
whose theme is “human 
resources in the economic 
world.” 

A report by the UACC 
said contributions for the 
development of human 
resources rests on the pri- 
vate sector in, Arab coun- 
: tries, majority.^ of 

whom have adopted poli- 
cies of privatisation and 
free market economies. 

“The Arab World faces 
numerous challenges, the 
most serious is population 
growth,” said Mr. Goweili. 

He said the Arab popula- 
tion will reach 290 million 
by 2000 from 252 million 
in 1996, a growth rate of 
2.5 per cent which 
exceeds the 1.8 per cent 
rate for developing coun- 



ACROSS 
1 Navy vessels 
5 Tomtoolery 
to Cookbook 
direction 

14 Indian nurse 

15 Skirt shape 

16 British composer 

17 Alexander’s 
mount 

19 Storm 

20 Rich yeast 
bread 

21 More steadfast 
23 Clothes hanger? ‘ 

25 Rapper Vanilla 

26 Made of certain 
wood 

29 Robert E. Lee's 
mount 
34 Slid 

36 Eisenhower 

37 Not on tape 

38 Statute 

39 Rescinds 

42 Spelldown 

43 Exhale 

45 Public vehicle 

46 Longs 

48 Don Quixote’s 
mount 

51 Subside 

52 Negative 

53 A Bronte 

55 Chinese puzzle 
59 Electra's brother 

63 Maleficence 

64 Dale Evans' 
mount 

66 Lacoste 

67 Compare 

68 Kirghiz range 

69 Vocal equine 

70 Wear away 

71 Fast time 

DOWN 

1 Chemists' 
places 

2 Flue find 

3 Mexican lunch 
item 

4 Postponed 

5 African region 

6 Earth, e.g. 

7 Roughneck's 
discovery 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 
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20 





26 

27 

28 

34 



38 



43 



48 




55 

56 

57 


63 




66 




69 






by Gayle Dean 


8 Burden 

9 Joyously 

10 Gym item 

11 Roberts 

12 -Picnic' 
playwright 

13 Goggle 
18 Shop tool 
22 Sleeve card 
24 Itafian city 

26 Gawker 

27 Noted mission ■ 

28 Rightless birds 

30 Rap sheet 
letters 

31 Southern 
constellation 

32 Happening 

33 Delia of song 
35 Questionable 

40 Paronomasia 

41 Caulk 

44 Felt pins and 
needles 

47 Very profound 
49 Nefther's partner 



C 1997 Tribune Meda Sendees. Inc. 
Afl rigta r&sevwL 


50 Showed feeding 

54 Personification 
of peace 

55 Semester 

56 Declare 

57 Number of 
Muses 


58 American 
naturalist 

60 G router's piece 

61 Verve 

62 Theatrical 
sketch 

65 Boxina victory 


tries. 

“The Arab working pop- 
ulation is estimated at 76 
million people and is 
expected to reach 90 mil- 
lion in the year 2000 while 
the rate of unemployment 
will increase because edu- 
cation policies and market 
needs are inconsistent,” he 
said. 

Mr. Goweili called for 
substantial reform in edu- 
cation policies and voca- 
tional training as well os 
investment in health, the 
environment and infra- 
structure. sectors mainly 
run by the state. 

The UACC report spoke 
of the importance of pri- 
vate sector participation in 
strategies for social devel- 
opment and called on gov- 
ernments to provide the 
facilities to encourage 
investment in rural regions 
and in labour intensive 
sectors of production. 

The conference will also 
discuss another vital mat- 
ter — the lack of water in 
the Arab World and its 
repercussions for agricul- 
ture. 

The UACC groups all 
chambers of commerce, 
industry and agriculture in 
the Arab World. 
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Peanuts 


IF YOU DREAM TON16HT 
ABOUT ANYONE I KNOW, 
GREET THEM FOR ME.. 



TELL THEM I REMEMBER 
ALL THE GOOD TIMES, 
AND TO KEEP IN TOUCH.. 



MARGINALLY 
WEIRD.. 


Andy Capp 




Q TM7 ALGH LTD 

oar sr smocAnoN anfmaimu 
VU north AMEtKASlMKATT INC 

I'Ve just phoned 

FORA CAE FOR 
VOU. I'LL PAY— 

ANyTHINGTDSET 
YOU OFF THE 
PREMISES 



horoscope 

forecast 

FOR MONDAY. 

FEBRUARY 24, 1997 

Bv Thomas 5. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARLES: I March 21 to 
April 19) Contact fellow 
associates and discuss 
vital matters with them 
today, so that the days 
ahead can be more suc- 
cessful for all concerned. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) This is an ideal 
day today to get into 
sports and amusements 
which you most enjoy, 
but first make some new 
plan for the days ahead. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Put concerns 
aside and be off to plea- 
sures today with good 
companions and have a 
fine time with them, 
involved in some pleas- 
ant activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Add 
something new to your 
home today which will 
please you mate and fam- 
ily and bring greater 
comfort to those who 
reside under your roof. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get out with good 
friends to whatever activ- 
ities are mutually 
enjoyed. Later this 
evening make visits to be 
with friends you haven't 
seen lately. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Handle 
those tasks today which 
will make your posses- 
sions more charming and 
valuable. Show that you 
have excellent taste. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get busy 
early today improving 
your appearance in 
someway and this will 
give your ego a boast. 
Then later this evening 
plan to make arrange- 
ments to visit a good 
friend soon. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is 
a good day to delve into 
whatever is puzzling to 
you and get the right 
solution to mysteries 
which are of great con- 
cern at this time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Try not to do or say any- 
thing which could disturb 
the one you care much 
about. An\ personal 
duties should be handled 

immediately. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
out in public uilav, be 
certain to do nothing 
v 'hich can spoil vour 
good reputation. Study 
career matters which can 
help your advancement. 
AQUA R I US : (January 

-1 to February 10 ) You 
^ant to take on some 
new enterprises at this 
[mic, bui you need more 
information if thev are to 
made successful. 

ISCES: ( February 20 
[o March 20 1 Your imu* 

! tlon ,s not working very 
nccitraiek today, so relv 


M*le!\ 


° ,J your mature 


judgement. Tins is not a I 
go ° d to take 

responsibilities. 


on 


Birthsume of Febnrarvt 

'"willy si _ Onvx. ' 
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Business & Finance 

i 




Amman working 
for U.N. approval 
of Iraqi contracts 

AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan said Saturday it was working 
hard to speed up approval of contracts for food Iraq is try- 
ing to buy under us oil-for-food arrangement with the Unit- 
ed Nations.*vWe are in continuous contact with the U.N. 

sanctions committee in charge of approving the contracts! 
the official news agency Petra quoted the Jordanian Indus- 
try and trade ministry spokesman as saying. Iraqi orders 
from Jordanian suppliers are worth SI20 million, Jordanian 
economic officials said, but none of those contracts has 
been approved yet by the United Nations. So far. only eight 
contracts have been approved. Under the deal which went 
into force in December, Baghdad can sell S2 billion in 
erode oil every six months in order to purchase food and 
medicine. Iraq has complained several times about how 
long the approval of the contracts was taking. 



Government cancels minimum amount 
for investment for non-Jordanians 


** THE GOVERNMENT announced Saturday that it has 
cancelled the minimum monetary investment figures 
required of non-Jordanian entrepreneurs in order to provide 
additional opportunities to a wider sector of investors. The 
minimum amount was previously fixed at JD 100,000 for 
various investments except purchases of shares and stocks 
which required a minimum of only JDI.000. The limits 
were abolished to provide non-Jordanians similar treatment 
as Jordanian investors lAl Aswaq). 

Germany pledges DM55m 

**THE GERMAN government has pledged during His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit to Germany to pay an addi- 
tional DM55 million to the DM40 million protocol for 
1997 signed between Amman and Bonn, Information Min- 
ister Marwan Muasher said Saturday. He indicated that the 
DM55 million will be spent on construction of infrastruc- 
ture ar “less privileged areas within the social safety net. 
The minister added: “We have agreed with the German side 
to transfer part of German credits into investments in Jor- 
dan.” He said that talks between Jordanian and German 
officials covered German support to the Kingdom at the 
coming negotiations with the Paris Club to reschedule Jor- 
dan's debts for 199S (A1 Aswaq). 

Government studying regulation to 
allow opening of employment offices 

■ ■ ■ J 

w ■ \ 

** THE MINISTRY of Labour has recommended to the 
Prime Ministry a draft regulation that would allow the pri- 
vate sector, in cooperation with the public sector, to open 
special employment offices to find jobs abroad for Jordan- 
ian workers. Labour Minister Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeb 
said. The minister explained that the offices will be 
licensed by the ministry in accordance with specific terms 
provided that large bank guarantees are submitted to cover 
the consequences of these offices violating any of the 
terms. 

The regulation, presently under review at the Bureau of 
Legislation, specifies the fees that the employment offices 
should charge for finding job opportunities for Jordanians 
and the obligation of the offices towards their clients. 
Under the provisions of the regulation, the operations of the 
offices must be subject to continued supervision to ensure 
that there will be violation to the rules and terms. About 
250,000 Jordanians work outside the country (A1 Aswaq). 



■ 

“I’ve been meaning to ask you this 
for years. Do you think I’m 
a procrastinator?” 



that scrambled word game 

0 by Haul Arnold and Mike Argbion 


iscramble these four Jumbles, 
a fetter to each square, to form 
jr ordinary words. 


KLUSK 


n 

n 


r' 



DfflOflUtaM UlAStfria 

MFUaRoamd 


PARPE 

• 



□ 
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□ 

PROCEO 

L 
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□ 

□ 

STUCCA 
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□ 
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Sony, ^ur honor, 
It was out 

I 

& 



WHAT THE 
JUPPE’S PROTEST 
left the tennis 
UMPIRE WITH 

Now arrange ihe dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero : A 


(Answers tomorrow) 


, I Jumbles: VITAL COUPE ABDUCT R OTATE 

YMtere ^ s I Answer. How a modem to 





India pins high hopes on ‘Trade Promotion 
Week’ to boost business with Jordan 


By Tanya Habjouqa 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Indian 
Embassy began its 
week-long “Indo-Jor- 
dan Trade Promotion 
Week' Sunday with the 
aim of promoting bilat- 
eral business opportuni- 
ties in trade, invest- 
ment, and technology 
transfer, “Many Jordan- 
ian businesses are not 
aware of the potential 
for bilateral ventures — 
there need to be more 
interaction with (their) 
Indian counterparts,” 
Sanjay Panda, the Indi- 
an Embassy Charge 
d' Affairs told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Last year’s “Trade 
Promotion Week” was a 
great success as there 
was an increase in 
trade, Mr. Panda said 
adding that over 200 
Jordanian businessmen 


had participated at that 
time. 

The Jordanian busi- 
ness community will 
have access to compre- 
hensive computerised 
databases on Indian 
trade and industry, as 
well as trade directo- 
ries. brochures, and 
company profiles cov- 
ering various business 
sectors, the Indian 
diplomat indicated. 

He said an emphasis 
on the thrust products 
which hold potential for 
accelerating the trade 
pace of bilateral trade 
opportunities will also 
be discussed. 

Trade between both 
countries has grown 
rapidly over the" past 
year, and though the 
balance is in the King- 
dom’s favour, Indians 


exports have increased 
by 15 per cent, accord- 
ing to an Indian press 
statement. 

“We are encouraged 
by the response from 
the Jordanian business 
community, we can 
really explore joint col- 
laboration here.” Indian 
Ambassador Gajanan 
Wakankar said Sunday. 

India has become the 
number one importer 
from Jordan since 1991. 
In the non-oil category. 
Jordan tops the list of 
Middle East exporters 
to India, said a press 
statement. 

Jordan's main exports 
to India are rock phos- 
phates. potash, ana fin- 
ished fertilisers, which 
had a revenue of SI 63.2 
million in ■ 1995. 

embassy officials said. 

Indian exports to Jor- 
dan include rice, wheat, 
engineering goods, 
automobiles. Trozen 


meat, and soybean 
meal, which had a rev- 
enue of $70 million in 
1995. 

“India is an acricul- 
tural country, and there 
is an essential need for 
the phosphates that Jor- 
dan produces.” Mr. 
Wakanfcar said. 

A significant achieve- 
ment in Indo-Jordan 
relations was the sign- 
ing of a joint venture 
between the Jordan 
Phosphate Company 
and the Southern Petro- 
chemical Industries 
Companv for establish- 
ing a §169.5 million 
phosphoric acid plant in 
the south of Jordan. 

The venture is expect- 
ed to commence this 
May and the entire pro- 
duction of phosphoric 
acid will be destined for 
India in line with an 1 1 
year buy-back arrange- 
ment. the press state- 
ment said. 


“Our biggest export to 
Jordan is "soybean (oil 
cake), which £oes into 
chicken and cattle 
feed.” Mr. Wakankar 
told the Jordan Times. 

According to the 
ambassador, a highlight 
of the promotional 
trade week will be the 
arrival of the Solvent 
Extractors Association 
of India (SEA) to 
Amman this Wednes- 
day. 

The SEA. an associa- 
tion comprised of lead- 
ing exporters of soy- 
bean meal and animal 
feed, will participate in 
a buyer-seller meeting 
in cooperation with the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Com- 
merce on Feb. 26 at the 
conference hall of the 
Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“Many businesses 

f irocurc cattle Iced from 
ndiu and now they w ill 


have the chance to sit 
down and discuss long 
term plans" the ambas- 
sador added. 

There are five Jordan- 
ian companies which 
produce cattle feed, tike 
the Jordan Feed Com- 
pany and the Arab Feed 
Manufacturing Compa- 
ny. which will all attend 
the meeting, as well as 
up to 60 " other local 
businesses. Mr. 

Wakankar said. 

“We are looking for- 
ward to this week .is 
our objective is for 
imports on both sides to 
increase, and we hope 
to popularise both Jor- 
danian and Indian 
goods.” he added. 

Projected bilateral 
trade figures for 1 1,117 
are expected to reach 
the $300 million mark 
with ihc commissioning 
of the joint Indo-Jordan 
Chemical Company. 


HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 23/02/1997 
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MID. EAST HOTELS 

6a. 5 

0.00 

1 

150 

239 

2.65 

1- 9 

.04+ 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

13.6 

5.30 

14 

7300 

25192 

3.40 

3.-5 

• 05+ 

1.220 

.960 

SARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 

530 

1.06 

2 ■ “6 

- 

2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.2 

5.70 

9 

4150 

7963 

2.01 

1. 3 

.08- 

2.200 

.800 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0-00 

1 

SOD 

640 

.BO 

D 

- 

SERVICE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 110.48 ZCHG: 

4 0. 42 

87 

51950 

87962 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.7 

2.90 

8 

1755 

6050 

3.46 

3.45 

-03- 

6*100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

28.3 

3.31 

6 

5795 

35000 

6.00 

6.04 

.04+ 

10.400 

8. 720 

JOR. PETROL. REF IN ART 

10.1 

7.99 

3 

100 

1001 

10.00 

10.01 

.01+ 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

60.8 

0.00 

5 

1700 

2297 

1.33 

:.j? 

.04+ 

3.520 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 

36.4 

0.00 

5 

632 

1707 

2.68 

2.71 

.03+ 

4.500 

3.040 

ARAB PHARK. MANF. 

21.2 

5.19 

26 

5300 

20301 

3.79 

3.55 

.06+ 

7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC I NO. 

8.8 

3.52 

1 

1100 

7810 

7.20 

7-10 

.10- 

2.310 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

8.9 

7.45 

j 

750 

.. 1208 

1.62 

1.61 

.01- 

7- 050 

4.250 

dar aldawa dv.inv. 

13.5 

4. 04 

■ i 

100 

- 495 

4.90 

4. S 

.05+ 

5. BOO 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM.XND. 

8.7 

8-57 

6 

1500 

5210 

3.60 

3. 0 

.10- 

1.540 

-930 

INTERNED. PETRO-CHEH. 

9 

D.QQ 

4 

1200 

1272 

1.05 

1-6 

.01+ 

1.670 

1-08 0 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

29.4 

0.00 

24 

12300 

17638 

1.54 

1. :7 

.03+ 

2.940 

1.440 

UNIV. MODN.XNDS. 

5.2 

11.56 

6 

4750 

8215 

1.71 

1-3 

.02+ 

1.840 

1.140 

JOR - 1 NOS . RESOURCES 

17. j 

0.0Q 

14 

3079 

5328 

1.36 

l-'.S 

.02+ 

1.270 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25. 0 

0.00 

14 

7250 

6670 

.92 

2 

_ 

1.370 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

20. 5 

0.00 

a 

2000 

2420 

1.22 

2 1 

.01- 

1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. G VEC. 

24.9 

0.00 

■"i 

7350 

7424 

1.00 

l.vl 

.01+ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX t 118.66 'CHG: 

*0.17 

139 

56461 

130044 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 156. 

54 *CHGi 

+0.20 

289 

159589 

4732B3 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

23/02/1997 




.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 

0.00 

10 

24450 

7743 

.54 

.54 


-850 

-700 

UNION INV. SQt 

67.9 

0.00 

3 

4500 

935 

-71 

.71 

— 

.910 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST- 

9 

0.00 

6 

15242 

6858 

.45 

.45 

_ 

*S .950 

-670 

ALHDAWLTTAH 75 * 

14.7 

0.00 

3 

12200 

4902 

.68 

.65 

-03- 

+ .640 

.250 

JOR . INDS . MATCH- JEHCO 

9 

0.00 

9 

6250 

1500 

.25 

.24 

.01- 

.760 

-510 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. 

E 

0.00 

1 

550 

341 

.63 

.62 

.01- 

1.690 

1 .300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

J 

7000 

9870 

1.41 

1.41 


.690 

-450 

ARAB 1NTL.INV.TPD. 

9 

0.00 

9 

12500 

5875 

.47 

.47 


.820 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

2 

700 

378 

.54 

54 

_ 

.330 

.400 

NATL . MULT - ENC . N AM I CO 

E 

0.00 

23 

37S0D 

10745 

.49 

.49 

_ 

.670 

.430 

NAIZAK DIES £ MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

5 

2520 

1521 

.60 

.62 

.02+ 

.730 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

1 

500 

225 

.44 

.45 

.01+ 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

C 

0.00 

1 

5000 

4100 

- B2 

_ -82 


GRAND TOTAL 





71 

11B912 

62993 





+ : New 12 months low 
N : Listed daring the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio la 100 or more 
q : Negative p/s 

E : Earning is zero or S/A for the most recent year 


<S5SS 


Arab company snatches 
contract to service 

Britain’s Royal Air 
Force Lockheed aircraft 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An Arab jet maintenance linn has 
won a deal to service Britain's Royal Air Force R \Fi 
Lockheed aircraft, thwarting companies limn Gin.ua end 
other Western countries, officials have said. 

The Gulf Aircraft Maintenance Conipanv iGAMCOt. 

control led by the Abu Dhabi government, was awarded the 

S47 million contract this month bv the RAF for the main- 

■ 

tenuncc of nine of its Lockheed Tristar !- 10! 1 Heel. 

The five-year contract was won after the UimcJ \rah 
Emirates (UAE 1 and Britain signed a landmark defence 
treaty in November after nearly three years of negotiations. 
But officials said there was no link between the defence 
accord and the RAF deal. 

“There is no relation at ail. We won the contract mainty 
because we were more competitive in prices." GAMCO 
General Manager Ahmad AJ Musa told reporters alter 
announcing the biggest package in the dumpanv's history. 

GAMCO snatched the deal from British Marshall Aero- 
space of Cambridge, which has been performing RAF 
maintenance for the past 13 years. 

The other competitors included a consortium from the 
U.S. Lockheed Aeromod Centre. British Airways and the 
U.S. Delta Airlines, as well as aircraft serv ices Lemwerdcr 
of Germany, the British FLS Aerospace and six other world 
firms. 

GAMCO, the biggest aircraft serv icing company in the 
Middle East, has decided to open an office in Britain, pos- 
sibly in Cambridge, for the contract, which was signed on 
Feb. 6, it said in a statement. 

The British Defence Ministry had issued the tenders for 

■ 

the contract, which the statement described as the “biggest 
airframe contract ever awarded to an independent third 
party maintenance company in the world.** 

GAMCO’s marketing and business development manag- 
er. Zaheer Faruqi. said the value of the contract included 
125 million dirhams iS34 million) for scheduled aircraft 
maintenance and the rest for unscheduled planes. 

‘There is a possibility that the contract will be extended 
for another three years. It will be the decision of RAF." he 
said. 

He said the Abu Dhabi-based GAMCO would perform 
nine maintenance checks on TriStar planes in 1997. of 
which there will be at least three major checks starting w ith 
the first aircraft arrival in Abu Dhabi in April. 


J ord an Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also In Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 


Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
Fax: 810520 


* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
unfurnished for rent. 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


-CLEANING SLR MCLS 

HOML-OHICFS 
PI BMC BLACKS 

'MAINTENANCE SKRV1CKS 

H FATING WvlAis.v 
PLUM SING 

-FOR RENT: 

PLLLXL VILLAS AND 





FOR RENT 

% 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 

‘ & 


I I I. 

I A\ : 704414 



Teppanyciki 
Sashimi 
la Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118 
fvlQCcn St Dnoud Center 


Ifom jdddheo* fa 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* Ok & Two Bedrooms • Folly 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily Sc 
Long Stay • Reasonable Rata 


GROWN HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

> SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 



TEL: 758180 
Radio 8 TV Station Rd. 



IEAL C 8 TAT E 




Fbr details please call 


Tel . 
Fax. 


64230 

64231 





Pizza Grande 

Restaurant £ Coffee Shop 


Tqe f^esi iteiiSQ Teste 
(Jaur/net p!ZZf} 
&fuHfT\ei)u 


^ irj ana 

yp STUFFED PIZZA ' M 
ml 

PAN PIZZA M 
(Thin or Thick Crest 
Hi 

“^Manburger, Fried CMckej 

^ Stushkahah 
'Tf 1 ■* 

We Moved To The Second Floor AWtfel - Abala 

Superstore 

Tel. 688 471 Ext. 32 


Free DELIVERY 
DINE IN 
TAKE AWAY 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Sports 


Jordan limes, Monday, February 24, 1997 



Qatar table tennis championship opens today 

Jordan plays in Group 3 alongside Qatar, Iran and Belarus 


By Ma ’mourn Baydoun in Doha 
and Roufan Nahhas in Amman 

THE 3RD QATAR International Open Table Tennis 
Championship opens today in Qatar with Jordan taking part 
alongside 32 teams. 

The Kingdom will play in the Group 3 with Qatar. Iran 
and Belarus, teams considered some of the best in the 
world. 

Jordan's opening match will be against Iran in the morn- 
ing session. Qatar will face Belarus in the afternoon prior to 
the opening ceremony. 

Twenty-four teams will participate in the championship. 
16 teams will play in the preliminary round and have been 
divided into four groups 

Group I : Qatar. Palestine . Holland, and Malaysia. 

Group 2: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, England and Lebanon 

Group 3: Jordan. Qatar. Iran and Belarus. 

Group 4: Tunisia. Kuwait. Denmark and Ukraine. 

Eight teams have first round byes and will automatically 
qualify to Lhe second round depending on their world rank. 
Those teams are: China, Japan, South Korea. Sweden, 
France. Germany. Italy and Austria. 

The championship offers total cash prizes reaching up to 
S 11 0.000 for teams competing in team, singles and doubles 
events. 

The prizes in team events reach $20,000 with the first 
place winner getting SS.000, second place winner $5,000 


and the third place finisher $3,500. 

Jordan's Abed Aziz Rida, Mustapha Rida. Iyad Maknay, 
Ay man Maknay and Wael Sawalha ended a successful four- 
day training camp here in Qatar with Egypt and Qatar's 
teams. 

Jordan's coach Ay man Kurdi said that the training camp 
was important to the players as they had the chance to play 
a couple of friendly marches with teams from Egypt, Qatar 
and Chinese professional players playing for the Qatari 

team. 

He said the team faced some difficulty in training the 
team because of the exams. 

The Qatar championship precedes the Arab Cup 
Championship which will take place in Amman in (ate 
March. 

The Jordan's Table Tennis Federation OJTTF ) received 
the first confirmation from the Saudi team for the five-day 
championship scheduled to take place March 28th to April 
1st. 

On the other hand, the JTTF announced that, the Jordan 
Cup would be held at the beginning of March with 24 teams 
participating in the championship which will be held at the 
Sports Palace at A1 Hussein Sports City. 

The championship is obligatory to the first division teams 
but optional to the other divisions. 

Meanwhile five women's teams will take part in the 
championship: Al Shabibeh. Madinat A1 Hassan. Abu 
Nusair, Orthodox! and Amman. 


Davenport, 
Raymond 
reach IGA 
Classic 
final 


OKLAHOMA CITY <R) 
— Top seed Lindsay 
Davenport shook off a slow 
scan, while Lisa Raymond 
won in a breeze on 
Saturday to advance to the 
finals of the $164,250 IGA 
Tennis Classic. 

Davenport gained a mea- 
sure of revenge with a 1-6 
6-2 6-3 victory' over third- 
seeded Kimberly Po. who 
eliminated the Olympic 
champion at last month's 
Australian Open. 

The ^ fourth-seeded 
r rRaymond rocked unseeded 
."Francesca llu&tahabf Italy 
6-1 6-0 in a 41-minute mis- 
match. 

Davenport will try to 
extend her unbeaten streak 
against Raymond in 
Sunday's final. She is 3-0 
against fellow-American 
Raymond including a 6-3 
6-1 win last month in the 
Sydney international. 

Lubiani knocked off 
sixth-seeded Amy Frazier 
in the fust round and then 
shocked second seed 
Amanda Coetzer 6-0 6-1 in 
Friday’s semifinals. But the 
19-year-old Italian ran out 
of magic against Raymond. 
26th in the tour rankings. 

Lubianu. ranked 1 1 0th. 
won only the fourth game 
in the first set. **! never let 
her in foe march.*' 
Raymond said. “I played 
pretty well flawless tennis 
and never allowed her to 
play her game.'* 

Po needed just 19 min- 
utes to take the first set 
against Davenport. 

But Davenport, ranked 
eighth in the world, took 
control in the second set 
with three serv ice breaks. 

The 19th-ranked Po had 
two victories in four previ- 
ous matches against 
Davenport. 

"She started off really, 
really well." Davenport 
said of her long-time rival 
and fellow-Califomian. 
“She played some of the 
best tennis anyone has ever 
played against me. 

“There wasn't much I 
could do. 1 just hung in 
there and wasn't down on 
myself." 

Davenport said her show- 
ing here had helped her get 
over disappointing results 
in Australia last month. 

”1 didn't play well in 
Australia, so it feels good 
to be winning again." she 
said. 


Drug use is West’s dark secret: 

Chinese coach 


HONG KONG. (AFP) — Western coun- 
tries have been using drugs for decades to 
enhance the performance of their athletes, 
leading to defeats for competitors from 
China and other nations, an outspoken 
Chinese coach was quoted as saying in a 
report Sunday. 

Ma Junren told a university seminar in 
Hong Kong on Saturday he did not advo- 
cate use of performance-enhancing drugs 
but now fed his charges a soup mode from 
a special kind of fish to give them a nat- 
ural lift the South China Morning Post 
said. 

He is already famous for feeding his 
athletes turtle blood and slug paste soup. 


“Western countries have a very long 
history in medicine.” Ma said. 

“They have been inventing and experi- 
menting with new drugs,” he said. “Once 
they find a better drug they use it and put 
the old one on the banned list. 

“I prefer using Chinese herbs and other 
nutritious food to help athletes recover 
their energy ” 

Ma led a team of Chinese runners, 
known as “Ma’s array", to a string of long 
and middle distance world records at the 
1 993 World Championships in Stuttgart. 

He claimed at the time that his team’s 
success was in part due to a diet including 
“soft shelled turrle-blood soup”. 


Monaco crash but PSG 
cannot take advantage 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
League leaders Monaco 
saw their title hopes jolted 
Saturday as they crashed 
2-0 in Metz, but rivals 
Paris Saint Germain failed 
to take advantage as they 
were held 1-1 at home by 
Guingamp. 

Metz, going for a place 
in the UEFA Cup for the 
second season in a row, 
completely outwitted their 
illustrious opponents with 
Cyril Serredszum heading 
the northerners in front on 
15 minutes following a 
pinpoint cross from Didier 
Lang. 

Robert Pires. whom 
Metz say will not go to 
Newcastle United for less 
than Smillion pounds, 
could have made it two on 
the half hour bur his shot 
was hurried and flashed 
wide. 

With Rigobert Song suc- 
cessfully " muzzling 
Brazilian hitman Sonny 
Anderson. Monaco were a 
shadow of their usual 
selves in attack, although 
Scottish midfielder John 
Collins went close with 
one long-range drive. 

Another Lang freekick 
set up Rodriguez for 
Metz's second in the last 
minute for a well- 
deserved win. 

PSG stand six points off 
the pace after squandering ■ 
two points at home to 
Guingamp. who took a 
27th minute lead with a 
Stephane Carnot goal 
direct from a comer which 
caught keeper Bernard 
Lama napping at his near 

pOSL 

Brazilian midfielder Rai 
scored from the spot to 
save a point for the hosts 
on 69 minutes after a 
Hugues foul on 
Panamanian striker Dely 



Jean Pierre Papin of Bordeaux chases after the ball in 
his French soccer league match against Marseille. 
Bordeaux is seventh placed in the standings and 
Marseille placed ninth (Reuters photo) 


Valdes. 

Ex- Monaco man 

Christophe Wreh could 
have given the visitors the 
win late on but hit the post 
with Lama beaten. 

Elsewhere. Bastia and 
Strasbourg kept in the 
hunt, third-placed Bastia 
beating Nancy 2-0 in 
Corsica and Strasbourg 
coming through 4-2 in 
Lille to stay fourth. Bastia 
are now just one point 
behind PSG. 

Bordeaux are fifth after 
thrashing Marseille 4-0, 
emerging star Ibrahim BA 
again on target. 

Marseille had Xavier 
Graveleine sent off for 
punching Jean-Pierre 
Papin in the face on the 
stroke of half-time. Papin 
had to go off as a Monaco 
coach Jean Tigana was 
angry that his side had 
made things difficult for 
themselves after a bright 
initial phase. 

“At the moment we’re 
having difficulty sorting 
out balls in the air,” he 


noted. But he said the 
defeat did not mean his 
side was cracking under 
the strain as they chase the 
title and the UEFA Cup. 

Defender Emmanuel 
petit admitted he and his 
teammates “are lacking in 
concentration at dead ball 
situations. But there’s no 
crisis.” he insisted. 

PSG general manager 
Ricardo described his 
side's result as a “new dis- 
appointment” after the 
Parisians foiled to win at 
home for the fifth game in 
a row. 

“It’s just not going for 
us at the Parc des Princes. 
We weren’t good today. 
And we missed a great 
chance to narrow the gap 
on Monaco.” 

Keeper Lama took joint 
responsibility with Benoit 
Cauet for die misunder- 
standing that allowed 
Guingamp their goal. 

“We didn't sort things 
out for who should go for 
the ball. It was bad co- 
ordination between us.” 


Devers 
wins 
battle of 
Olympic 
medallists 


FAIRFAX, Virginia (R) — 
Gail Devers overcame 
injury to post the year's 
third fastest 60-raetres time 
and win a battle of 
Olympic medallists 

Saturday at the Mobil 
Invitational Grand Prix 
meet. 

Devers. the 1992 and 
1996 Olympic champion in 
the 100 metres, was 
docked at 7.07 seconds to 
beat Gwen Torrence, the 
1992 Olympic gold medal- 
ist at 200 metres, and fel- 
low-American Olympian 
Carlerte Guidry. 

Torrence ran 7.12, her 
best of the season, and 
Guidry, who came back to 
win the 200 metres, was 
third in 7.14. 

Another Atlanta Olympic 
champion, Allen Johnson, 
won the 60 metre hurdles 
here for the third consecu- 
tive year. 

Other winners on the day 
included Jamaica’s 

Michael Green in the men's 
60 metres (6.53), Jackeline 
Maranga of Kenya in the 
women's mile (hand timed 
in 4:30.3) and Julius Achon 
of Uganda in the men’s 
mile. 

Achon, who runs for 
George Mason University, 
which hosts the meet, cov- 
ered the mile in 3:57.41. 
edging Zimbabwe’s 

Passmore Furusa (3:57.82). 
Ireland's Niall Bruton was 
a disappointing eighth 
(4:09.44). American Jason 
Pyrah, second at the 
Millrose Games two weeks 
ago. was third in 3:59.09. 

The Devers-Torrence 
competition was foe high- 
light of the meet, especially 
since .it., almost ;did not 
come off. 

“I’m very pleased, more 
so because 1 didn't leave 
the meet on a stretcher,” 
said Devers. who has been 
bothered by a right ham- 
string injury she suffered 
last month in Germany. 
Despite the injury, she 
posted a time bettered this 
year by only Irina 
Privalova of Russia and 
Nigeria’s Christy Opara 
(both 7.02). 

“I came in iffy. If I felt 
anything in my warmup, I 
wasn't supposed to run, but 
I didn’t feel anything then 
or during the race.” 'said 
Devers. hopeful she will be 
fit enough to run in next 
weekend’s U.S. indoor 
nationals in Atlanta. 

Torrence is also pointing 
for foe Atlanta meet, 
though she won’t go on to 
the world championships. 
“I’m not ready. Until I can 
run in 7-flat, I won’t be. 
And I’m not that gung ho 
this year,” said Torrence. 

Johnson's lime, 7.57, was 
the slowest of his three vic- 
tories here. “1 wasn’t disap- 
pointed. This is only my 
third meet of foe year. 
Usually I’ve run 15 by 
now,”. Johnson said. 

“I’m using this to prepare 
for outdoors. 1 want to win 
next week and the worlds, 
but everything I’m doing 
now is to benefit my out- 
door season." 

Two-time U.S. Olympian 
Steve Scott set an 
American record in foe 
masters mile. The 40-year- 
old Scott, who had cancer 
surgery in 1994, went the 
last quarter in 59.87 to 
clock 4.14.27. The previ- 
ous Mark, 4:14.41, was 
held by Ken Popejoy. 
Ireland's Eamonn 

Coughlan has the world 
masters marie, 3:58.15. 
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Chelsea’s Italian striker Gianfranco Zola (R) is congratulated by teammates after f 
scoring the opening goal against Manchester United during their F.A. CarUng 
Premiership match at Stamford Bridge. The match ended in a 1-1 draw (Reuters 

photo) 

Newcastle close in as top two draw 


LONDON, (R) — Another brilliant goal by 
England midfielder David Beckham earned 
Manchester United a point from a 1- 1 draw 
at Stamford Bridge on Saturday after 
Gianfranco Zola had put Chelsea ahead. 

United stayed top of foe English league 
standings as Liverpool could only draw 0-0 
at home to Blackburn despite dominating 
throughout Newcastle moved into third as 
a Les Ferdinand goal was enough to win 1- 
0 at bottom club Middlesbrough. 

Ian Marshal] scored a hat-trick in the first 
27 minutes to help Leicester beat Derby 4- 
2 while Sheffield Wednesday came from 
two down to win 3-2 at Southampton. 

Leeds won 1-0 at Sunderiand and 
Coventry against Everton and Nottingham 
Forest against Aston Villa ended goalless. 

The results kept Manchester United top 
on 54 points, one ahead of Liverpool. 
Newcastle have 48 with a game in hand, 
ahead on goal difference of Arsenal, who 
play Wimbledon on Sunday. 

Zola waltzed through a static United 
defence to put Chelsea ahead after just two 
minutes. 

Mark Hughes should have made it 2-0 
soon afterwards but fluffed his shot — and 
.Chelsea n^vgr went as close; again.,. ... 

United 'hauTeff themselves back into’ the 
game and claimed a folly deserved point 
when Beckham seized on a poor header by 
Trevor Sinclair to crash a superb volley into 
foe roof of foe net. 

Blackburn’s first win of the season came 
against Liverpool back in November when 
foe Ewood Park Club were still rooted to 
foe foot of foe table. 

They continued their climb away from the 
danger zone — but Liverpool will be won- 
dering just how they failed to win. 

The usually deadly Robbie Fowler proved 
strangely out of touch as he squandered 
four chances he would normally have 
tucked away with ease. 

Two of his efforts hit foe Woodwork after 
neat passing moves had opened up foe 
Blackburn defence — the other two disap- 
peared high into the stand. 

Jason McAteer and Steve McManaman 
also missed good opportunites and Dominic 
Matteo thumped a header agains the bar in 
foe last minute. 

“It was a game of missed chances,” said 
McAteer. “We created plenty but just could- 
n't seem to finish them." 


Liverpool's home form has been their 
weakness this season with a defeat and now 
six draws at the usually impregnable 
An field. 

McAteer recogniszed the problem. "We 
need to find more consistency and win a 
few more at home." said the Ireland inter- 
national. "The dressing room was dead 
after today.” 

Another changing room to be avoided 
was foe one marked ‘borne" at the Dell 
after Southampton threw away a 2-0 half- 
time lead. 

Egil Ostenstad and Matt Le Tissier from 
foe penalty spot had Southampton looking 
good but two goals in six minutes by David 
Hirst levelled things and Andy Booth hit foe 
winner 12 minutes from time. 

“We knew' we could play much better." 
said Hirst. “In the second half we threw 
caution to the wind.” 

Wednesday have now lost only once in 
their last 20 games while Southampton 
looked ever more likely relegation-bound. 

Middlesbrough, expected to- join them. 
Were'' siomewhaf -unlucky to-'lose- ten -local 
rivals Newcastle. 

Les Ferdinand shot Newcastle ahead in 
the eighth minute but Bryan Robson's side 
looked the more dangerous from then on. 

Clayton Blackmore hit a post for Boro 
and then Fabrizio Ravanelli thought he had 
scored only for foe goal to be ruled out for 
a foul. 

Derby went ahead through Dean 
Stuiridge after two minutes at Leicester — 
only to fall 3- 1 behind 25 minutes later as 
Marshall thumped in a 25 -y order and fol- 
lowed with two tap-ins. 

Sturridge hit a second before Steve 
Claridge settled it for Leicester. 

Lee Bowyer kept up his good recent scor- 
ing run to give Leeds the points at 
Sunderland but foe return of Dion Dublin 
after a seven-game ban did not help 
Coventry to find the net against Everton. 

Wayward finishing was foe main ingredi- 
ent at Nottingham Forest where Villa 
missed several decent opportunities. 


Christie wins Botany Bay gift 

on grass track 

SYDNEY (AFP) — British Olympic gold medallist Linford Christie, ninnine on a 
grass track for the first time since his schooldays, won the $9 1 .000 Botanv Bliv ..if! 
over 120 metres Sunday. * * * 

The Barcelona Olympic 100m champion picked up $16,000 winner's chcaue 

when he clocked 12 OSsecs off scratch in foe final to edge out Australian tL 
Marshall with British teammate Darren Campbell third y 

Despite conceding starts to the other finalists. Christie. 36. stormed home to win 
in a photo finish. 1 ' in 

“It was good fun and I enjoyed it," said Christie. 

“The last time I ran on grass was at school and I've never been 
presented with a winner's sash before. But the oih^ 
work hard to catch them." " ere “ m? fll5t ;inJ 1 ^ » 

Christie also won foe 100 yards title in 9 49ser< . „ 

Olympian Dean Capobianco. rnpbell and Australian 

“I may be back next year, but will not compete at rh, vv ,, . , 

Championships in Paris (next month). I haven’t had foL « 'u ° rd Undoor) 
said Christie. " tun in a long time,** 
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MICHAEL KEATON & 
GEENA DAVIS ..... in 


SPEECHLESS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILRDELPHIfl “2” 

.SANDRA BULOCK, 
JEREMY NORTHAM 
& DENNIS MILLER JN 
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THE NET 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

\ A, 


TEL699238 
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CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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CONCORD "I" 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGAL. IN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

Michael Jordan .. in 

spacejam 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


& Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 62515 5 

THE T S RE WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 

maintenance 

\*r^n, E , DECORATION 

E WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Champions Cup 


_ ' By Mufeed Hassouneh 
In Casablanca and 
-Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

THE COUNTDOWN bas started for the 
kifckoff of the 3rd Axab Champions Cup 
which starts in Casablanca, Morocco, 
Feb- 27 with A1 Faisali representing 
Jordan alongside top three Arab teams. 

Arab League Champions Egypt's AJ 
Abb amve in Casablanca today to join 
.runners-up Morocco's AJ RajOr Arab Cup 
Winners Cup champions Olympic 
Khreibkeh of Morocco and runners-up 
A1 Faisali at the championship’s head- 
quarters where teams are putting the fin- 
ishing touches on their preparations. 

A1 Faisali will be playing Egypt’s A1 
Ahli in the opening match at 8: p.m. fol- 
lowed by the Khreibkeh- Raj a" match. 
Jordan Television will be covering all the 
matches after the Arab Soccer Federation 
(ASF) announced that the champi- 
onship's matches would be televised to 
all Arab countries. 

Al Faisali had qualified after finishing 
in second place after Khreibkeh in the 
Arab Cup Winners Cup which was held 
in Amman last summer. 

They will be the first Jordanian team to 
participate in the elite event which 
groups the Arab World’s top teams. 

The ASF Saturday received confirma- 
tion that HRH Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein, president of the Jordan Soccer 
Federation fJSF). would be attending the 
championship alongside FIFA President 
Joao Havelange, Asian Football chief 
Sultan Ahmad Shah, African Football 
chief Issa Hayaiou, and Egyptian 
Football Chairman Samir Zaher. 

The ASF had earlier praised Jordan's 
participation noting that they considered 
Al Faisali to be the team to watch. 

The ASF secretary-general said the 
Arab Champions Cup aimed at naming 
the best Arab team as the event groups 


the top two teams of the Cup Winners 
Cup and League Champions. 

Significant cash prizes await the partic- 
ipating teams with the winner receiving 
S50.000. the runner-up S 25, 000, the third 
place finisher SI 5,000 and the fourth 
team SI 0,000. 

In addition, the Prince Faisal trophy 
and prize will be awarded to the ideal 
team. Each team will start the champi- 
onship with 20 points; two points will be 
deducted for each yellow card booking 
and 6 points for each suspension. There 
will also be prizes for top scorer, top 
goalie and best player. 

Hosts, Al Raja’ will receive $50,000 for 
hosting the event. 

Al Faisali’s delegation had left Amman 
last Wednesday to conclude their prepa- 
ration with a five-day training camp in 
Casablanca prior to the start of the tour- 
nament. 

The team was scheduled to have two 
friendly matches vrith the Bank of 
Morocco and an unnamed first division 
team. 

As pan of the preparation. Ai Faisali 
hosted Romania's Jiul Petrosani and had 
two matches in Amman losing 1-0 and 
winning 2-i during the Ramadan holiday 

Al Faisali's 29-member delegation 
includes players: Anis Shafiq, Walid Abu 
Hmeid, Freidon Saeed, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Ahmad Khalil, Firas 
Khaiaifeh, Ali Zu'bi, Ihab Nasr, Rami 
Abu Fanar, Osama Talal, Rateb Awadat, 
Ziyad Abu Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman, Hassuneh Sheikh, 
Hatem AqeL Haitham Shboul, Jiryes 
Tadros. Mahmoud Matar, Ja’far 
Hamm ad, Man sour Tawaihah, Raed 
Jbour. 


Henman to play Rosset 
in EC tournament final 


*■ 


ANTWERP (R) — Marc 
Rosset. recovered from,, a - 
shaky start to beat Czech 
Petr Korda 7-6 6-3 on 
Saturday and set up a 
final with British number 
one Tim Henman in the 
European Community 
Championship. 

“I like this guy...I like 
his style," Rosset said of 
Henman. “He's a smart 
player.” The final will be 
their first meeting. 

Earlier, sixth-seeded 
Henman — the only seed 
to survive the earlier 
rounds — reached his 
third final of the year 
when he beat unseeded 
Marc Goe liner 6-4 6-4. 

Rosset quickly fell 4-1 
behind as Korda’s power- 
ful groundstrokes and 
accurate drop shots gave 
him the edge. 

The former Olympic 
champion drew a loud 
cheer when he launched 
his racket high in the air 
in frustration and caught 
iL 

-It’s ray style to always 


be one break down in the 
first ■ set because T-'m- 
always slow to warm 
up.. .But he was returning 
unbelievably, there was 
nothing I could do but 
wait," said Swiss Rosset, 
who had lost four of his 
five previous matches 
against Korda. 

But Korda, ranked 33 
in the world, faded soon 
afterwards and was over- 
whelmed in the tie-break 
7-2. 

Rosset used his big 
serve to keep the momen- 
tum going in the second 
set while Korda folded 
further under the pres- 
sure. 

The Czech saved the 
first match point but suc- 
cumbed to the second 
when he hit a backhand 
passing shot wide. 

Henman, the world 
number 19 who won his 
first professional title in 
Sydney last month, broke 
Goellner in the opening 
game after the German 
double-faulted twice and 


then held his serve to seal 
the first set hi 35 rhrnutes. 

He broke again in the 
opening game of the sec- 
ond set after another 
Goellner double fault 

Goellner, winner of two 
tournaments on clay in 
the past four years, made 
amends with a service 
break in the next game 
but Henman broke again 
in the fifth game and 
never looked in danger of 
losing control. 

He served out the match 
with a love game after 
one hour 10 minutes. 

Henman said had been 
steadily improving 

throughout the week and 
had produced some “very 
good tennis" against 
Goellner. 

“But I still feel that for 
the final there is room for 
improvement," he said. 



Fredi Bobic of VfB Stuttgart celebrates his goal dur- 
ing his teams German soccer league match between 
VfB Stuttgart and Karlsruhe SC in Stuttgart. Bobic 
scored the goal in the 93rd minute (Reuters photo) 


Iraq beats Jordan 1-0 

AMMAN ( J.T.) — The Iraqi national soccer team Sunday 
beat Jordan 1-0 in the second friendly international for both 
teams in preparation for the Asian World Cup qualifiers. 
Iraq had defeated the Kingdom's team by the same result in 
their first encounter. The Jordanian team returns to Amman 
today concluding their two-week training camp in 
Baghdad. They will next face the Syrian and Omani teams 
prior to the kickoff of the Group 3 qualifiers against 
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates April 8. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Majoli in Hanover final 

HANOVER (R) — Defending champion Iva Majoli of 
Croatia won though to the final of the Hanover Grand Prix 
tour nam ent on Saturday with a straight sets victory over 
Austria's Barbara Paufus. Paulus. seeded sixth, pushed 
Majoli hard in the first set of their semifinal before the 
third seed -triumphed -7 in the tie-break. -Majpli looked 
much more comfortable in the second set and took the 
match 7-6 6-4. The Croatian will face top seed Jana 
Novotna of the Czech Republic in the Hanover final for 
the third year in succession. Nov otna had iicrfe trouble 
overcoming Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria 6-0 7-5 in 
the other semifinal. 

Atletico move up to 4th 

ALICANTE. SPAIN (R) — Spanish champions Atletico 
Madrid continued their recent run of good form on 
Saturday by beating struggling Hercules 2-0 away. They 
went ahead midway through the first half when Daniel 
Prodan headed home a comer. Five minutes later MiJinko 
Pantic finished off a well-worked move to make it 2-0. 
Atletico moved up to fourth place in the standings. 10 
points behind leaders Real Madrid who play Oviedo in 
one of nine matches Sunday. 

Thompson sets indoor record 

COLORADO SPRINGS (Rj — Obadele Thompson of 
Barbados set a world indoor record in the 55 metres dash 
by clocking 5.99 seconds at the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships Saturday. Thompson, a stu- 
dent at University of Te.\as-EI Paso, was one-hundredth of 
a second faster than the previous mark of 6.00 set by 
American Lee McRae in 1986. The 20-year-old 
Thompson competed for Barbados in the Atlanta 
Olympics, finishing fourth in the 200 metres. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quality) - 2 Bedrooms- 
Firepiace - Telephone - Garage. 

Monthly Rent: U.S.$ 1,200 including 
water, electricity and heating. 

Tel. /Fax : 847200 


Jordan Design & Trade Center announces its annual 

" 9 ■■■ _ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ji ■ ■ ■■■■■ ■ ■■ ■ . ■ ■ ■. 


Ayoubis 


Steel Furniture Factory 


Office Furniture - Safes - Storage System 



With Us Your 
Valuables are 
Safe and Secure 
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Sales 


Abdali TW: 690703 - 662574 
Fax : (W0705 
Down Tbwn 625637 



Zanja 09/ 982670 
Ixbid 02/ 242920 



Spring <ale 

lots of bargains, surprises & free give aways! \ 

- March 20th] x 




[this sale runs from February 25th 

Jordan Design & Trade Center ^ ^ 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation \ 

Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours &Q0 AM - 7:00 PM 

[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 



Chang, Woodbridge advance 

to Memphis finals 


MEMPHIS (R) — Top seed 
Michael Chang bounced 
back after dropping the first 
sec and celebrated his 25th 
birthday by defeating Todd 
Manin on Saturday to reach 
the finals of the S825.000 
St. Jude Tennis Tournament. 

Chang, who played his 
first professional match at 
the tournament a decade 
ago, reached the Memphis 
final for the fust lime after 
five semifinal appearances 
by rallying past third-seed- 
ed Martin 3-6 6-4 6-4. 

Chang's opponent in the 
final will be eighth seed 
Todd Woodbridge of 
Australia. 

The red-hot Woodbridge, 
who won the Australian 
hardcourt tournament in 
Adelaide last month, beat 
1 3th seed Jonas Bjorkmun 
of Sweden 6-1 7-5 in his 
semifinal. 

Woodbridge. 12-1 in sin- 
gles this year, has beaten 
Chang only twice in 12 
career meetings. 

First prize is $120,000. 

Beating Martin was no 
small task for the diminu- 
tive Chang. 

Martin. a two-time 
Memphis champion, was 
attempting to reach his fifth 
straight final here and 
appeared on track from the 
outset. He broke Chang in 


the third game of the open- 
ing set by whipping a fore- 
hand return down the line. 
He broke Chang again to 
close the set. 

But Chang was up to the 
challenge. He broke Martin 
to open the second set and it 
was all that he needed. He 
got another break early in 
die third set to go up 2-1 
and relied on his trademark 
speed and quickness to fin- 
ish the victory. 

Martin. 1 -5 lifetime 
against Chang, was 
impressed with the come- 
back and the speed. 

“It's not how fast he is 
when you've got him run- 
ning from side to side, it’s 
his knack of positioning 
himself so he can take 
advantage of his speed." 
said Martin. 

Chang, who has spent the 
week answering questions 
about his inability to reach 
the Memphis final, said he 
was glad to finally reach the 
Sunday match. 

“It feels great," he said. 
"Obviously the goal isn’t to 
get to the final, but to win 
here. This is a special place 
for me. this is where I made 
my professional debut (in 
1988).*' 

Woodbridge, best known 
for his outstanding doubles 
play, dominated early and 


then proved he was up to 
the challenge in the second 
set. Bjorkman broke to tie 
the set at 5-all. but 
Woodbridge broke back and 
serv ed out the set. 

Bjorkman. broken once in 
three matches leading to the 
semifinals, was broken 
twice in the first set. 

Woodbridge. ranked 
32nd. broke the Swede in 
the second game of the 
match with a crosscourt 
forehand (hat ended a 
lengthy rally. He broke 
Bjorkman again in the sixth 
game to go up 5- 1, winning 
with another cross court 
forehand off a drop shot. 
The first set lasted just 25 
minutes. 

It’s tough to play that 
standard for a whole 
match." he said. You know 
you are going to have a 
lapse.” 

In the second set. 
Woodbridge was the \ ictim 
of an oserrule b> chair 
umpire Norm Chryst that 
brought a break point 
against Woodbridge. He fol- 
lowed with his first double 
fault of the match, slam- 
ming his racket down in dis- 
gust still upset b> the over- 
rule. 


Hornets upset Hawks in Atlanta 


Mavs 


ATLANTA. (R) — Tony 
Smith's layup with 15 sec- 
onds left, off a beautiful 
pass through the key by 
Tony Deik. lifted the 
Charlotte Hornets to their 
fourth straight victory, 93- 
92 over the Atlanta Hawks 
on Saturday. 

Smith, who had just four 
points, cut under the hoop 
and Delk found him with a 
bullet pass from the lop of 
the three-point arc for the 
winning basket. 

“I just had a man wide 
open, it was the right thing 
to do at that moment." Delk 
said of the game-winning 
pass. “I was a little sur- 
prised, it happened so fast." 

Anthony Mason led the 
Hornets with 25 points and 
1 2 rebounds. 

Christian Laetuier had 24 
points and 16 rebounds for 
the Hawks, who lost for just 
the second time in their last 
24 home games. 

“I think we did a good job 
fighting back the whole 
game," Laettner said. “We 
were down by 1 6 points and 
showed a lot of heart by 
hanging in there and actual- 
ly taking the lead. But after 
you come back from a 
deficit like that you don’t 
want to let it slip away.” 


"Our guys are so deter- 
mined not to lose, some- 
times their will to win is 
remarkable,” Hornets coach 
Dave C owens said. 

The Hornets (34-21) 
moved within two games of 
the third place Hawks (35- 
1 8) in the Central Division. 

In Chicago, Michael 
Jordan scored 34 points and 
keyed a pair of third-quarter 
runs as the Chicago Bulls 
routed the Golden State 
Warriors 120-S7 for their 
sixth straight win. 

Scottie Pippen had 22 
points and Toni Kukoc 
added 15 points and 10 
rebounds for the Bulls, who 
have won 14 of their last 15 
games. Dennis Rodman 
grabbed 1 2 rebounds for the 
NBA champion Bulls (48- 
6). who are a league-best 
25-1 at home. 

Joe Smith scored 19 
points and Latrell Sprewell 
added 1 S for Golden State, 
who have not beaten 
Chicago since November 
1991. 

In Dallas. Doug Christie 
scored 22 points and Wall 
Williams added seven of his 
14 in a key fourth-quarter 
run as the Toronto Raptors 
claimed their first-ever win 
in Dallas, 99-92 over the 


Mavericks. 

Damon Stoudamirc added 
15 points and nine assists 
for the Raptors, who won 
for just the second lime in 
eight games. The Raptors 
made 12 of 18 field coals in 
the fourth quarter. 

Recently acquired guard 
Sasha Danilov ie scored 20 
points fur Dallas. He left 
after suffering an apparent 
ankle injury in the final 
minute. Michael Finley also 
had 20 points and Shawn 
Bradley added 19 and 11 
rebounds for the new-Iook 
Mavs, who dropped to 1-3 
since their nine-player deal 
with the Nets. 

In Philadelphia. Derrick 
Coleman scored 13 of his 
28 points in the first quarter 
and grabbed 15 rebounds as 
the Philadelphia 76ers post- 
ed their second straight win. 
97-80 over the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 

Jerry Stackhouse added 
2 1 points and Allen Iverson 
18 for Philadelphia, which 
recorded consecutive wins 
for just the second time 
since November 30. 

Kenny Anderson scored 
20 points and Clifford 
Robinson added 16 for 
Portland, losers of seven of 
their last eight road games. 
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MONETARY FUND 

T hm International Monetary Fund (IMF) is seeking qualified economist* 
for appointment to its staff in Washington, DC (USA): 

ECONOMIST PROGRAM 

This program is designed for Economists below the age of 33, whose 
academic achievements, and in some Cases work experience, indicate 
their strong potential for successful careers in the Fund. The program is 
two years^durotion and provides o carefully structured schedule of work 
assignments to acquaint participants with the policies, functions and 
operating methods of the Fund. Persons selected may expect to undertake 
one-year assignments to two different departments and to take part in ot 
least two trips to member countries. 

Applicants must have a very good academic record and be thoroughly 
trained in modem macroeconomics, with particular emphasis on mone- 
tary economics, international trade and Finance, and public finance. 
Desirably, applicants will also have either completed tee requirements for 
a Ph.D. f or possess a Master's Degree and have completed several years 
of relevant work experience. 

FIXED TERM APPOINTMENT 
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I o government department, central bank, academic institution, 
organization dealing with monetary, fiscal or trade policies, 
aes must be capable rrom - L - - - * * 11 - - 



nence in 
or other 

Appointees* must be capableTrom the outsef of fully participating in Fund 
operations, including trips to member countries to provide policy advice 
or technical assistance. 
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Sterling salaries will be commensurate with training and experience. 

Far all types of positions, it is essential to be sufficiently fluent in English 
to engage in technical discussions and to write reports. Those interested 
should send resume in English to the following address or fax as soon as 
possible but NO LATER than March 15, 1997. Please indicate 
clearly a telephone CH* fax number where you may be reached. 

Roberto Ramaciotti 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
RECRUTTMENT DIVISION, Room ISM 00 
700 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20431 USA 
TREFAX: (202) 623-7333 
E-MAIL “recruit© imf.org*. 

For further mformaHon on the IMF end Hj recruitment, please visit oar 
website of www.inhimf.or0 
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Arab 


League 


urges 


EU to 


press 


Israel 


CAIRO ( AFP) — The Arab 
League on Sunday called on 
the European L f nion (ELI) to 
exert pressure on Israel to 
ensure it respects the peace 
process. 

"It is important that the 
Europeans exercise real pres- 
sure on Israel so that it 
respects the Madrid frame- 
work in order to seriously 
continue peace negotiations," 
.Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid said, referring to the 
1991 Madrid conference that 
launched the peace process. 

He was speaking after talks 
with the EU's special Middle 
East envoy, Miguel Angel 
Moratinos. who arrived -in 
Cairo on Friday for his sec- 
ond meeting with the Arab 
leader since his appointment 
in December. “My wish is 
that Israel will normalise its 
relation with the Arab coun- 
tries." Mr. Moratinos said. 

He also said he had dis- 
cussed several ideas with Mr. 
Abdul Meguid about Israeli- 
Svrian peace talks, which 
have been frozen for around a 
year after a wave of anti- 
Lsraeli suicide bombings. 

“We are working very hard 
(on this question)," Mr. 
Moratinos said, adding that 
he is due to go to Israel and 
probably later to Damascus. 

“My hope is that we could 
keep the positive signs of the 
Hebron agreement and that in 
the next weeks there will be 
no negative steps." he added 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) president. Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan AJ 
Nahyan. called Sunday for 
Internationa] action against 
Israeli plans to build homes 
for Jews in disputed Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“The United States and 
Russia, the co-sponsors of the 
peace process, and all the 
other countries must deal 
with the Israeli settlement" 
policy, the official UAE news 
agency WAM quoted Sheikh 
Zayed os telling a senior 
Palestinian official. 

Mahmoud Abbas. Mr. Abbas 
brought the president a mes- 
sage from Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, but its contents 
were not disclosed. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is 
ready to approve the building 
of foOO new Jewish homes 
for some 25.000 people at 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. on the 
southern edge of Arab East 
Jerusalem, although he has 
delayed making a decision, 
his advisers said. 



Vehicles manoeuvre along semi-flooded streets of Amman on Sunday following heavy rains that started on 
Thursday (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Prospects not very bright for Islamists 


joining cabinet after recent decisions 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Prospects that 
the Islamists would join the 
government of Abdul 
Karim kabariti have nar- 
rowed this week after reve- 
lations that different bodies 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
have recently voted against 
joining the government. 

Reflecting the animated 
debate Which has inflamed 
the Islamist movement for 
the past two months and 
widened the divisions 
between “hawks'* and 
“doves," a recent report of a 
voting held on Jan. 23-24 
in the Shura Council of the 
Muslim Brotherhood said 
opponents to a possible 
coalition government 
scored 17 votes, while nine 
Shura Council members 
voted in favour and four 
were absent. 

The report, which was 
published on Friday in the 
.Arabic daily A1 Dustour. 
was neither confirmed nor 
rejected by head of the 
information office at the 
Muslim Brotherhood Jamil 
Abu Bakr. 

The Brotherhood consid- 
ers the voting held in the 
Shura Council, the highest 
authority in the movement 
and the body in charge with 
drafting the movement’s 
political programmes and 
drawing the essential guide- 
lines to political action by 
the executive committee, as 
“an internal affair and does 
not see the reasons to make 
it public," Mr. Abu Bakr 
told the Jordan Times. 

Declining to disclose the 
number, the identity of vot- 
ers and voting results. Mr. 
Abu Bakr confirmed 
nonetheless that the voting 


was held as reported. 

“AH Shura members are 
very concerned with the 
fact that the voting has been 
made public," Mr. Abu 
Bakr said, adding that 
“investigations are under 
way to find out how the 
news was leaked." 

According to Bassam 
Emoush, member of the 
executive committee of the 
Islamic Action Front, 
(.IAF), the political arm of 
die Brotherhood, another 
voting, in the 

Brotherhood's consultative 
council, has recently taken 
place. 

The Brotherhood's 120- 
member consultative coun- 
cil “adopted the decision 
not to join the government,'' 
Dr. Emoush told the Jordan 
Times in an interview on 
Sunday. 

As lie is not a member of 
the Brotherhood's consul- 
tative council. Dr. Emoush 
declined to elaborate on the 
voting, but expressed his 
view on the debate current- 
ly under way in the IAF and 
listed the conditions on 
which a “common ground" 
for a possible' compromise 
with the government could 
be based. 

To bring the Islamists in 
his government. Prime 
Minisrer Kabariti would not 
only have to take the first 
step inviting the IAF to the 
negotiations table but also 
have to fulfil a list of 
requirements and meet 
some specific demands. Dr. 
Emoush. a moderate and 
Lower House of Parliament 
deputy, maintained. 

Stressing that the possi- 
bility of joining the govern- 
ment has not yet been dis- 
cussed at length in the IAF, 
“because the part)’ has not 


been officially approached 
by the prime minister so 
far," Dr. Emoush said the 
IAF, “when and if asked." 
will list its "obvious 
demands." 

Together with “some min- 
isterial posts" which he 
would not specify, the IAF 
would ask for the inclusion 
of certain textbooks in 
school curricula, more 
“public freedoms," the 
introduction of regulations 
enhancing the role of pro- 
fessional associations, and 
“denormalisation" with 
Israel. 

Reiterating his stand in 
favour of a coalition gov- 
ernment. Dr. Emoush did 
not see the peace treaty and 
normal relations with Israel 
as enormous obstacles in 
the way of an understand- 
ing with the government, 
but warned against the neg- 
ative effects of “the quick 
pace" the government has 
adopted in establishing nor- 
mal relations with Israel.” 

Also, at the international 
level, "relations with Syria 
and Iraq should take priori- 
ty over relations with 
Israel," Dr. Emoush said, 
suggesting the need for 
strengthening economic 
and political relations with 
Arab states. 

Highlighting the econom- 
ic advantages of re-estab- 
lishing full relations with 
Iraq, Dr. Emoush said he 
did not agree with recent 
analyses alleging that the 
reestablishment of full eco- 
nomic ties with Iraq would 
entail the dismissal of the 
Kabariti government. 

“The prime minister has 
shown at various times his 
ability to adapt to different 
political scenarios," he 
commented, pointing out 


that Mr. Kabariti has per- 
sonally hosted Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
during his stay in Amman 
last January and has sent 
“two of his ministers, 
(Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas) on official visits to 
Baghdad." 

As for “denormalisation," 
Dr. Emoush pointed at 
Egypt as a country “which 
signed peace with Israel but 
did not normalise relations" 
with the Jewish stare, and 
suggested that peace does 
not necessarily email nor- 
malisation. 

“If and when the IAF 
joins the government, nor- 
malisation should not be 
imposed on rhe IAF mem- 
bers in the Cabinet," he 
stated. 

In an interview with the 
London-based Arabic daily 
A1 Hayat published this 
month, another Islamist 
moderate who favours a 
coalition government, 
Abdullah Akaileh. who Dr. 
Emoush described as “very 
close," to him pointed to 
Mr. Abul Ragheb's refusal 
to sign the authorisation for 
an Israeli fair held in 
Amman in January as an 
example of die “manoeu- 
vring space" which the 
Islamists could use to work 
in the government without 
endorsing the peace 
process. 

Yesterday's visit of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu should not have 
been publicised so much by 
the media and “inflated by 
the government,” Dr. 
Emoush said, if members 
of his party were in govern- 
ment. 


Prince Bandar doubts U.S. troops 


will remain 'permanently' in Gulf 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Saudi Arabia views the U.S. 
troop presence in the Gulf as 
a temporary necessity that 
could wane once Saddam 
Hussein is out of power in 
Iraq, the Saudi ambassador 
says. 

With U.S.-Saudi relations 
strained over the investiga- 
tion into June's fatal bomb- 
ing of a U.S. barracks in 
Dhahran, Prince Bandar Ben 
Sultan questioned the perma- 
nence of the U.S. presence 
during a wide-ranging inter- 
view. 

"We could not establish a 
permanent structure for what 
we hope Is going to be a tem- 
poral)’" threat to the Gulf, 
Prince Bandar said- Neither 
the United States nor the 
Saudis have proposed a 
treaty or agreement formalis- 
ing the U.S. presence, though 


some in congress favour such 


a move. 

“Thar is a dynamic situa- 
tion. We assess it regularly,” 
Prince Bandar said. 

Blowing cigar smoke 
towards a panelled mantel- 
piece decorated with an M- 
16 rifle, the dapper, voluble 
ambassador reflected on 
U.S.-Saudi relations Friday 
in advance of this week's 


state visit to Washington by a 
personal representative of 
ailing King Fahd, Prince 
Sultan, the Saudi defence 
minister and deputy prime 
minister. 

High on Prince Sultan's 
agenda with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton at their Tuesday 
meeting will be security for 
thousands of U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in Saudi Arabia to 
deter Saddam from further 
strikes against his oil-rich 
neighbours. 

The “Pentagon says the 
United Sjtares has 24,419 ser- 
vice members in the Gulf 
region — in Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and aboard six navy 
ships. The force is based 
around <222 aircraft flying 
about 200 sorties a day over 
southern Iraq. Seeking secu- 
rity from terrorists, the 
United States spent $50 mil- 
lion relocating thousands of 
airmen from Dhahran to a 
remote base named after 
Prince Sultan. 

U.S. military planners con- 
sider the Gulf, along with 
Korea, their most immediate 
military priority. The Clinton 
administration rejects any 
talk of pulling out of Saudi 
Arabia for fear of handing a 
victory to those who killed 


19 U.S. airmen in the June. 
But the Saudi government is 
under pressure from radical 
elements who vehemently 
oppose the U.S. military' 
presence. 

Prince bandar, a former 
fighter pilot who wears tai- 
lored suits and speaks impec- 
cable English, is dean of 
Washington's diplomatic 
corps. Prince Sultan is one of 
the world's longest-serving 
defence ministers. His tenure 
dates back to the early 1960s, 
when Robert McNamara was 
U.S. defence secretary. 

Always sensitive to U.S. 
public opinion. Prince 
Bandar glanced occasionally 
at one of five televisions set 
into the wall of his office at 
the embassy and tuned in to 
different news stations. 
When Whitewater special 
prosecutor Kenneth Stair 
appeared on (he screen, the 
prince informed the others in 
the room, "He's decided to 
stay .** His office decor is a 
mixture of Saudi pride and 
casual wealth. Along one 
wall are oil portraits of thor- 
oughbred horses. Over the 
fireplace is King Fahd's stem 
visage, framed by an 
engraved sword and die wall- 
mounted automatic rifle. 


Fujimori expects hostage 


crisis to linger for weeks 


LIMA (AP) — Talks to end 
Peru's 2 1/2-month-old 
hostage standoff are still in 
the early stages and it may be 
weeks before the 72 men held 
captive by leftist rebels are 
free. President Alberto 
Fujimori said Saturday. 

In his first comments since 
a government negotiator met 
rebel leader Nestor Cerpa last 
week. Mr. Fujimori said he 
was hopeful but cautioned 
that the two sides are not 
close to an agreement, 

“We cannot predict how 
many more weeks these talks 
will take,” he told reporters as 
he was leaving a reception for 
Japanese officials. 

4< We are still at the level of 
preliminary conversations. 
We still do not have an agen- 
da and we have not reached 
final negotiations. We are 
simply preparing, doing the 
groundwork.’ 1 

Tupac Amaru 

Revolutionary Movement 
(MKTA) rebels seized the 
Japanese ambassador’s resi- 
dence on Dec. 17, demand- 
ing the government free hun- 
dred of jailed guerrillas. 
Seventy-two men, mostly 
prominent Peruvians and 
Japanese businessmen, are 
hostages. 


Mr. Cerpa left the mansion 
for the first time on Thursday 
to talk with mediators and 
government emissary 

Domingo Palermo. The gov- 
ernment did not release 
details of the talks. 

Mr. Fujimori said that dur- 
ing (he three-hour session, 
Mr. Cerpa spoke for more 
than an hour “expounding on 
his points of view, his propos- 
als. his criticisms of the gov- 
ernment.” 

Still, his direct participation 
was seen as a positive step 
that has sped up the pace of 
the negotiations, Mr. 
Fujimori said. 

During earlier talks, Mr. 
Cerpa was represented by his 
second-in-command. Roli 
Rojas Fernandez, and much 
time was lost because Me 
Rojas made numerous tele- 
phone calls to consult with 
the top leader, Mr. Fujimori 
said. 

Mr. Fujimori said he hoped 
Mr. Cerpa would be at the 
next meeting on Monday. Mr. 
Cerpa has not yet said 
whether he will accept the 
invitation. Mr. Fujimori has 
rejected the rebels' demand, to 
free prisoners, but both sides 
in recent days have toned 
down their rhetoric. 


Cold weather wreaks 


havoc; more forecast 


Rains trigger flashfloods 


but replenish reservoirs 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan remains 
within the grip of a cold 
depression with heavy rains 
which is expected to move 
away by Tuesday evening 
and normal seasonal weather 
will start returning on 
Wednesday, die Meteorology 
Department said Sunday. 

Police said at least three 
people drowned in flash- 
floods in two separate inci- 
dents in Amman and another 
man was killed in a traffic 
accident in Mafraq as a result 
of the rains that began hitting 
Jordan on Thursday. 

Dozens were injured in traf- 
fic accidents due to the bad 
weather conditions and 100- 
kilometre-per-hour winds, 
and sevenil homes were also 
flooded, police and rescue 
workers said. 

Water officials said mean- 
while the heavy rains, which 
registered an average of 100 
millimetres in the northern 
and central parts of Jordan, 
were good news for the coun- 
try. which was otherwise 
expecting water shortages. 
Salt registered I2S millime- 
tres and Wadi Seer 112 mil- 
limetres while Azraq had one 
millimetre. 

In the northern parts, snow 
reached up to 30 centimetres; 
R£had registered 38 millime- 
tres of rain and snow while 
A1 Minishia recorded 30 mil- 
limetres of rain and snow’. 

During the whole season, 
the highest amount of rain, 
464.9 millimetres, fell in 
Ajloun while Aqaba recorded 
only 10.7 millimetres. 

The Kingdom's water 
reservoirs held 72 million 
cubic metres as of Dec. 21 
and they now hold 77 million 
cubic metres following the 
rains, the officials said. 

The weather bureau 
explained that the heavy rains 
came as a result of a “frontal 
depression" moving towards 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
region from central Italy 
across the Central 
Mediterranean 


sea 


on 


Thursday. 

■ “The depression is ™ 
deepest yet during this rainy 
season to affect Jordan, said 
a Meteorological Department 
official, who forecasr cold 
and partly cloudy weather 
with occasional showers. 

The Civil Defence 
Department said Muha 
Fawzi Khader. 10. was car- 
ried away by flashfloods 
while on her way to school 
near the Seventh Circle and 
died. Kamal Abdul Munem. 
4, and his sister Faten. 12. 
both died in similar circum- 
stances. the department said, 
adding only the body of Faten 
had been recovered by 
Sunday. 

A Traffic Department offi- 
cial said a man died in 
Mafraq, but the official did 
not give the name of the 
deceased or provide details. 

The Traffic Department 
registered 128 accidents in 
Amman and 157 ali over the 
Kingdom due to fog and bad 
weather conditions; 31 wen; 
wounded in Amman and 18 
in other parts of the 
Kingdom. 

In one incident a car was 
swept away near Zaituneh 
University on the main 
Airport Road, but the driver 
escaped unhurt. 

Water leaked into an 
Income Tax Department 
building in Tla' A1 Ali. ruin- 
ing tiles and records, officials 
saicLFlood waters also entered 
a few houses in the Ai 
Hussein Camp and the Civil 
Defence Department was 
called in for help. 

A few schools in the north- 
ern parts were ordered closed 
after some of their facilities 
were inundated, officials said. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
welcomed the rains. "It will 
have exceptional effects on 
the water situation and agri- 
cultural sector in Jordan." 
said Adnan Abdul Nour. an 
agriculture ministry official. 

If the rains had not come, 
said Mr. Nour. Jordan would 
have found itself in drought 
conditions. 


Hamas says it backs 


Palestinian state near 


Israel as a first step 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A. 
political leader of the 
Islamic Resistance 

Movement (Hamas) 

declared on Sunday that his 
group supports as a first step 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in the terri- 
tories Israel occupied in 
1967. 

The group, which opposes 
peace with Israel, had previ- 
ously said it would not 
accept any settlement for a 
Palestinian state if its bor- 
ders did not include those of 
present-day Israel. 

“We support the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
within the 1967 borders as a 
transition ' and without 
changing the ideological 
position of Hamas” 
Mahmoud Zahar told AFP. 

“This does not mean the 
recognition of a Jewish state 
but the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on any part 
that is liberated," he said. 

Under the Oslo accords 
between Israel and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Israel has withdrawn 
troops from most of the 
Gaza Strip and eight cities in 
the West Bank to allow for 
the expansion of self-rule. 

The Palestinians hope to 
establish a state in these 
areas and others where they 
are slated to receive autono- 
my, but right-wing Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu opposes this. 

Dr. Zahar's comments 
came before a national rec- 
onciliation meeting Tuesday 
between the factions of the 
PLO, partly to work out a 
joint platform for the final 
status talks with Israel that 
are slated to start next 
month. 

“We are talking with the 
(Palestinian National) 
Authority (PNA) on finding 
a minimum common 


ground," Dr. Zahar said 
about the talks in the West 
Bank city of Nablus that 
with the Fateh party and 
groups that oppose peace 
with Israel. 

Those oiganisations 
include Hamas, the 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). 

“Hamas wants in this dia- 
logue to be able to partici- 
pate in the building (of a 
state)." the leader added. 

The Hamas position of 
gradually acquiring all the 
area where Israel now sits is 
“transitional just like when 
the PLO says in the interna- 
tional agreement” that Israel 
will gradually withdraw 

from Palestinian areas. Dr. 
Zahar said in reference to 
the Oslo accords. 

Under a Jan. 15 agree- 
ment between the PNA^ and 
Israel, self-rule will be 
expanded in three phases to 
additional areas of the West 
Bank by mid- 1 99S. 

"The Hamas position is 
known that from the 
(Mediterranean) Sea to the 
(Jordan) River is Islamic 

Waqf property” Dr. Zahar 
said. 

"Establishing a state does 
not mean relinquishing the 
right to all of Palestine." he 
added. 

Last week the Damascus- 
based DFLP announced it 
would negotiate with the 
PNA to participate in the 
permanent status talks with 

Israel, 

JP* Israeli-Palestinian 
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fc Fergie' may reshare 
roof with Andreev 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Duchess of York is think- 
ing of going back to live 
under the same roof as 
Prince Andrew lor rhe 
first time since their 
divorce. the Sunday 
Times reported. The 
paper said the move was 
planned for the sake of the 
couple's two daughters. 
Princess Beatrice, eight, 
and Eugenie, six. It would 
also save the cash- 
strapped duchess the 
ruinous rent she is paying 
for her present home near 
Windsor, west ol' London. 
A spokeswoman for the 
former Sarah Ferguson 
(Fergiel told the Sunday 
Times; 'The duchess and 
her daughters will be 
moving out of 
Kingsbouroe. but nothing 
has yet been decided 
about where thev will 
live." But the paper said 
the couple were only 
awaiting the green light 
from Queen Elizabeth II. 
Once it came, thev could 
take over the house in 
Sunninghill Park, south ot 
the capital, which the 
queen gave them as a 
wedding present. 


Man gouges out 
crocodile's eyes 
to rescue daughter 


SYDNEY (R) — An 
Australian wild- life park 
attendant survived a croc- 
odile attack after her 
father jumped on the huge 
reptile's back and gouged 
out its eves as horrified 

m 

tourists looked on. Karla 
Bredl. 21. was in a stable 
condition in intensive care 
in hospital with a broken 
pelvis, a broken leg and 
internal injuries after the 
attack. The 4.5 metre 
crocodile, called 

Solomon, grabbed Karla 
Bredl around the leg and 
then the waist when she 
slipped and fell during a 
crocodile feeding display 
for tourists. Karla's father. 
Joe Bredl, grabbed a rake 
and beat the crocodile 
about the head in an 
attempt to force it to let go 
of her. said Karla's uncle 
Rob Bredl. “When 
Solomon grabbed her 
across the pelvis, the rake 
was doing nothing so my 
brother said, ’bugger it'. 
He jumped on Fts back 
and stuck his thumbs in 
its eyes and Solomon... 
released her." Rob Bredl 
said from the family's 
Barefoot Bushman 
Wildlife Park in North 
Queensland. A Mac Kay 
hospital spokeswoman 

said Karla was awake and 
in stable condition in 
intensive care. 


Cocaine king gets 
more jail time 
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BOGOTA ( R) _ 

Colombian cocaine kina 
Miguel Rixlri guez 

Orejuela. who was hand- 
an extremely li^ht 

prison sentence for crimes 

be confessed to last 
njonih, was sentenced to 

” in j;iil tnr a Jruc 

shipment he luileU to own 
up to. local media reports 
said. National radio and 
television reports said the 
sentence was handed 
down by a "faceless" 
judge in Bogota who was 
reported to have he tfn 
offered a SI million bribe 
io let Rodrigue? olT. 
Miguel Rodrigue/ and his 
older brother. Gilhcrto. 

oTi^r?^ ,c;ilk-rs 

it the Cali cartel, the bil- 
tonatre Colo mWa „ druc 

up m Si! l ‘ ncc oon,r " | l«l 
wwn- fH:r l-CM ol ' 'he 
*nL ‘••'caine trade. • 

h-m.L f 7'- CAy ^Mtfncc 
handed down on Saturday 

uns that Rodrigue/ wifi 
serve u[ Ilvki 

Pn«tn smee ,t mvolu-d a.? 

vase he repeatedly refused 
“ jLli: Pl the blame lor 
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